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Delivered Sunday 5  th   February  , 2023  

2 Corinthians 5:1-10

Dying to Live ! –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 5:9.
9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.

In part 1 of this fortnight’s passage, Paul has drawn another contrast.  Earlier he con-
trasted the glory of the Old Covenant which was looking forward to Christ, and neces-
sarily temporary with the New more Glorious Covenant, which is brought in by Christ’s 
perfect life and atoning crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.  Which is complete and
permanent –  eternal.  Last week he contrasted life while on earth with that in heaven.  
We concluded at that time, with an observation from the latter part of Verse 5:   5 He 
who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guar-
antee.

Our place in heaven is guaranteed, by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  So if 
you want to ask the question:  “Will I be raised from the dead, like Christ?  And will I be
in that glorious heavenly existence?”  The answer to your question is to ask another 
question:  “Have you received the Holy Spirit?”   Because anyone who has received 
the Holy Spirit, has received the guarantee, the pledge, the ‘earnest’ (as used in the 
KJV), that they will enjoy that existence.

Paul then has been talking about dying in this way.  We now look at Verses 6-9:  living 
before dying and finally Verse 10: the Judgement of Christ.  

“Because these things are so,” says Paul, “we don’t go through life with uncertainty!”  
Now, unconverted people do.  Death is bewildering to a non-Christian.  A child comes 
into the world; it grows physically; comes to the peek of his powers; begins to decline; 
becomes feeble; he dies.  Or is killed in a terrible accident or dies of a disease.  It 
seems such a mockery.  Doesn’t it?  You see all this wonder and development, but it 
comes to that!  Bewildering to unconverted people.  They can’t answer the questions 
about it.

There’s even more.  You see a personality develop and flower.  All sorts of talents and 
gifts come into full bloom and are wonderfully exercised for the good of others.  You 
see the person becoming stronger.  Enriched as a person –  right to the peak!  Then, 
very quickly, they fade and are gone.  Like they have never been here.  It seems such 
a mockery.  “What are we to make of that?” says the unconverted person.  That’s why 
they come up with all their philosophies. 

“But we’re not like that!” says Paul, he uses the words ‘good courage’1, in Verse 6 and 
in Verse 8.  He uses the word ‘know’, in Verse 6.  Despite our bodily pains and our de-
terioration and our certain death, we know where we are up to.  We go through life with
confidence –  good courage.  It’s like travellers travelling to the same destination.  One 

1  Θαρροῦντες -Present Participle Active -from (tharreó): to be of good courage -  I am courageous, confident, of good cheer. 



of them has consulted the map.  He knows exactly where the road goes.  Takes the 
lead and leads the convoy.  The others just follow on.  He’s confident at the helm.  He’s
confident in where he’s going –  where to turn right or left.  He gets there faithfully.  Be-
cause the map is clear.

“We are like that,” says the Apostle Paul, “it’s all clear to us.  So we don’t have to live in
the uncertainty of the unconverted world.  “We know that while we are in the body 
(verse 6) we are absent from the Lord.”  As long as we are in this ‘tent’ we are not in 
that ‘temple’.  As long as we are in this body we’re aren’t in that body.  As long as we 
are in the now we are not yet in the then.  Men: each time you wake up in the morning 
and shave –  you know you’re not in heaven.  Ladies: each time you wake up and do 
what ladies do –  you know you are not in heaven.

Each is in the ‘body’.  But, look at Verse 8.  We will be very pleased to be absent from 
the body and present with the Lord.  It will be wonderful!  And we will be there.  The 
moment we are absent from the body we will be present with the Lord.  Although we 
will not yet have, at that stage, our resurrection body.  But will still be clothed with 
Christ.  We will be with the Lord – consciously enjoying His presence.  Even while we 
are waiting for the resurrection.  Don’t be fooled by the teaching of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists.  Don’t be fooled by what our forefather’s called, psycho somnolence –  which 
means that you just sleep, between death and the resurrection.  

The body appears to sleep, but you are very much awake – in the presence of the 
Lord.  But let’s not try to define exactly what the theologians coldly call ‘the intermedi-
ate state’.  Terrible isn’t it, when what it actual is, ‘is being present with the Lord’.  
8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord.  We know that being present with the Lord and then being bodily 
raised at the ‘last day’, we will then be in that building (verse 1) ‘eternally in the heav-
ens’ and with the full enjoyment of God throughout eternity. In body!  The resurrection 
body  –  as well as completely renewed in soul. 

