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Delivered Sunday   3  rd   July, 2022  

1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Directions for Public Worship – Part 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 14:26b,40
26 ...Let all things be done for building up.  40 But all things should be done de-
cently and in order.

Paul has been giving directions for the proper conduct of Services of Worship to the 
Corinthian Church.  Because they were common and necessary in those early stages 
of the development of the Christian Church, he has begun by giving directions for the 
proper use of Prophecy, special Knowledge (direct from God), Tongues and their Inter-
pretation.

“Now”, says the Apostle, “there are not just rules for Prophets.  Not just rules for 
Tongue speakers, but there are also rules for women.”  Look now at verse 33b-35:
33 … As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women should keep silent in the 
churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the 
Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands 
at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

The word shameful is the very same Greek word1 as he used in 1 Corinthians 11.  Just
as it is a shame for a woman to be bald, so it a shame for the woman to speak in the 
Church.  However you’ll notice that Paul is not appealing to 1st Century tradition; he’s 
not appealing to Corinthian custom; he’s no appealing to good taste; he’s not appeal-
ing to social convention; not appealing to ‘male Chauvinism’.  He appeals to the Law of
God!

Why is Paul saying this?  Because when the Church came together in Corinth, as in 
verse 26 with the mention of spiritual hymns (or Psalms).  So there were likely women 
who were taking it upon themselves to sing to the Church.  And with the bringing of 
doctrine, there were women who were bringing themselves to be teachers to the 
Church.  There were women who purported to be able to speak in Tongues.  Women 
with revelations and Prophecies, who were Prophesying in the Church gathering to-
gether.  Also women who said they had the gift of interpretation.  So Paul says, “That’s 
not the way it is to be in any Church of Christ.”

There is to be no impression of there being female leadership in any church.  That’s 
what the Apostle is clearly saying.  He doesn’t even allow the women to ask questions.
Of course the New Testament Church was closely based on the Synagogue.  In the 
Synagogue, one of the Elders would give a Sermon.  Then the men of the Church 

1  αἰσχρὸν (aischron) — 3 Occurrences.  



would ask him questions.  The questions weren’t of the form:  “What did you mean by 
…”  They weren’t questions for clarification.   The questions which were asked were 
questions intended to develop the doctrine, which had been given and to apply it.  This
asking of questions in the Synagogue was part of the teaching methodology.  There 
was a great skill in the way these questions were asked.  Because it was part of the 
way in which the Synagogue was taught.

That was carried over into the early Church.  When instruction was being given; ques-
tions were asked in such a way as to develop, apply and to bring out the full import of 
that teaching.  Paul forbids the women from taking part in that process.  Because he 
will not allow that there be any impression of female leadership in the Church.

Olyott declares that one can make a very good case for the public praying by women.  
Where they are addressing God in the presence of the assembled Church.  But they 
are not to be seen to be addressing the Church as assembled, which would indicate 
that there is female leadership in that Church.  

Why should there be all this regulation?  The answer is that from Chapter 11 it is per-
fectly clear that Scripture ordains a difference in the relationship between the sexes.  
Scripture does not teach that the male is superior to female –  nowhere does it say 
that!  Nor does Scripture say that man is the ‘boss’ and the woman is the ‘servant’.  
That is why right from the start of the Gospel preaching it has emancipated women and
brought a new dignity to womanhood that does not occur in the pagan prevailing cul-
tures.

But the Scripture does teach that there is a divinely defined relationship between the 
sexes.  And although there is no superior versus inferior, there is such a thing as 
‘headship’.  Which is taught in the Scripture by reference (and therefore by example) 
from the doctrine of God.  God the Father; God the Son; and God the Holy Spirit are 
co-equal – neither superior or inferior –  although the Father is the fount of all Deity, 
who generates the Son, while the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.  There 
is an order of existence – an order of operation, within God Himself.

And the same within the Church.  Therefore although women may speak publicly in 
other contexts they may not speak in the Church as assembled.  Because this would 
give the impression that the Church of God is led by women.

