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Delivered Sunday   11  th   December,   202  2  

2 Corinthians 3:7-18

The Glory of the New Covenant –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 3:14
14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old 
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it 
taken away. 

Our passage this fortnight is 2 Corinthians 3:7-18.  It has been given the title:  The
Glory of the New Covenant.  Today’s text is Verse 14.  
So far Paul has explained that there are these two covenants that are in contrast.  
It’s very hard to see why you would want to turn away from the full glory of the 
New Covenant only to turn back to what was for a period actually very, very in-
ferior.  (Verses 7-11)

Then he goes on in Verses 12 to the end of the Chapter, to draw a further contrast
between two ‘experiences’.

What is your experience as a Christian?  Look at verse 18: 18 And we all, with un-
veiled face, reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit.  The Christian life is a life of glory!  When we first come to faith, it’s glori-
ous.  Because we ‘see’ things at conversion, which we couldn’t see before.  Prin-
cipally what we see is the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, the Lord.  This 
‘light’ bursts upon us.  We are enlightened.  We see our sin.  We see our need.  
We see our Saviour.  We see the fullness of Salvation.  But we see it all in the 
face of Jesus Christ!  It’s glorious being converted, because these things have 
been true all along and now we ‘see’ it.  That’s how the Christian life begins –  
from glory.

How does the Christian life end?  18 …  from one degree of glory to another. Or 
Verse 12.  12 Since we have such a hope, …  The Christian life ends, when we are
risen from the dead and are changed into Christ’s likeness.  So that even our bod-
ies are changed, like His glorious body.  We come to the terrible Judgement Seat 
of God:  where we are acquitted!  We hear the voice of Jesus, welcoming us into 
His Kingdom, which has been prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  
Then we are swept into the New Jerusalem.  There we are in endless, un-spoilt, 
holiness.  Which inevitable means perfect happiness.
We see Christ unveiled in all His majesty and royalty.  We see all the holy angels.  
All the Christians who have gone before –  the citizens of the New Jerusalem.  All 
the richness and beauty and peace of our eternal home.

That’s ‘glory’!  That’s the fullness of glory –  where it is nothing but glory.  So we 
start in glory and we go to glory and everything in between is glorious.  “We’re be-
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ing ‘changed’,” he says there, in Verse 18, “in character during that time.”  So the 
glory of the Christian life is not gross, soaring Cathedrals.  We’re not interested in 
that.  The glory of the Gospels isn’t in ritual and processions, colour and special 
clothes.  The glory of the Christian life is that the beauty of Christ is seen in previ-
ously broken lives.  Christ being formed in people.  

Physically, they are still outwardly fading,” (As he will remind us as we go through 
this letter.)  “since Christians grow old and die, like everybody else.  But although 
the outward person is perishing, the inward person is being renewed – day by day.
A spiritual work is going on.  A change of character going on.  The person is be-
coming more ‘refined’.  More and more holy; more and more Christ-like; with more
and more thirst for God.  More and more prepared for a spiritual home.  That’s 
where the glory of the Gospel is.  That’s our experience.

We enter into the experience, Verse 16, when we ‘turn’ to the Lord.  Coming to 
faith is a turning!   We turn away from what we were to what God is now going to 
make us.  We turn from self-possession, to the ownership by Christ.  We turn from
sin to holiness.  We turn from a life of unrepentance to a life of perpetual, constant
repentance.  We turn from darkness to light – under the power of Satan to God.  
We turn to the Lord.

In the Scriptures:  look what we ‘see’.  Verses 14-17.  We need to remember that 
the only Scriptures they had, at that time, were in the Old Testament!   Verse 14:  
There is the Old Testament.  The Jews and unconverted people generally:  “When
they read the Old Testament,” says Paul in Verse 14, “there is a veil placed over 
their understanding.  But that veil is taken away in Christ!”  Verse 16.  “When one 
turns to the Lord, that veil is taken away.”

That explains quite a few things.  We read Psalm 110 earlier today, purposely.  It 
could well be sung in Synagogues this weekend in many parts of the world.  Rab-
bis will read it.  Jewish scholars will talk about it.  But they won’t ‘see’ Christ!  

When you recite the ‘Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.’  You know that you 
are talking about the Lord Jesus Christ.  They don’t ‘see’ Him there.  When you 
read Psalm 22 and read, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’  You 
know that you are reading about the Cross.  Especially as the Psalm goes on to 
speak about hands and feet being pierced; garments being divided; lots being 
cast; and mockers standing about the dying victim.  You know that you are reading
about Christ.

When you see Adam and Eve in the garden in all their shame, being covered by 
skins of sacrificed animals and it is God who does the covering.  You know this is 
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a ‘picture’ of Christ’s future Ministry.  When you see the Shekinah glory1 come 
down on the Tabernacle.  You know that it is a ‘picture’ of the Coming Christ.