We know all that.  But our knowing is the knowing of faith –  Verse 7.  Paul is confid-
ently of good courage he says in Verse 6, knowing that while we are at home in the 
body we were absent from the Lord, for we walk by faith not by sight.
How do we know such things?  Because the Scriptures teach them.  And you’ve put 
your confidence in what the Scriptures teach.  “And by believing, you ‘see’.” says Je-
sus. (John 20:29b)  You put your weight on what the Scriptures teach.  You see it.  Do 
it.  So we go confidently through life because of God’s disclosure of these things in His 
Book.  It’s the ‘knowing’ of faith!  It doesn’t mean it’s irrational.  It doesn’t mean that it’s 
against reason.  But it does mean that it doesn’t run along the normal lines of the reas-
oning of ‘fallen’ men.  Our minds are convinced, but they are convinced by a spiritual 
operation as the Holy Spirit works through the Scriptures.  So that our minds are con-
vinced, but they are not convinced in the same way that unconverted people are con-
vinced.  For example, of the existence of their house or office.

What a rebuke to the Super-Apostles.  We walk by faith not sight!  “You want to see 
something.” say the Super-Apostles of Corinth. “We can show it to you.  You want to 



experience something.  We can give it to you.  You want to feel something.  We can ar-
range that too.”
“No!” says Paul, “Whatever we see.  Whatever we feel.  At the end of the day we know,
but we know I through the eyes of faith, taking God at His Word.  We die with our con-
fidence in God’s self-disclosure, in a Book.  When Dr Schaeffer2 was dying.  He went 
again and again to the Book.  He said to his wife in his dying minutes, “My confidence 
is in the teaching of the Bible.  I have no other confidence.”  
When J. Gresham Machen3 is dying he says, “…  the reformed faith is grand!”  Be-
cause the Reformed Faith is that faith which is built on the impregnable rock of Holy 
Scripture.

We build on the Book.  But the whole of our life here is a walk of faith.  “To a point 
where we are looking forward.” says Paul, Verse 8, “Looking forward –  being of good 
courage –  to be absent from the body and be present with the Lord.”  This can be a 
great comfort to the Christian bereaved.  In fact to all of us when we temporarily lose 
loved ones.  Olyott reports his gladness that his mother had had inscribed on his 
father’s headstone, “Absent from the body, present with the Lord.”  Because that’s 
where our Christian dead are.

But the body won't always stay there!   We shall enter into this eternal beautiful body in
Christ’s time and in Christ’s way.  Meanwhile our Christian dead are with Christ.  Which
is far better.  Even the ‘intermediate state’, with Christ, is much better.  What will the re-
surrection be like?  What will it be like?  Therefore, Verse 9, 9 So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him.   Whether we are in the body, or out 
of it.  Made by God –  for God.  We are the people of God and we are going to God.  
Those in Christ –  fallen in Adam – redeemed in Christ.  Redeemed in the last Adam.4  
Going to Christ.  Life is all about God in Christ.  Out great aim and our ambition is to be
well pleasing to Him!  That’s what living is, before dying.

But after death:  the Judgement.  Verse 10.    So he’s talked about dying; living before 
dying.  But he won’t finish there.  The Judgement.  10 For we must all appear before 
the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he 
has done in the body, whether good or evil.  I’ve only one life to live.  It’s a life of weak-
ness, wasting away.  A life of death.  All that I do in the world is evaluated in heaven.  
This is Paul’s teaching here.  All that I do is considered ‘good’ or ‘bad’.  That’s what 
Verse 10 says.  Paul doesn’t talk about right or wrong.  He talks about good or bad.  
That is Christian vocabulary.  Let’s explain why.

The fallen human conscience is very subtle.  It imposes on us all sorts of subterfuges.  
Is it right to go to the Prayer Meeting?  To which your conscience may reply, “It’s not 
wrong to stay away”. So you’re conscience lets you ‘off the hook’.  Because you are 
thinking about ‘right’ and ‘wrong’.  Is it ‘good’ to go to the Prayer Meeting?  Is it ‘good’ 

2  Francis August Schaeffer:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Schaeffer
3  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Gresham_Machen
4   Recall an earlier comment that Christ is the last Adam not the second, as a Hymn writer has erroneously rendered.  John Henry 

Newman (later Cardinal Newman) used the phrase "Second Adam" in his hymn "Praise to the Holiest in the height", first appear-
ing in The Dream of Gerontius. 
Also in Charles Wesley’s fourth verse of Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing –  which refers back to Genesis 3:15 – he apparently used
second Adam, which was corrected to final Adam by George Whtefield.



to stay away?  Your conscience here would probably give you a different answer.  
That’s how the human conscience is sensitised.  The Scripture talks about good, good,
good and bad.  “Jesus went around doing good.”  Says the Apostle Peter when he was
talking to the Gentile, Cornelius and his assembled family.   (Acts 10:38)