Some people do not like what they are hearing from Scripture.  [In fact there are ex-
amples of aberrant sects that have been generated by women apparently because 
they could not submit to the will of God as revealed in Scripture. Notably they sideline 
the completed ‘cannon’ of the Old & New Testaments and print their own ‘bible’ which 
they have proscribed, to all their disciples and followers –  especially so is the example
of the 7th – Day Adventists.]



So we move on to verse 36.  “Maybe,” says the Apostle, Paul, “you don’t like what I 
have just said.  What!  Came the word of God out from you and you are the only ones 
it has reached. 37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknow-
ledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord.”

Could it be any clearer than that?  “It’s no good your saying,” says the Apostle, “that 
you don’t like what I’ve said.  It’s no good at all.  Did God’s Word come from you?  Or 
is it the Word from God?  Are you, the church at Corinth, the origin of the Word of 
God?  Or are you the only people in the world who have the Word of God?  If you 
really are a Prophet.  If you have any spirituality at all.  Then acknowledge this fact: 
that when an Apostle writes to you.  The things that he writes are the commandments 
of the Lord.”  

In other words to disobey what Paul says in verse 26: where all things are to be done 
for edifying –  for building up.  And to disobey what Paul says about Tongues and how 
they are used.  To disobey what Paul says about Prophets and how prophecy is to be 
exercised.  To disobey what Paul says about the place of women in the Church.  Is to 
disobey the Lord!  

Now, there should be no debate in Scripture about the ordination of women.  The de-
bate which is going on in certain sections of the Christian Church is ‘flying in the face’ 
of the clear Word of God.  It’s not a question of social convention or social tradition.  It 
is simply a question of obedience to what God has said.  It’s only by a man or a wo-
man, making themselves to be God, that they disobey the Word of God.

“Alright,” says Paul verse 38, “some of you want to go a different way.  Then go a dif-
ferent way.  Some of you want to be ignorant of what I said.  Then be ignorant.  Some 
of you don’t want to know.  Then be those who don’t know anything.  Some of you 
would rather not hear about this.  Then be those who are not hearers at all.”  
In other words what Paul is saying, is, “To disobey what I say about edifying (building 
up), or Tongues or Prophecy or women, means that there is no place for you in the 
Christian Church.  Quite blunt!  No place for you in the Christian Church.”

The Apostle will not recognise, as fellow Christians, those who do not submit to the 
Apostolic authority.  If you want to be ignorant, that’s up to you. So be ignorant.  Be 
one of the ‘unlearned’ (outsiders in the ESV)2, whom he spoke about in verse 23.  If 
you behave like an outsider then be one.  But there is no place for you in the Christian 
Church if you will not submit to the Apostolic authority.

“So,” he says, verses 39 & 40, 39 ..., my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do 
not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all things should be done decently (that is in ac-

2  ἰδιῶται (idiōtai) — 2 Occurrences.  – properly, of one's own self; used of a person who conspicuously lacks education or status 
– hence, easily misunderstood as being uninstructed (unrefined, "unlettered in speech"). 



cordance with what God has said through the Apostles) and in order. That is without 
confusion.

Olyott reports that in his student days and in the first 18 months of his Ministry, 
he was very influenced, indeed, by the Charismatic Movement.  Quite involved 
with it.  It was this passage of Scripture, which in the mercy of God, brought him 
right away from it.   Right away!  Because he found in that Movement there was 
a great deal of supposed Tongue speaking, but without any interpretation.  When
there was interpretation there were many who purported to have that Gift.  He 
found in that Movement an incredible amount of confusion.   Confusion!  But one 
thing that astonished him was the prominence of women.  When Paul, talking 
about Tongues, says that the women are to keep silence.  He found himself in-
volved in a movement, where women were supposedly speaking in Tongues.  
Similarly when Paul is speaking about Prophecy, saying that the women are to 
keep silence.  He found himself in a Movement where women were purporting to 
Prophesy and not keeping silent!