When you read about the ‘new heart’ and the ‘law being written, not on stone,  but 
on hearts of flesh’, in Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  You know that you are reading about 
the experience of a Christian under the New Covenant.  When you read about the 
‘sun of righteousness, rising with healing in his wings’, in the book of Malachi, your
heart beats quicker, because you know that you have come to the end of the Old 
Testament.  But yet, there is more to come.  And the ‘more to come’, is the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Wherever you open the Old Testament!  When you read the life of a king.  You 
think of the ‘King of Kings’.  When you read about a Prophet –  think of the perfect 
Prophet, who is used to see the Father.  When you read of a priest, you think 
about your Mediator, between you and God.  Wherever you open it – remember 
it’s 2/3 of your Bible –  you see the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s part of your Christian
experience.

“So,” says the Apostle, Paul, verse 17, “we meet Christ and we ‘see’ Christ 
through the Work of the Spirit.  Because the Lord Jesus Christ isn’t physically 
present with us here this morning.  But we meet Him and the Lord who we meet is
the Holy Spirit.  Who ministers Christ to us.  Makes Christ real to us, taking the 
things of Christ and applying them to us.  Through Christ we come to enjoy and 
love God the Father.  We have a trinitarian experience, because of the Work of the
Holy Spirit. 

Consequently we look in the only place, where we can see ourselves.  Now the 
regular place you can see your physical self, in your home, is in a mirror.  But the 
only place where you can see yourself as you really are, is the Scriptures.  But 
when we open the Book, which is the only place where we can fully see 
ourselves.  What do we See?  As Christians we see the glory of the Lord.  That is 
our Christian experience!  We will take that up shortly, as we close.

It’s an experience of the Word and the Spirit.  With our ‘eyes’ being enraptured by 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is not the experience of these false teachers, in Cor-
inth.  It’s not the experience of unconverted Jews.  It’s not the experience of un-
converted people anywhere.

Now we look at their experience:

In the Old Testament, Moses went up the mountain to receive the 10 Command-
ments.  After a long period he came down again, and his face was shining.  It was 
shining so brightly, that he made people afraid.  So he had to put a veil over it.  So

1  The Shekinah glory is the Hebrew name given to the presence of God dwelling on the earth. The word "shekinah" does not
actually appear in the Bible, but in Hebrew it can mean "he caused to dwell" and it was the term given to a divine visitation 
of Yahweh. A notable example of the Shekinah glory is the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night that guided the 
Israelites through the desert after their exodus from Egypt (Exodus 13:20–22). 
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they wouldn’t feel intimidated.  But there was another reason for the veil as well.  It
was this:  the ‘shining’ shone a little less brightly: then a little less brightly; until it 
faded.  The veil had two purposes: to stop you seeing the full glory; but also to 
stop you seeing that it was a fading glory.

Now, Paul takes that ‘picture’ and says that those unconverted Jews and those 
false teachers in Corinth (and unconverted people generally), they just don’t see 
the glory of Christ.  There’s a veil over their understanding.  Even when the Scrip-
tures are read to them!  And they certainly don’t see that the Old Testament glory 
– the glory of the Old Covenant – is a fading glory.  Their hearts are so ‘out of 
tune’, just like old Israel’s heart.  There’s such rebellion rooted into them.  Just like
there was in Old Testament Israel.  They can’t see these things!

Olyott reports that several times when he has been travelling he met Jewish 
scholars.  Three times sitting next to such a one on an aeroplane.  Some-
times they have opened their Old Testament and read it as he was sitting 
there.  Even chanting Old Testament verses.  Often he spoke to them, ask-
ing what they were reading and they told him passages that were ‘filled with 
Christ’!  But they cannot ‘see’ Him, there.  When he became a Christian, he 
was at school, and decided to do A-Level Scripture.  The man who taught 
him was a ’liberal’ –  he didn’t believe that the Bible was the Word of God!  
They had large ‘chunks’ of the Old Testament to study.  But the teacher 
couldn’t ‘see’ Christ there.

There are many people today, who talk a great deal about the Old Testament – it’s
Laws and how it can be applied to Society.  But they don’t see Christ there.  The 
reason they don’t is Verse 14: 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, 
when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only 
through Christ is it taken away.   What a different experience ours is from theirs!  
The Old Testament to them is filled with rules, regulations, warfares, marriages, 
wisdom and sorrows.  But they don’t see Him.  Therefore because they don’t see 
the promise they can’t see the fulfilment.  Because they can’t see the pointing for-
ward, they can’t see the accomplishment of what God was pointing forward to.  
Because they are not enraptured by Christ in the Old Testament, they don’t have 
any real appreciation of Him in the New Testament. So their foolish minds remain 
darkened, as were ours, before the Lord had mercy on us.