So we must constantly ask the question:  “Is this Good?”  If it’s ‘good’ we do it.  If it’s 
bad we don’t!  If there are two ‘good’s we do them both, to the limit of our energy.  
(Sometimes we may have to prioritise –  as we noted Apollos had to do rather than go 
to Corinth straight away.  – 1 Corinthians 16:12)  Therefore we do have differences of 
Christian conscience.  But the question all the time is: “Is it good or is it bad?”  The 
world says, “What’s wrong with that?”  But we say, “Is it good?”  And then if it is, we 
pursue it.  Because there is no other way to live when we are aware of the Last Judge-
ment.

It is Christ who will judge me!  (Verse 10) And it is Christ who will judge you.  All of us.  
The Office Bearers won’t judge the Members and they won’t judge the Office Bearers.  
Husband won’t judge wife or wife, husband.  Children won’t judge parents or parents 
children.  10 For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  
Christ will deal with me in the light of how I have lived each day.

Now I am not saved by ‘good works’!  Paul will stress that immediately in the next pas-
sage –  that we will commence next time.  I’m saved by Christ’s Cross.  I’m not saved 
by ‘good works’ but I am saved for ‘good works’!  That’s all the difference is.  So when 
I come to the judgement seat as a Christian the issue won’t be:  am I to be saved or 
not.  Because that’s all sorted out at the Cross long ago!  But will He smile or will He 
frown.  Will He reward or just let me in without a word.  Will I be welcomed?  Yes!  But 
are there questions about my stewardship.  Have I used my time in a good way?  Have
I used my opportunities in a good way?  Have I prayed with a ‘warm heart’.  Have I 
been consistent as a Christian man?  Has my life been a life of Service.  Have I given 
myself to what is good.

The unconverted will be eternally shamed.  There is no way to heaven, except through 
Christ.  But Paul is writing to Christians and he’s appealing to the Corinthian church; to 
the Bunbury church; and to any other group of Christians and saying, “Put away the 
mediocrity.  Put away the lack of zeal.  The lack of seeking knowledge.  Put away the 
lack of moral courage.  Think of the Saviour.  Think of the Judgement.  Think of the re-
ward.  Think of the satisfaction.  Think of the glory and live before you die.

Father we thank you for Your wondrous Word.  We walk by faith and not by sight.
How else could we know these things.  Except by reading and believing them, as
they are found in the Holy Scriptures.  Do bring each unconverted man woman 
and child into the sound of your Word today.  To the Saviour before that Great 
Day of Wrath –  the Great Day of God.



Grant O Lord that we might remember that He Who died for us will judge us and 
so we live to please Him through our love for Him.  We pray for His Name’s 
Sake, Amen.

 [2247]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen.       



Delivered Sunday   12  th     February, 2023  

2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Be Reconciled to God
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 5:17.
 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (or creature). The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come.

This fortnight’s passage is weighty and extraordinary.  Paul has been spelling out to us
that we are very frail people.  We are all dying.  We are all suffering.  Just the ordinary 
people that we are: to be plunged into the grave very soon and after the grave the 
Judgement.  So it’s a very solemn part of the letter.  He’s been reminding us, that be-
cause we are certain to be judged by Christ Himself, we can only have one great 
motive in life:  You’ll find it from Verse 6.  6 So we are always of good courage. We 
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7  for we walk 
by faith, not by sight.  8 Yes, we are of good courage, – confident and well pleased –   
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether 
we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.   “That’s our aim now”, 
says the Apostle.

He’s going to pursue that theme now:  About the great motives that motivate him in the
ministry; about the effect of the Judgement on Christian living; about what really in-
spires him to be the man that he is.  We must remember that all the time, he has in his 
mind these false teachers – theses Super-apostles –  these early charismatics, who 
had come into the Corinthian Church.  All the time they are there in his mind and that 
explains much of what he says and why he says it in the way that he says it.

So in Verses 11-19 to begin with, he’s going to explain to us what ‘moves’ him to minis-
ter:  he’ll give us four reasons.  Then from Verse 20 to 21 he’s going to actually tell us 
what his ministry is.  So he will spell out to us why he carries on with Gospel preach-
ing.  Then he’s going to tell us what his Gospel preaching really is.

As we look at Verses 11-19, we should remember that he is still contrasting himself 
with these false teachers.  Paul:  what does move you to Minister?  He’s already 
answered the question, in part.  But what really motivates this ‘little’ man, to travel the 
‘early world’; risking his life; going through shipwreck, suffering and prison.  Misunder-
standing and calumny5 (slander), open persecution and hate!