At last, in the mercy of God, the thought crossed his mind, that if the Holy Spirit is
really in this,  how come He is leading people to do the very opposite of what the 
Word of God says?  If the Holy Spirit is the One who inspires the Scripture, how 
can it be that He is leading people to disobey the Scripture?

And this question when put to Charismatic people.  As to why they behaved as 
they did was always the same.  That they were ‘led’!   So Olyott had to either be-
lieve what they said or believe the Scripture.  He says that this brought him to a 
‘crisis point’ in his Christian life.  What is to be the authority for what he believes 
and how he behaves?  How was he to decide what is right?  Was he to decide on
the basis of some subjective feeling –  “I’m led”.  Was he to decide on the basis 
of what others claim?  They are ‘led’.  Or on the basis of Scripture?

Further, when he found that the Apostle would not recognise as a fellow Chris-
tian, anybody except those who submitted to the Apostolic teaching.  He found 
that in his own life the choice was either to forsake the Christian faith or submit to
the Scriptures.  His belief is that when the question is put properly, that ultimately 
is THE question.

Therefore we all find, from verses 26-40, that all things be done to build up the Church 
(edify) and all things be done decently and in order.  Tongues have gone.  Prophecy’s 
gone.  Women haven’t gone.  Prayer hasn’t gone.  Preaching hasn’t gone.  Hymn 
singing hasn’t gone.  Many, many, other things … baptism hasn’t gone, the Lord’s 
Table hasn’t gone, evangelism hasn’t gone.  The gathered Church with its disciple and 
ordinances, hasn’t gone.  The public and private means of Grace –  they haven’t gone!

So the principles remain.  So we need to understand that where there is spirituality 
there will be order.  Where two people are about to speak at once one must desist 
(otherwise it is wrong).  Where there is confusion so that you don’t know what is going 



on  –  it is wrong.  Where it’s a situation where you are not learning anything – it’s 
wrong.  Where the Church of Christ has female leadership.  It is wrong.

The integrity of our future Christian life depends on grasping and exercising – that is 
mastering  – these principles.  So we shall pray to be guided as we think through these
things so that at last we understand that the things that Paul writes unto us are the 
commandments of the Lord.

[2041]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



D  elivered Sunday   10  th   July,   202  2  

1 Corinthians 15:1-20

The Resurrection of Christ
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 15:3,4
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 

After many weeks considering the content and implications of Chapter 14 of 1 Corinthi-
ans, we now make a start on a new topic with Chapter 15.
This whole Chapter deals with the subject of resurrection.  It will also take some time to
complete.  Today and next week will will concentrate on verses 1 to 20.

As Paul opens this Chapter it’s as if he were saying something like this: “The directions
about public Worship which I have given you in Chapter 14.  That is something I 
wanted to remind you of.  But now I come to ‘make known’ to you something.”  So if we
look at verse 1 (both in the KJV and in the Greek) we should see that Paul is telling 
them something for the very first time.3  “I’ve reminded you about public worship, but 
I’m now going to tell you something for the very first time.”  There’s a little ‘sting’ in the 
way the Apostle says that.  Because he had told them the Gospel many times.  But al-
though he had done so many, many times.  There were people in the church –  church 
members, people who attended the Corinthian Church, who were, still, very, very far 
from really grasping what the Gospel is.  So he opens the Chapter with a little bit of 
‘sting’.

“I’m going to speak to you,” he says, “as though you are totally ignorant of what I’m 
about to say.”   If you look at verse 12, you will see that there were some people in the 
Corinthian Church, who denied that the dead will rise. 12 … how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead?  There were people in the Corinthian Church 
who said that dead men do not rise.  “If that’s true,” says the Apostle, verse 19, 19 … 
we are of all people most to be pitied.  We are the most pitiable people in the world.  If 
dead men do not rise!”

So, in Chapter 15, Paul is going to show to us that a denial of resurrection.  Cannot be 
tolerated.  A belief in resurrection is ‘part and parcel’ of the Christian faith.  So he gives 
58 verses, closely argued, to the subject of resurrection.  His starting point is the Re-
surrection of Christ.
That has always got to be our starting point.