So we close with a few comments.  Here they are:

A true Christian loves the Old Testament.  But he doesn’t live in it.  He sees it al-
ways through New Testament eyes.

Our religion is an experience religion.  That experience is brought to us by the 
Spirit, working through the Word.  So our hearts are ‘wrapped up” with Scripture.  
We don’t believe that the Spirit will ever have dealings with us except through the 
Word.  But we do believe that through the Word He will have dealings with us!
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Our religion is a sanctifying religion.  Because as we see the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
Scripture we are enraptured by Him and caught up with Him.  Thereby we are 
changed by Him.  Our lives are never the same.

We see glory in the Old Covenant;  we see infinite glory in the New Covenant.  We
see that through the blessings in the New Covenant, we are actually being 
changed ourselves from glory to glory.

Isn’t it surprising that in two Chapters, Paul uses the word ‘glory’ sixteen times – in
this Chapter and the beginning of the next one – to convey his view of the Chris-
tian life.  

Maybe you’re saying to yourself that for me, I’m getting a bit bored by it all.  
Sometimes very tired by it all.  Sometimes the Scripture is just dead to me.  
Sometime is seems to have no pulse in it.  It never seems to beat.  I never 
see the Saviour.  I never feel my step quickening and my chin lifted up at the
thought of going to heaven.  When the pastor talks about glory, I can’t really 
say that I have any appreciation of what he is talking about in my own exper-
ience.  

This is precisely the sort of person Paul is writing to.  It shouldn't be like that and it
isn’t like that in a true Christian’s experience.  So you have to say only one thing 
this morning:

“God be merciful to me.  A sinner!”

Let us Pray:
We thank you for that glorious mountain of transfiguration where Moses, Eli-
jah and Jesus Christ were seen.  He spoke of His coming death in Jerus-
alem.  Then Moses was seen no more.  Elijah was gone.  The disciples 
there then saw nobody but Christ.  That was the GLORY of that mountain.  
That will be the glory for us Oh Lord of Heaven  –  to see our Lord and Sa-
viour, Jesus Christ.  That is the glory of the Gospel, where we see Him now 
and are being changed into His likeness.  We pray that You will help us in 
our hearts to nurse and cherish this idea of the glory and splendour of the 
message and to live in the ‘light’ of it.  Being unashamed of it in an unbeliev-
ing world.  To prepare our hearts for that final day.  Hear us for His Name’s 
sake.  Amen.

 [2302]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that 
we, may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints 
present today.  Amen.      
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Delivered Sunday 18  th   December 2022  

2 Corinthians 3:7-18

The Glory of the New Covenant –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 3:14
14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old 
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it 
taken away. 

Our passage this fortnight is 2 Corinthians 3:7-18.  It has been given the title:  The
Glory of the New Covenant.  Today’s text is Verse 14.  
So far Paul has explained that there are these two covenants that are in contrast.  
It’s very hard to see why you would want to turn away from the full glory of the 
New Covenant only to turn back to what was for a period actually very, very in-
ferior.  (Verses 7-11)

Then he goes on in Verses 12 to the end of the Chapter, to draw a further con-
trast:  between two ‘experiences’.

What is your experience as a Christian?  Look at verse 18: 18 And we all, with un-
veiled face, reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit.  The Christian life is a life of glory!  When we first come to faith, it’s glori-
ous.  Because we ‘see’ things at conversion, which we couldn’t see before.  Prin-
cipally what we see is the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, the Lord.  
This ‘light’ bursts upon us.  We are enlightened.  We see our sin.  We see our 
need.  We see our Saviour.  We see the fullness of Salvation.  But we see it all in 
the face of Jesus Christ!  It’s glorious being converted, because while these things
have been true all along, now we ‘see’ them.  That’s how the Christian life begins 
–  from glory.

How does the Christian life end?  18 …  from one degree of glory to another. Or 
Verse 12.  12 Since we have such a hope, …  The Christian life ends, when we are
risen from the dead and are changed into Christ’s likeness.  So that even our bod-
ies are changed, to be like His glorious body.  We come to the terrible Judgement 
Seat of God:  where we are acquitted!  We hear the voice of Jesus, welcoming us 
into His Kingdom, which has been prepared for us from the foundation of the 
world.  Then we are swept into the New Jerusalem.  There we are in endless, un-
spoilt, holiness.  Which inevitable means perfect happiness.
We see Christ unveiled in all His majesty and royalty.  We see all the holy angels.  
All the Christians who have gone before –  the citizens of the New Jerusalem.  All 
the richness and beauty and peace of our eternal home.