1. First of all the ‘fear of the Lord’:  Read verses 11, 12 & 13.  11 Therefore, know-
ing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, 
and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12 We are not commending 
ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may 
be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about 

5  Calumny:  the making of false and defamatory statements about someone in order to damage their reputation; slander. 



what is in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in 
our right mind, it is for you.
Paul has on his mind the Judgement Seat.  He knows as I do and you do, that 
when we stand before the ‘all searching glare’ of God in Christ.  It’s going to be a
terrifying moment.  He also knows that when unconverted men and women and 
the ‘fallen angels’, appear before Christ it will be more than terrifying. 

Therefore he stands in the world persuading – not nagging.  Not harassing. He 
stands persuading!  “That,” he says, “is our motivation:  men and woman, boys 
and girls, young people.  We’re going to the Judgement Seat. At the Judgement 
Seat you will be saved and rewarded or condemned and punished.  Therefore I 
stand in the world to persuade you –  to persuade you –  to persuade you.  I 
have a message to bring to you:  to help you to think otherwise.”  And of course 
he’s going to go on to tell us that the whole business of persuasion is:   to tell 
people to be reconciled to God.  Before it’s too late!  That’s our motivation.

He continues, “God knows,” verse 11, “that that is our motivation.  And your con-
science knows it too.”  Your driving down the highway, perhaps a little faster than 
you should and it becomes foggy.  But it looks safe enough so you keep your foot
on the accelerator.  Then standing in the road with a yellow fluorescent jacket on 
is a man.  He knows that when your headlights catch his jacket it’s going to shine
to make him look very impressive.  That is the false teacher in Corinth?  He 
stands in your road, so that when you come his way:  he will shine. 

“I’m not like that.” says Paul, “It’s true: I’m on the road and it’s true: I have a fluor-
escent jacket and it’s true that to some extent that I shine.  But down that high-
way is a pile-up and if you continue down this road, in this fog and at this speed 
you’re going to your tragedy.”  So he stands in the road and he tries to ‘flag you 
down’  and if necessary he’ll throw the arresters across the road.  To do anything 
to get you to slow down!  He’ll even put his life at risk. Anything to stop you from 
going to ruin.  “You know.” says Paul. “when you see me, I’m not there just to be 
seen, but I’m there to stop you going to catastrophe.  My whole business is per-
suading you.”
“So,” he says, “I’m not standing here just to commend myself.”  Verse 12.  “But it 
is inevitable, in the Corinthian Church, that you will talk about me and about the 
false teachers.  When you talk about the false teachers, you will talk about their 
great gifts, their charisma, their personalities and their extraordinary abilities. You
might feel that you have nothing really that is extraordinary to say about me.  But
you should have something to say.  I want you to have something to say about 
me:  that I am a man who stands in the world and evangelises!  I am a man 
whose eyes are on the Judgement Seat and I’m concerned about your souls.  So
you can have something to say about me.  But a conversation that is completely 
different from those who glory in appearances, but not in heart.”

“It’s true,” says Paul, “when I preach I get excited.  I get excited to the point 
where sometimes you think that I have ‘lost it’.  If I do that it’s for God.  Because 
God is burning –  burning with concern, for lost men and women.  Therefore if I 



don’t show that same sort of passion.  To the point where sometimes you think it 
looks excessive  – if I don’t have that sort of passion, then of course, I’ve misrep-
resented the Message.”  13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; … 

“At other times in my preaching, I’m standing there:  strongly reasoning with you. 
Laying reasons before your mind.  Trying to persuade you.  Talking about facts 
and motives.  All very cogent6 and forceful.  If I’m doing that,” he says as verse 
13 continues, 13 … it is for you.

So Paul is telling us what ‘moves’ him to minister and first of all is ‘the fear of the 
Lord’.  

We are not Apostles.  I’m not and you’re not.  There are not any, since then.  But 
surely there is a lesson to be learned:  surely we cannot stand by dispassion-
ately, without any movement of our spirit, in an unconverted world.  Surely we 
can’t look men and women in the eye and never ever be moved by the Judge-
ment to which they and we are hastening.  Where the vast majority of them are 
not ‘right with God’!  Surely we can risk the ‘finger being pointed at us’, from time 
to time, by people saying that we are fanatical, stupid – ‘we’ve lost it’.  If that’s 
what it takes to accurately transmit the Message to them.  

And surely we can put before them strong reasons – for their good – as to why 
they should stop from the track that they are on and be reconciled to God.