3  A literal translation of the first part of verse 1 from the Greek is: ‘I make known now to you brothers the Gospel that I proclaimed 
…’  The opening word in the Greek is γνωρίζω (gnōrizō) –  to come to know, to make known.  It is also rendered as ‘declare’ (or
make known) in the KJV.



If we recognise common opinion on ‘life after death’ we notice all sorts of opinions, no-
tions and alleged ‘out of life’ experiences.  ‘Wall tappings’, psychic phenomena and 
other weird and supposedly, wonderful things.  These commonly, are made the starting
point to discuss the subject of ‘life after death’.  Or they put people under hypnosis who
pretend, or otherwise, that they had past lives and make that their starting point.
But when we discuss life after death, resurrection or the end of the world.  Our starting 
point is always the Resurrection of Christ.  We must not and we dare not start any-
where else.  How lovely for the ‘world’.  Who likes to wipe Christ out of its thoughts, to 
try to discus this subject without reference to Christ. To believe that everybody who has
once laid in the grave is still there.  Except for Christ!

So in verses 1-11 we look at the Resurrection of Christ.  That will be our purpose this 
morning.

“I want to make the Gospel known to you,” he says in verse 1. “How did you hear the 
Gospel?  Because the Gospel I want to make known to you is the Gospel that you 
once heard.  How did you hear it?  By preaching.  What reception did the Gospel meet 
with when it was preached to you?  You received it.  It’s that Gospel which you heard 
by preaching, which you received, which you stand in today.”
Which is also the case for this Congregation here today.  We have heard the Gospel.  
We have received it and now we stand in it.

“Through that Gospel,” verse 2, “you are being saved.  If you continue to hold fast to 
Gospel truth, you will continue to be saved.  Your continuing to be saved depends,” 
says the Apostle, “on your continuing to hold fast to Gospel truth.  Otherwise you have 
believed in vain.  You are a counterfeit Christian.”

Now here again we are touching, as Paul often does in his letters, on the truth of 
Apostasy.  There are counterfeit believers and there are genuine believers.  Very often.
In fact usually.  They are almost impossible to distinguish.  The great thing about a 
counterfeit is that it looks exactly like the real thing.  How many times have you had 
counterfeit money?  You don’t know.  Do you?  Being counterfeit, it looked like the real 
thing.  You received it and spent it.  Everybody accepted it as the real thing.  But it 
wasn’t!  Unless it was a very bad counterfeit.  It passes for the real thing.

There are people like that, says the New Testament.  Who pass for the real thing.  
They are accepted as Christians.  They are welcomed as Christians.  Even the ‘world’ 
accepts them as Christians.  But it becomes plain, eventually, who the counterfeit 
people are and who the real ones are.  How?  Eventually.  Some times a long time af-
terwards as the parable of the sower shows us.  Counterfeit believers, drop off.  They 
no longer hold to the truth.  Think of people that you have known, who professed to be 
Christians.  You accepted them as Christians.  You loved them as Christians.  But 
today they make no profession of Christian faith.

You may think of people who were very firm for the evangelical faith, years ago and al-
though they make a profession of faith for a Christian faith today, they no longer hold to
the faith of the Apostles.  They defected from the evangelical faith.



These are the people the Apostle is talking about.  He’s saying, that your continuing to 
be saved, depends of your continuing to hold to the truth.  And if you don’t hold to the 
truth.  You’ve believed in vain.  “So let me remind you,” he says, “what the truth is.”

So now we go to verse 3:  “The truth, is the truth that I delivered to you.”
You will remember that the Apostle Paul had met with the Risen Christ in the wilder-
ness, beyond Damascus.  Spending considerable time with Him, before commencing 
his public ministry.  During this time Christ ‘delivered’ certain things to him.  What he 
says about the Lord’s Table, in Chapter 11, was delivered to Paul by Christ.  The Gos-
pel which he preached wasn’t received from men.  He received it from Christ.  