That’s ‘glory’!  That’s the fullness of glory –  where it is nothing but glory.  So we 
start in glory and we go to glory and everything in between is glorious.  “We’re be-
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ing ‘changed’,” he says there, in Verse 18, “in character during that time.”  So the 
glory of the Christian life is not gross, soaring Cathedrals.  We’re not interested in 
that.  The glory of the Gospel isn’t in ritual and processions, colour and special 
clothes.  The glory of the Christian life is that the beauty of Christ is seen in previ-
ously broken lives.  Christ being formed in people.  

Physically, they are still outwardly fading,” (As he will remind us as we go through 
this letter.)  “since Christians grow old and die, like everybody else.  But although 
the outward person is perishing, the inward person is being renewed – day by day.
A spiritual work is going on.  A change of character going on.  The person is be-
coming more ‘refined’.  More and more holy; more and more Christ-like; with more
and more thirst for God.  More and more prepared for a spiritual home.  That’s 
where the glory of the Gospel is.  That’s our experience.

We enter into the experience, Verse 16, when we ‘turn’ to the Lord.  Coming to 
faith is a turning!   We turn away from what we were to what God is now going to 
make us.  We turn from self-possession, to the ownership by Christ.  We turn from
sin to holiness.  We turn from a life of unrepentance to a life of perpetual, constant
repentance.  We turn from darkness to light – under the power of Satan, to God.  
We turn to the Lord.

In the Scriptures:  look what we ‘see’.  Verses 14-17.  We need to remember that 
the only Scriptures they had, at that time, were in the Old Testament!   Verse 14:  
There is the Old Testament.  The Jews and unconverted people generally:  “When
they read the Old Testament,” says Paul in Verse 14, “there is a veil placed over 
their understanding.  But that veil is taken away in Christ!”  Verse 16.  “When one 
turns to the Lord, that veil is taken away.”

That explains quite a few things.  We read Psalm 110 earlier today, purposely.  It 
could well be sung in Synagogues this weekend in many parts of the world.  Rab-
bis will read it.  Jewish scholars will talk about it.  But they won’t ‘see’ Christ!  

When you recite the ‘Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.’  You know that you 
are talking about the Lord Jesus Christ.  They don’t ‘see’ Him there.  When you 
read Psalm 22 and read, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’  You 
know that you are reading about the Cross.  Especially as the Psalm goes on to 
speak about hands and feet being pierced; garments being divided; lots being 
cast; and mockers standing about the dying victim.  You know that you are reading
about Christ.

When you see Adam and Eve in the garden in all their shame, being covered by 
skins of sacrificed animals and it is God who does the covering.  You know this is 
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a ‘picture’ of Christ’s future Ministry.  When you see the Shekinah glory2 come 
down on the Tabernacle.  You know that it is a ‘picture’ of the Coming Christ.

When you read about the ‘new heart’ and the ‘law being written, not on stone,  but 
on hearts of flesh’, in Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  You know that you are reading about 
the experience of a Christian under the New Covenant.  When you read about the 
‘sun of righteousness, rising with healing in his wings’, in the book of Malachi, your
heart beats quicker, because you know that you have come to the end of the Old 
Testament.  But yet, there is more to come.  And the ‘more to come’, is the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Wherever you open the Old Testament!  When you read the life of a king.  You 
think of the ‘King of Kings’.  When you read about a Prophet –  think of the perfect 
Prophet, who allows you to ‘see’ the Father.  When you read of a priest, you think 
about your Mediator, between you and God.  Wherever you open it – remember 
it’s 2/3 of your Bible –  and you see the Lord Jesus Christ everywhere in it.  That’s 
part of your Christian experience.

“So,” says the Apostle, Paul, verse 17, “we meet Christ and we ‘see’ Christ 
through the Work of the Spirit.  Because the Lord Jesus Christ isn’t physically 
present with us here this morning.  But we meet Him and the Lord who we meet is
the Holy Spirit –  who ministers Christ to us.  Makes Christ real to us, taking the 
things of Christ and applying them to us.  Through Christ we come to enjoy and 
love God the Father.  We have a trinitarian experience, because of the Work of the
Holy Spirit. 

Consequently we look in the only place, where we can see ourselves.  Now the 
regular place you can see your physical self, in your home, is in a mirror.  But the 
only place where you can see yourself as you really are, is the Scriptures.  But 
when we open the Book, which is the only place where we can fully see 
ourselves.  What do we See?  As Christians we see the glory of the Lord.  That is 
our Christian experience!  We will take that up shortly, as we close.

It’s an experience of the Word and the Spirit.  With our ‘eyes’ being enraptured by 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is not the experience of these false teachers, in Cor-
inth.  It’s not the experience of unconverted Jews.  It’s not the experience of un-
converted people anywhere.