2. “My second motive,” says Paul, in Verses 14 &15, “is the love of Christ.” 14 For 
the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 
died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all,  that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but  for him who for their sake died and was 
raised.

Paul, of course, is conscious that Christ died for him.  He’s saying, “He died for 
me and therefore I don’t own myself.  He didn’t die for me so that I might live for 
myself.  He died for me that I might live for Him!  O How I love Him. And how 
conscious I am that He loves me.  That’s my motive!” he says.  “I’m actually 
moved by the Cross.  It’s not just the Message of the Cross that I bring to you.  
But that Cross was for me.  Therefore I have to live for Him.  I have to live for 
him!”

It’s a very interesting passage, Verses 14 & 15.  Look at the end of Verse 14. 14 
… we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died;  Let 
us all note.   What Paul is saying is this:  Everyone for whom the Lord Jesus 
Christ died –  died with Him.  So He didn’t just die for us –  we died with Him.  
Therefore, as long as you live in a situation, where you have not died to self and 
are now living for Christ.  You can never say, in your heart, “He died for me.”  You
can never know that you are one of the people for whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
died.  Until you finish with the old life and live for Him.  Because everyone of 

6 Cogent:  (of an argument or case) clear, logical, and convincing. 



those people for whom He died –  died with Him! 

Sometime during their earthly life, they will finish with their mortal thinking, aspir-
ation and motives:  to turn to God in Christ and they will live for Him. Only those 
who are living for Christ can ever know that Christ died for them!
Why did Christ die for us?  To own us.  It’s there in Verse 15!  “Therefore I am no 
longer my own, because I am bought with a price.  Therefore,” says Paul, “I can 
no longer go my own way, like these false teachers.  Like these cults and sects.  
I can only go His way, because that was the very purpose for which He re-
deemed me.”

Now are you one of those men and women, this morning?  That you just don’t 
know whether Christ died for you.  You can’t know that until you are converted.  
But when you are converted you can know it.  If you’ve finished with the old life 
and if now you’ve turned to God in Christ.  If you’re back is where your face was 
and you’re face is where your back was.  Then you may say, “Yes!  The Son of 
God loved me.  Gave Himself for me.”  Because that great transforming experi-
ence:  which we call dying to self and living for God.  Was purchased for you at 
the Cross.  When He died you where counted as dying too.  Until that dying hap-
pens in your experience you will never know that He died for you.  But when that 
dying does happen in your experience then you can say, “He died for me.”

3. Now Paul moves from there by a very natural ‘bridge’ to his third great motive for 
Ministry.  It’s this personal change which takes place in a person’s life.   From
Verse 16:  16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. 
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus
no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is  in Christ, he is a new creation (or 
creature). The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Paul knows at first hand what he is talking about.  There had been a day in his 
life when he was hurtling down the Damascus Road.  Filled with murder, threat-
ening and hate.  He had one motive in his mind only:  that of course was to kill 
the Christians.  He was moved, at that moment, by the thought that Jesus Christ 
was an impostor.  “I can’t look at Christ like that anymore. I used to look at Christ,
and think about Him in a worldly way,” he says, Verses 16 &17, “But I can’t do 
that anymore!”

Now we have already found out that these false teachers in Corinth:  They 
thought of Christ like Paul had.  They saw Christ simply as a preacher of Juda-
ism.  That was a worldly way of looking at Him. But we can’t look at Him like that.
Paul initially looked at Christ as an impostor.  As a cheat – as someone who 
claims to be what he wasn’t.  Who had died and hadn’t risen from the dead.  “But
I can’t think like that any more,”  Verse 16, “In fact,” says Paul, “I can’t think 
about anybody in the way that I used to think of them.  I can’t evaluate anybody 
at all, after a worldly fashion.” 



Now all that are Christians know the truth about what Paul is talking about: Olyott
makes his own confession on this point:

“I remember being converted when I was at school.  I distinctly remember 
the difference there was on that Monday –  after having been converted on 
the Sunday –  as I walked into the school again.  Very different from the 
previous week:  There were the same friends; same faces; same corridors; 
same teachers; same subjects.  But I couldn’t see it the same way.  Before,
my friends –  that’s what they were, my friends – were still my friends, but 
now I could only see them as people outside Christ.  I knew that something 
had changed.  I was on a different side:  with a few exceptions they were 
un-redeemed people.  They didn’t know God.  Knew nothing of salvation.  It
was impossible, therefore, impossible to evaluate them or think of them in 
the way that I thought about them before.  Just impossible!  That’s part of 
the miracle of regeneration.  