Now what Gospel, Paul, did you receive from Christ?  He tells us now in verse 3.  
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, … Who died?  Christ.  What did He do?  
Actually, historically – died.  What sort of death was it?  Christ died for sin.  It was a 
venal death.  What sort of death was it?  Christ died for our sins.  It was a substitu-
tional death.  And was all this a last minute arrangement by God?  No!  Christ died for 
our sins, according to the Scriptures.  Just as the Old Testament had promised for cen-
turies. It eventually happened.

 

“That is the Gospel I received from Christ and the Gospel which I have been preach-
ing.  The Gospel which saved you – if you continue to believe it.  But that’s not all!”  
Verse 4.  “Christ death was a real death and the proof of that is the burial,  Three days 
past and then He rose again!  All that –  the burial and the three days as well as the 
Resurrection – was according to the Scriptures.  The Old Testament had predicted that
as well!  It was a fulfilment of Scripture.”

The Greek for ‘He rose again’4, is interesting.  It’s in the ‘perfect’ tense,  which means 
that Christ ‘rose and remained risen’.  Hence our use of special banners on Easter 
Sunday:  “He IS risen!” The Gospel isn’t:  Christ has risen.  Because Lazarus has 
risen; Jairus' Daughter has risen; the son of the widow of Nain has risen.  But they 
don’t remain risen!  The Gospel is that He IS risen.  He lives and never dies again.

“Now,” says, Paul, verse 5 and onwards, “this risen Christ who is alive, never to die 
again, has been seen.”  Paul is here showing that He really did rise!  He gives us a list 
of Resurrection appearances.  It is Paul’s own list.  There are Resurrection appear-
ances, that are included in the Gospel, which are not included here.  Paul is just giving 
a selection of people who saw Christ, to bring home the point:  Christ is risen and we 
can know for certain, that Christ is risen.

“Peter saw Him!”  Verse 5.  That’s who Cephas is.  “Then ‘the 12’ saw Him.”  Of course
he’s using ‘the 12’ in a loose sense, because Judas didn’t see Him.  And to begin with 
Thomas didn’t see Him until later.

4  ἐγήγερται (egēgertai)  V – RIM/P – 3S   (Verb – Perfect Indicative Middle or Passive  - 3rd Person Singular)  Where, R = the 
Perfect Tense, I = Indicative Mood, M/P = Middle or Passive Voice, 3P = 3rd Person Singular.



Then verse 6:  “500 at the one time saw Him and the majority of them are still alive.  
You can ask them as witnesses.  You can substantiate the facts by talking to members 
of this 500!  Some have fallen asleep.”  Sleep: a lovely word, because Christ’s Resur-
rection means that death for a believer is not the terror that death once was.  But for 
the majority of them as Paul was speaking it was possible to verify what he was say-
ing.  Consider:  If a law court summoned 500 witnesses all of with the same testimony, 
saying that a certain thing had happened.  The case would be carried.  That’s what 
Paul is saying.  “500 at once, saw the risen Christ. He really is alive!”

This is Paul’s great point:  The facts are tested.  “James saw Him,” verse 7, “and then 
all the Apostles.“  Here it is worthy of note that, ‘all the 12’ were Apostles, but ‘the 12’ 
and ‘the Apostles’ are not the same thing in this list.  All the 12 were Apostles, but not 
all the Apostles were of the 12.

“Last of all!” and the Greek is quite clear, as is the English, the last person of all – there
is no one since!  The very last person to see Christ was?  Paul.  “He appeared to me 
also.”

Paul is not just saying that, I am the last of the list that I am mentioning.  Paul is saying
that he is the very last person of all, who saw the risen Christ.  Nobody has seen Christ
since Paul.  John saw Him but only in a prophetic vision.  But no one has seen the 
risen Christ since Paul.  Everyone who says that he has seen the risen Christ, since 
Paul, is an impostor.  Nobody has seen Christ since.  Nobody!  That’s Paul’s whole 
point as we shall see.