Now to look at their experience!:

In the Old Testament, Moses went up the mountain to receive the 10 Command-
ments.  After a long period he came down again, and his face was shining.  It was 
shining so brightly, that he made people afraid.  So he had to put a veil over it.  So

2  The Shekinah glory is the Hebrew name given to the presence of God dwelling on the earth. The word "shekinah" does not
actually appear in the Bible, but in Hebrew it can mean "he caused to dwell" and it was the term given to a divine visitation 
of Yahweh. A notable example of the Shekinah glory is the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night that guided the 
Israelites through the desert after their exodus from Egypt (Exodus 13:20–22). 
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they wouldn’t feel intimidated.  But there was another reason for the veil as well.  It
was this:  the ‘shining’ shone a little less brightly: then a little less brightly; until it 
faded.  The veil had two purposes: to stop you seeing the full glory; but also to 
stop you seeing that it was a fading glory.

Now, Paul takes that ‘picture’ and says that those unconverted Jews and those 
false teachers in Corinth (and unconverted people generally), they just don’t see 
the glory of Christ.  There’s a veil over their understanding.  Even when the Scrip-
tures are read to them!  And they certainly don’t see that the Old Testament glory 
– the glory of the Old Covenant – is a fading glory.  Their hearts are so ‘out of 
tune’, just like old Israel’s heart.  There’s such rebellion rooted into them.  Just like
there was in Old Testament Israel.  They can’t see these things!

Olyott reports that several times when he has been travelling he met Jewish 
scholars.  Three times sitting next to such a one on an aeroplane.  Some-
times they have opened their Old Testament and read it as he was sitting 
there.  Even chanting Old Testament verses.  Often he spoke to them, ask-
ing what they were reading and they told him passages that were actually 
‘filled with Christ’!  But they cannot ‘see’ Him, there.  
When he became a Christian, he was at school, and decided to do A-Level 
Scripture.  The man who taught him was a ’liberal’ –  he didn’t believe that 
the Bible was the Word of God!  They had large ‘chunks’ of the Old Testa-
ment to study.  But that teacher couldn’t ‘see’ Christ there.

There are many people today, who talk a great deal about the Old Testament – it’s
Laws and how it can be applied to Society.  But they don’t see Christ there.  The 
reason they don’t is Verse 14: 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, 
when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only 
through Christ is it taken away.   What a different experience ours is from theirs!  
The Old Testament to them is filled with rules, regulations, warfares, marriages, 
wisdom and sorrows.  But they don’t see Him.  Therefore because they don’t see 
the promise they can’t see the fulfilment.  Because they can’t see the pointing for-
ward, they can’t see the accomplishment of what God was pointing forward to.  
Because they are not enraptured by Christ in the Old Testament, they don’t have 
any real appreciation of Him in the New Testament. So their foolish minds remain 
darkened,  –  as were ours, before the Lord had mercy on us.

So we close with a few comments.  Here they are:

A true Christian loves the Old Testament.  But he doesn’t live in it.  He sees it al-
ways through New Testament eyes.

Our religion is an ‘experience’ religion.  That experience is brought to us by the 
Spirit, working through the Word.  So our hearts are ‘wrapped up’ with Scripture.
We don’t believe that the Spirit will ever have dealings with us except through the 
Word.  But we do believe that through the Word He will have dealings with us!
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Our religion is a sanctifying religion.  Because as we see the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
Scripture, we are enraptured by Him and caught up with Him.  Thereby we are 
changed by Him.  Our lives are never the same.

We see glory in the Old Covenant;  we see infinite glory in the New Covenant.  We
see that through the blessings in the New Covenant, we are actually being 
changed ourselves from glory to glory.

Isn’t it surprising that in two Chapters, Paul uses the word ‘glory’ sixteen times – in
this Chapter and the beginning of the next one – to convey his view of the Chris-
tian life.  

Maybe you’re saying to yourself that for me, I’m getting a bit bored by it all.  
Sometimes very tired by it all.  Sometimes the Scripture is just dead to me.  
Sometime is seems to have no pulse in it.  It never seems to beat.  I never 
see the Saviour.  I never feel my step quickening and my chin lifted up at the
thought of going to heaven.  When the pastor talks about glory, I can’t really 
say that I have any appreciation of what he is talking about in my own exper-
ience.  

This is precisely the sort of person Paul is writing to!  It shouldn't be like that and it
isn’t like that in the true Christian’s experience.  So if this is you.  You have to say 
only one thing this morning:

“God be merciful to me.  A sinner!”  

Let us Pray:
We thank you for that glorious mountain of transfiguration where Moses, Eli-
jah and Jesus Christ were seen.  He spoke of His coming death in Jerus-
alem.  Then Moses was seen no more.  Elijah was gone.  The disciples 
there then saw nobody but Christ.  That was the GLORY of that mountain.  
That will be the glory for us Oh Lord of Heaven  –  to see our Lord and Sa-
viour, Jesus Christ.  That is the glory of the Gospel, where we see Him now 
and are being changed into His likeness.  We pray that You will help us in 
our hearts to nurse and cherish this idea of the glory and splendour of the 
message and to live in the ‘light’ of it.  Being unashamed of it in an unbeliev-
ing world.  To prepare our hearts for that final day.  Hear us for His Name’s 
sake.  Amen.