We just cannot look anyone in the eye, and think about them in the way that we 
used to think about them before we became Christians.  Because we are new 
creations.  Verse 17.  “That is true of everybody, who is a Christian,” says Paul, 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”  We were in the sphere of the world.
Now we are in the sphere of Christ.  He’s already talked about ‘the light bursting 
into our hearts’.  Like it did in the days of creation.  We ourselves are new 
people.  “So I can’t behave like I used to,” he says, “Everything is different!  Not 
just some things.  The old things have passed away, behold all things have be-
come new.”

So a Christian preacher can’t behave like a public spokesman for ‘whatever’.  A 
Christian student can’t behave like a non-Christian student.  A Christian house-
wife can’t behave like a non-Christian one.  Everything is different:  different 
scale of values; different ambitions; different comforts, joys and hopes; different 
sorrows.

All this makes for a very convenient benchmark:  anyone can say that he or she 
is a Christian.  But the test is:  can they say that they have been made different? 

Next time we will take up this challenge: posed by our having come near the end of the
third of the four motives for Paul’s Ministry that we are identifying in studying his 2nd 
Letter to the Corinthian Church, Chapter 5, Verses 11-21.

 [2603]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen.       
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2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Be Reconciled to God –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 5:21.
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

Earlier, when we commenced this passage from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian 
church, Paul was telling us four motives that move him in his Ministry:  the fear of the 
Lord –  that is the ‘all searching glare’ of God in Christ at the Judgement Seat at the 
Last Day; the love of Christ – through His dying for me I am to die with him, so that I 
might live for Him; and the recognition that this is authenticated by the personal 
change which takes place in the life of a true Christian.

3. [Continued]  This can be very helpful.  Some people kid themselves that they are
Christians.  But they cannot say, “Things are different now! Something has 
happened.”  Something has happened to every Christian.  In a way which is self-
conscious – we know that something has happened.  In our early Christian life 
we can’t define it  –  we haven’t got the vocabulary.  We don’t know the differ-
ence between justification and sanctification.  We haven’t got those words in our 
mind.  But we do know in our conscience –  our ‘heart of hearts’ – that we are not
the people that we were before.

4. “In addition to the fear (terror) of the Lord; the love for Christ; and this personal 
change.  What motivates me,” says Paul, “is a God given commission.”  Verses
18 & 19.  He starts here by saying that all things are of God:  Where does this: 
I’m going up to the Judgement of God, come from? “Well God brought me to this 
point.”  Where does this love for Christ and the consciousness of Christ’s love for
you, come from?  “Well, God brought me to that point.”  Where does this change 
come from?  “God brought me to that point.”  18 All this is from God, … 
  
“What really, then, has happened?” says Paul, “Is it just a religious experience?  
No.” Verse 18, 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; … “We were alienated, distanced, cut 
off from God.  There wasn’t a ‘third party’ that came along and got us together.  
God Himself brought us back to God.” That’s the wonder of the Gospel!  “In my 
case,” says Paul. “and in the case of the Apostles.  God has given us the Ministry
of reconciliation.  In our mouth –  on our lips – is the message:  telling people 
how to be reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ!”

“That is,” Verse 19, “that God was in Christ.”   Now you can’t say that sin was in 
Christ.  Thank God that you can’t say that!  You can say that love was in Christ.  
That’s all of love.  You can say:  “God was in Christ.”  Because He was all God.  
This man.  There wasn’t a part of this man that wasn’t God.  He was the God/



man.  We are not saying that the ‘natures’ were in any way confused or mixed, 
but we do say (and Paul is saying) that He was (and of course He still is) totally 
God!  Not just godly.  He is God.  So, God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself.  God Himself was doing something. It was God who was on the Cross.  
The eternal Son of God. 

And by that very action:  God reconciles the world to God. Not counting –  imput-
ing – their trespasses to them.  Not holding their sins against them. (We’ll come 
back to that shortly)
Obviously, Paul here, is not talking about every individual.  Because there are 
plenty of people who will go to hell  – unfortunately. That’s why he talks about the
fear of the Lord.  But, where anybody in the world is a saved sinner, it is God in 
Christ who is doing the work.

“And to us,” Verse 19, “He has committed to us the Word of reconciliation. That 
Message –  that glorious Message.  That Cross Message.  That heaven Mes-
sage:  is the words that we speak.”

Now we can’t speak like Paul.  We can’t say that we have receive a special man-
date.  A special commission.  That God has made us Apostles and given us the 
Message in the way that God has given it to Paul.  But we can say that the Son 
of God told all Christians to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel!  We 
can say that although we are not infallible in our understanding and transmission 
of the Gospel, like the Apostles were, we nonetheless are His witnesses.  But we
must say, as Paul says here, that before anyone can give the Message, they 
must themselves know the power of it in their own lives.  They themselves must 
be reconciled.  An unconverted witness –  an unconverted preacher –  is a ter-
rible thing!  