 [2313]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that 
we, may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints 
present today.  Amen.      
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Delivered Sunday 25  th   December 2022  

John 1:1-18

The Whole Christmas Message in a Single Verse
Based on S Olyott

1 Timothy 1:15
15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Je-
sus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 

Our topic today is:  The Whole Christmas Message in a Single Verse!  
In coming to agree with this title we can be guided by Rudyard Kipling who said: “I
keep six honest serving men.  They taught me all I knew.  They names are, what, 
why, when, how, where and who!”

What sort of message is the Christmas Message?  Well we read:  15 The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,…   Four thousand years before Je-
sus came into the world.  It was predicted that He would come!  It was predicted 
that He would be born of a woman.  Everybody is ‘born of a woman’ who is born.  
But why was that expression used way back then?  Further He was to be born to 
be wounded, but He would crush the Serpent, by coming.  Four thousand years 
before He came.  People started waiting for Him.  Most of them lived and died, 
generation after generation with a hope that they never saw in their lifetime.

The ‘picture’ began to build up and by the time we get to 400 years before Jesus’ 
actual birth (incarnation) you know where He will be born, where He will go as a 
baby; where He will be brought up; where, and how old, He will be, when He dies; 
how He will die; what will happen after His death; what will happen after His resur-
rection; what will happen after the ascension.  All those things you will already 
know, before you come to the actual event.  People are waiting for an ‘event’.  And
an event takes place!  This event is recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Now the first of these Gospels began circulating about the year AD 45.  About 15 
years after the Crucifixion!  The last of these Gospels started circulating about AD 
95.  Throughout that period there were thousands of men and women and young 
people who had witnessed the events described.  But not one of them contra-
dicted those four writers!  The contradictions didn’t start until into the next Century 
–  by people who had not witnessed these events.

Why was this?  People may ignore the Gospel.  But they didn’t say, “It didn’t hap-
pen like that.  I was there.  I know.”  Nobody said that!  Because the events were 
facts.  Consequently, Flavius Josephus –  born in the year AD 37 (four years after 
the Saviour died) and able to meet many of the ‘eye-witnesses’. Mara bar Sera-
pion, from Syria, writes in the year AD 70 –  he’s living in the lifetime of the eye-
witnesses!  Thallus is writing in the year AD 52.  None of these are Christians, but 
they write about the ‘events’ as facts!
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When Tacitus, in his, Annals of Imperial Rome, writes in AD 116.  He writes with 
fastidious, pernickety3, fussy, accuracy: as he writes about these great ‘events’.
Yet a survey done in English Secondary Schools in Olyott’s time, found that about 
half the young people in the schools, thought that Jesus Christ was in the same 
category as Father Christmas, Star Wars or Scrooge. (What would the case be in 
Australian Schools now in 2022?)

But Paul witnesses to Timothy:  “This is a trustworthy saying, worthy of full accept-
ance!”  We don’t preach philosophy when we preach the Gospel.  We don’t 
preach, just ideas.  We don’t just preach concepts.  We preach Christ.  We preach
the great facts.  The attested, historical facts.  That is the sort of message it is.

Who is it about?  15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, 
that  –  Christ Jesus came, …  Christ.  Christ in Greek is Χριστὸς, Cristos.  It 
means anointed.  Oil is poured or rubbed on your head.  If you were not speaking 
Greek, but Hebrew you would say, Messiah.  It means anointed:  oil sprinkled on 
your head.  Only three sorts of people have oil sprinkled on their heads: prophets
–  but the world has been waiting for THE Prophet.  None of the prophets were 
called THE Christ; THE Messiah, THE anointed.  All the prophets spoke in the 
Name of God and revealed something of God.  But THE Prophet said that if you 
have seen Me you have seen the Father.  He is the expressed image of the 
Father’s Person.  The brightness of His glory.  To see Jesus is to see God!  Which 
is why we read earlier.  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God!”

Priests were anointed.  The job of a priest is to sacrifice – so that your sins are 
not held against you.  Your sins are put to the blame of the sacrifice.  Then the 
priest prays for you –  so that you may be received by God.  But the blood of turtle
doves, bulls, goats and lambs, can’t take away human sin!  The stain of that blood
cannot remove the stain of you defiance of God.  But those sacrifices do point for-
ward to a perfect sacrifice –  that will actually remove sin and it’s guilt, condemna-
tion and punishment.  The prayers of those priests could never really avail for you 
or for me, because the priests themselves were sinners.  So everyone was waiting
for that event when THE Priest would come.  Who would be THE sacrifice and the
effective advocate, by which we would eventually be able to come to God.  THE 
Christ.

Kings were anointed.  Now, there were all sorts of Kings in the Old Testament.  
Some were good, most were bad and a few were mediocre.  The most famous 
was David when there was a most wonderful expansion of the Kingdom of the 
Jews.  Everyone knew from the divine Promises that from the ‘house and lineage’ 
of David THE King would come.  And of His Kingdom there would be no end!  
Which is exactly what the angel promised Mary when he predicted the birth of Je-
sus.  It’s not a political Kingdom, you see.  It’s a spiritual Kingdom, where God 

3  pernickety adjective (Informal) fussy, particular, careful, exacting, carping, painstaking, fastidious, picky (informal), nit-
picking (informal), finicky, punctilious, anal retentive, difficult to please, 
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rules in the heart.  Having His own people in every race, ethnicity and geographic 
location.  But there was no king in Old Testament days who fitted that bill.  Every 
king was sufficiently defective for people to say, “THE King would come!”

Christ:  Prophet, Priest, King!

5 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that  –  Christ Jesus 
came, …  Now Jesus is a human, name.  God had made it plain that when the 
Christ came, He wouldn’t be a super-human.  He would be a human.  God gave 
dozens of pledges of this in what we call ‘theophanies’.  God appeared again and 
again to Abraham, Moses, Gideon and all sorts of other people.  God ‘appeared’ 
as a man although He was not a man.  Thus being a pledge that one day God 
would come amongst us as a man.  The psalms constantly spoke about the Mes-
siah being God.  “Your throne O God is forever and ever” (Psalm 45:6). Yet the 
Psalms also say that when He came His hands and His feet would be ... pierced 
and His body would be … laid in the grave.

Isiah said:  Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear … a son and shall call His 
Name Emmanuel – God with us.  He was going to come amongst us as a man.  
Unto us a child is born unto us a son is given –  and the government shall be upon
His shoulders and He shall be called wonderful counsellor, the mighty … God!
That’s why Zechariah4 – writing in his prophesy says, “When that man comes into 
Jerusalem He will ride on an ass.”  That is He is a real man.  Yet in the same 
Book:  Jehovah speaks of the man who is … My Fellow5 – or companion. 

So this human is also divine.  Which is why our verse reads  … Christ Jesus … 
Now this way of naming the Saviour is the way Paul does it to make a special dis-
tinction.  To remind us that Jesus Christ as He is generally called is the Person 
who came:  died; lived; is ascended; lives and reigns; and is over all.  Always 
when Paul says, “Christ Jesus”, he’s emphasising the exaltation –  the continuing 
reality –  of the Saviour, Jesus Christ.   That’s Paul’s way of doing it.

That’s who came!  From the highest place to the lowest place and back to the 
highest place.  What sort of message?  Trustworthy.  Who is it about?  Christ Je-
sus.

What did He do?  Is our third question.  Christ Jesus came into the world.  Why 
does Paul use what sounds to us as an archaic way of speaking:  ‘come into the 
world’.  Why not just say he was born?   Paul’s reason is covered by what John 
said in the first Chapter of his Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ:   In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. … 14   … the Word became flesh.  He continued to be what 
He always was and he came into this world.  He was the maker of this world!  He 
4  Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to 

you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

5  "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man that is My fellow, says the Lord of Hosts: smite the Shep-
herd, and the sheep shall be scattered" (Zechariah 13:7) 

15



came into this world! (verse 3)  And by the way: He came into the world by a vir-
gin’s womb.  35 … therefore also that holy thing6 which shall be born of thee – 
said the angel – shall be called the Son of God. (KJV)  He’s God7 and He is man!

The Lord Jesus Christ.  Two natures –  One Person.   15 The saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world ...

Why is our fourth question.  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners8.  
He came … NOT to make people savable.  But to save!  Sometimes you have a 
‘heavy load to carry’.  Someone might offer to give you a hand with that.  But He 
didn’t come to just take the heavier part of the load.  He came to take all the load 
of my sin, on His own shoulders.  And to atone for it totally!  Sometimes when you 
are helping a child with their homework you might do parts for them to get the idea
and then leave them to do the rest.  Jesus didn’t do that!  He came to do it all.  Be-
cause you and I couldn’t do it –  any of it!  And we are damned if we stay as we 
are.  He didn’t come to help me save myself.  Not like an athletics coach who has 
some special technique.  He came to save sinners, because sinners need saving.