We have a God given Mission, even if we do not have, like the Apostles, a God 
given Commission.  “That’s what moves us.” says Paul, “I have my eyes on the 
Judgement.  I have to persuade men.  I’m filled with the sense of the love of 
Christ, whom I love.  I have to live for Him.  Something has happened to me.  It’s 
extraordinary.  It’s made me different.  I can’t be like I was.  And I’ve received a 
God given commission of this glorious message of the Cross.  I’ve got to give it 
out.”   That’s what he’s telling us moves him to Minister.

Now we go to the last two verses of the Chapter to find out what his Ministry is.  There 
are two points which have some degree of overlap, but there are new points as well.  
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

So, he tells us what his Ministry is, – look at it’s authority,  Verse 20.  “We are ambas-
sadors for Christ.  As if God were pleading to us.”  What we will notice of these two 
verses is part of the genius of Scripture:  God and Christ are used almost interchange-
ably.  God is Christ because Christ is God.  And yet we see that they are completely 



distinct:  God the Father who made Christ ‘to be sin’.  That’s the difficulty that our hu-
man minds have with the ‘God-head’.  There is only One God but there are Three who 
are God.  The Father is not the Son.  The Son is not Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is not 
the Father.  Paul talks about these things almost unconsciously.

1. However he talks about the authority of his Ministry:  when Paul stands up to 
preach he’s not like the false teachers.  They have invented their message. No 
ambassador does that!  When an Ambassador has to give a message to our 
Government he doesn’t think to himself, “What shall I say to the Australian Gov-
ernment.”  He contacts his home Government.  They give him precisely the mes-
sage that he has got to give.  And he gives that message. It therefore doesn’t 
come with the authority of this particular man.  It comes with the authority of that 
Government.

God speaks to His world –  He speaks to His world!  He’s speaking through 
Paul’s lips.  So when Paul speaks it is God speaking, although it is Paul voice we
hear.  So his message must be received as the Word of God.  It is not a point of 
view.

 Paul says, “So we are ambassadors for Christ as though God were pleading 
through us. When I plead with you to be reconciled to God.  You are hearing God
speak. And when I preach the Gospel, you are hearing Christ speak.”  That’s true
of anyone who speaks the truth from the Scripture.  Particularly true of Gospel 
Ministers.  You can’t play ‘fast and loose’ with the Gospel Message simply be-
cause of the lips through which it comes.  Because it is God’s Message in Christ!
To receive it is to receive the Word of God.  To reject it is to reject God.  So be 
careful how you treat Gospel Messengers.  However modest they may be.

2. Now look at it’s manner.  We have seen the authority of his Ministry, now look at 
its manner.  20 …  we are ambassadors for Christ, …  That’s its authority.  … God 
making his appeal through us. (or – as though God were pleading through us:   
NKJV.)  “We implore you on Christ’s behalf!”

In the Pilgrim’s Progress:  we have Christian leaving the City of Destruction, be-
ing on his way to the Celestial City, he passes through the Interpreter’s house.  
There are some wonderful lessons for him to learn there.  On the wall is the pic-
ture of a very solemn looking man (a Minister).  He has the Word of God in his 
hands.  He has the Word of Truth on his lips.  With the Crown of Righteousness 
hanging over his head.  He looks as though he would plead with men.7

People aren’t lambasted8 or harassed into the Kingdom of God.  They are 
‘pleaded’ into the Kingdom of God.  The Message comes with all the authority of 

7  https://kenpulsmusic.com/pilgrimsprogress23.html.   A Portrait of a Minister
So he had him into a private room, and bid his man open a door; the which when he had done, Christian saw the 
picture of a very grave Person hang up against the wall; and this was the fashion of it, It had eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, the best of Books in his hand, the Law of Truth was written upon his lips, the World was behind his back; 
it stood as if pleading with men, and a Crown of Gold did hang over its head.

8      criticise (someone or something) harshly. 

https://kenpulsmusic.com/pilgrimsprogress23.html


Heaven.  It’s a terrible thing, therefore, to reject it.  But it comes with kindness 
and pleading – an invitation – imploring.  The Gospel Message is not just a mes-
sage of enunciation.  It’s a message of tenderness and invitation.  It is a com-
mand –  because it is God’s Word.  But it’s such a tender, winsome, heavenly, 
gracious – yet authoritative – command.  