Me a sinner:  I haven’t kept God’s law.  I haven’t.  God insists that I must love Him 
with all my heart and soul and mind and strength.  And to love you like I love me.  
And I haven’t.  My whole life is stained.  I came into the world as a sinner.  There 
was an irretrievable bias, but also an actual guilt, when I came into the world.  I 
can’t possible find the righteousness that Adam had right at the beginning.  I 
haven’t got it.  My nature is corrupt.  It’s got sin in every bit of it.  I’m not as sinful 
as the devil, but there is something devilish in me at every point.  This shows itself
in:  the duties I leave undone; the wrong priorities I’ve got; my cowardice about the
things of God; my lies; my immoral thinking; my horrible words.  It shows itself in 
what has been called in the past –  actual transgressions.  I need saving!  Left to 
myself I’ve lost all communion with God.  It shows by God seeming to be far away.

There is the wrath of God over me. Bigger and bigger, every day so that it will 
doom me on the last day.  The judgement of God day.  Because I am living in 

6  Luke 1:35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  The 
Greek used for the highlighted phrase is  ἁγίοις  from Strong’s 40 hágios – properly, different (unlike), other 
("otherness"), holy; for the believer, 40 (hágios) means "likeness of nature with the Lord" because "different from the 
world." 

7  In referring to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, as God.  We most continually and carefully be reminded that:  God is 
a Trinity:  God the Father is all that there is of God;  God the Son is all that there is of God; and God the Holy Spirit is all 
that there is of God!  BUT the Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the Father.  
There are not three gods, but there are three that are God.  God the Son is conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
womb of the virgin, and born of her.

8  Olyott refers to a Chorus used in past days: 
He did not come to judge the world,
He did not come to blame;
He did not only come to seek,
It was to save He came;
And when we call Him Saviour  (repeat twice)
Then we call Him by His Name. 
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God’s world; in a body that God created: breathing God’s air; with the faculties 
which God gave me.  But I’m living for myself.
God sends things into our lives.  Set backs, disappointments, bereavements.  All 
of which say, “Stop, consider, think!  You’re not in control of things.  This world isn’t
what it should be. You’re not what you should be.”   I refuse all the calls and all the
warnings and if left to myself I go my own way.  I need saving.  You need saving.

Being saved means.  I need all my sins forgiven.  I need a righteousness put to 
my account, which I haven’t got.  I need a place in God’s family as His child.  So 
He will never turn me away.  I need a new nature, given me by God Himself, so 
that I want to be different  – even though I am still not perfect in this life.  I want a 
strength to be given to me from outside myself so that I cling to this Gospel Mes-
sage and my Saviour all through my life.  Being saved is that I will have a Chris-
tian’s death, so that even my body is under Christ’s care until its resurrection.  
While I go sweetly, calmly into His presence, the moment I die.

Being saved means that I can recognise how calmly the Judgement Day will pass.
Because I am acquitted!  Of every crime.  Being saved means hearing the voice of
the eternal Son of God, saying to me, “Come, you blessed of the Father, prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.”  It means fully enjoying God.  Through-
out eternity!  15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, … 

Fallen sinners that we are, we like to ask, “What sort of sinner does he come to 
save?  Or even worse,  “Have I done enough to be saved?”9  These are never the 
questions to ask.  Jesus said,  “I have come not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
You might say,  “But I’m under the curse!”  He came for sinners.  “I’m without 
strength to turn to Him!”  He came for sinners.  Are you a sinner?  

So what sort of message is it:  trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance.  Who 
is it about:  Christ Jesus. What did he do:  He came.  Why: to save sinners.
What does He expect from me: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners, of whom I am the foremost.   Not: I was.  I am the worst!

Our heavenly Father we thank you that you have given us this wonderful 
Gospel Message.  We are thankful for the way it stretches our minds when 
we think about Your Being and the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
thankful that we can come as we are.  The sinners that we are.  The failures 
that we are.  Repeated failures that we are.  That we are able to know that 
Christ Jesus came into the world for people who are exactly like us.  We are 

9  The renowned Nineteenth Century Preacher C H Spurgeon reports a dream he once had:  He came to the gate of heaven. 
The gate was a big oak door with a little, high up window, that you could talk through.  He knocked on the door.  The little 
window opened and somebody said, “Who is it?”  He said, in his dream, “C H Spurgeon.  You know me!  I preach the Gos-
pel.  Millions of my tracts, pamphlets, and sermons have gone all round the world and are read on every Continent.  I 
preach the Gospel 3 times a week in Central London and often up to a dozen times a week, elsewhere. I’m C H Spurgeon!”
At that moment the little door spammed shut.  Bang!  In his dream he didn’t know what to do.  So he knocked again.  A 
little delay.  The window opened.  “Who is it?”  “It’s a sinner and I have no right of entry.  But I believe that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners of whom I am chief!”  THE DOOR FLEW OPEN.
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thankful, Lord that nothing is required of us.  (It’s just as well because we 
have nothing to bring.)  But we do know that we can own up to our sin, Lord.
And we can throw ourselves into the care of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
grateful.  It’s enough! 

Receive our thanks in His Name.  Amen.

[2498]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that 
we, may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints 
present today.  Amen.      
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