I long to be a pleader.  Don’t you?  A person who can look another in the eye, 
learning to be able to persuade, plead and be winsome –  without losing even 
one thread of the authority of the Gospel Message.  We need men and women 
who will go to their places of work or study and plead with others.  Who will 
speak with a moved heart.

“So what is the Message, Paul?”  Verse 20, 20 …, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God.  Think about that:  God only saves His elect.  Christ only 
died for His elect.  But that isn’t our Message!  It’s true, but it isn’t our Message to
the world.  Our Message is: be reconciled to God.  Come back to God.  Come 
back.  Come in.  Be reconciled.

So our Message isn’t about social issues.  Although Christians are to be involved
in that  – ‘as the salt and light of the world’.  Our Message isn’t about politics.  Al-
though we must pray to God that he will raise up men and women of integrity  –  
Christian men and women.  Our Message isn’t about housing.  Although there is 
a lot to be said about housing – and other ‘necessities of life’ –  in Scripture.  Our
Message isn’t about economics.  Although Scripture teaches a great deal about 
economics.  Our Message is about reconciliation.

And our Message is an imperative.9  It’s not just saying, “God has done this, this 
and this.”   And leaving it there.  It’s saying, “You: you, young man; young wo-
man; older men; older women –  be reconciled to God.  Come back to Him.  
There has been a Cross.  The Saviour has come.  It’s God in Christ.  He doesn’t 
impute their sins.  He takes them away!  (We’ll find out more in a moment.)  So 
come back.  You don’t have to earn your way back.  You don’t have to deserve 
your way back.  You don’t have to fight your way back.  You just have to come 
back.  So who, this Sunday morning, will hear the Gospel Message.  And say, “I 
am coming Lord. Coming now.”

That is the authority of the Message.  That is the manner of the message. That is the 
Message.  Now, Verse 21:  The foundation of the Message. There would be no Mes-
sage were it not for Verse 21.  You could never stand before a neighbour, a child, or a 
parent, and say, “Be reconciled to God!” If it wasn’t for Verse 21!  21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, … (That’s half the story!  What a wonderful half it
is. …) so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  (That’s the whole 
story, and what a wonderful story that is!)

9      giving an authoritative command; peremptory. 



Have you committed a theft?  When God poured out His anger on Jesus Christ.  He 
treated Him like a thief. You’ve told a lie?  When God poured out His anger on the Son 
of God, He treated Him as a liar.  Have you had impure thoughts?  God was furious on 
that day of Calvary and punished His Son as if He had had impure thoughts.  You’ve 
been shoddy in your work? Failing in your commitments?  Unfaithful in your marriage? 
Short with your temper?  God treated His Son as if He had done all those things.  But 
He hadn’t!  21 For our sake he made him to be sin…   All those things spring out of my 
sinful ‘nature’. 

God treated Christ as if He had that sinful ‘nature’!  Treated Him as sin. Cursed Him!  
That’s the substitution and the glory of the Cross.  That’s why all that talk about ‘works’ 
and deserving and earning Salvation is so much nonsense.  Because every sanction, 
every punishment, that the believer’s sin deserves was punished, fully, completely, fi-
nally and forever.  That once:  when the infinite Son of God, bled on the Cross.  21 … 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  Thank God for imputed 
righteousness!  The Gospel we preach is not just a Gospel that says that your sins can
be taken away.  Because where would that leave you?  You’d be neutral in God’s sight.
You’d have your sins taken away and that’s all that can be said about it.

It’s this glorious exchange:  my sins put to His account – fully punished in His infinite 
Person –  that Friday at Golgotha.  He who knew no sin –  he was righteous.  Right-
eous in His own right!  But when I come to Christ that righteousness is put to my ac-
count.  My sin to His account; His righteousness to my account.  He’s in my place and 
I’m in His.

That’s why we can say, “Be reconciled to God!”

 [2343]
Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen.       

At Calvary

Years I spent in vanity and pride,
Caring not my Lord was crucified,
Knowing not it was for me He died
  On Calvary.

Mercy there was great, and grace was free;
Pardon there was multiplied to me;
There my burdened soul found liberty,
       At Calvary.

By God’s Word at last my sin I learned;
Then I trembled at the law I’d spurned,
Till my guilty soul imploring turned
  To Calvary.
Mercy there was great, and grace was free; … 

Now I’ve giv’n to Jesus everything,
Now I gladly own Him as my King,
Now my raptured soul can only sing
  Of Calvary.

Mercy there was great, and grace was free; … 

Oh, the love that drew salvation’s plan!
Oh, the grace that brought it down to man!
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span
  At Calvary!

Mercy there was great, and grace was free; ...