8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  Now that’s a very inter-
esting expression.  It doesn’t mean someone who is born too late.  We tend to take it 
that way.  The Greek word is not of someone who is born too late.  The Greek word is 
of someone who is born too early!  It is the Greek word for abortion5 that Paul uses 
here.  Or the same word which is used in Greek for a miscarriage.
Sometimes a baby becomes a member of a family because it survives this experience.
It’s born violently, unnaturally and unexpectedly.  That’s what Paul means: “There’s a 
family of people who witness the risen Christ and into that family I came.  Violently, un-
naturally and unexpectedly.  When nobody expected it, I became a member of that 
family who have seen the risen Christ.  That’s what makes me an Apostle.  Even to 
me, Christ appeared.”

Verse 9:  “Because I am an Apostle.  Without doubt I’m the least worthy of the 
Apostles.  But I am an Apostle.  I’m not worthy of the high privilege of being an Apostle,
because I persecuted the Church of God.  But I am an Apostle.”

5  ἐκτρώματι (ektrōmati) — 1 Occurrence:   ἔκτρωμα, ἐκτρωτος, τό (ἐκτιτρώσκω to cause or to suffer abortion; like ἔκβρωμα 
from ἐκβιβρώσκω), an abortion, abortive birth; an untimely birth: 1 Corinthians 15:8, where Paul likens himself to an ἔκτρωμα, 
and in 1 Corinthians 15:9 explains in what sense: that he is as inferior to the rest of the apostles as an immature birth comes short 
of a mature one, and is no more worthy of the name of an apostle than an abortion is of the name of a child. 



But before we continue with Paul’s argument, we should pause for an ‘aside’.

Paul how do you argue that you are an Apostle?  “Because I saw the risen Christ.”
What is it that makes someone an Apostle, Paul?   “Well they have to be somebody 
who saw the risen Christ.”  Has anybody seen the risen Christ since you did Paul?  
“No.  I am last of all.”  It’s quite clear to true Christians, that there can be no more 
Apostles.  This passage makes it quite plain.  To be an Apostle you have to have seen 
Christ.  But nobody has seen Christ since Paul.  Therefore there can be no more 
Apostles since Paul.

Unfortunately there have been actual examples, in recent times, of mature churches 
experiencing a split on this issue.  The Pastor and a group of members wanted to ap-
point an Apostle.  The rest disagreed and had, in all conscience, to leave.  There are 
people today who believe that there can be modern-day Apostles.  Having jurisdiction 
and power over all the Churches of Christ.  If they are right, then Paul is wrong:  You 
have to have seen Christ to be an Apostle and nobody has seen Christ since Paul.  So 
there are no Apostles since Paul.  That’s the end of the ‘aside’.  We continue now with 
Paul’s logical argument.

“You see,” says Paul, “I’ve seen the Lord.  I’m an Apostle and the only explanation for 
my being what I am is the grace and kindness of God.  I was a zealous persecutor.  
Now I’m a zealous preacher.  I used to appear before the Church as someone who 
compelled Christians to blaspheme.  Now I appear before the Church as a teacher of 
God’s Word and one who inspires Christian zeal.  The difference that has been made 
in me has been done by the grace and kindness of God.”

“This grace,” he says in verse 10, “wasn’t wasted.”  Listen to what he wrote.  It’s a re-
buke to all of us: 10 …  his grace towards me was not in vain. (that is: it wasn’t wasted,)
On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,   Now there is a word, also in the 
Greek language6, meaning that a man has been at work all day and when he comes 
home at the end of the day he is absolutely exhausted.  When he gets into his house 
he sinks down into his chair and nothing that you can do can get him out of it.  He’s 
worked so hard!  “That’s the way I worked for the Gospel,” says the Apostle Paul.  It’s a
word that refers to effort not achievement!  Its a word which refers to how hard you 
work, not how much you produce.

“I worked harder than all the other Apostles put together.” Said the Apostle Paul.  “I did.
I had an unpromising beginning. I came into the family as a miscarriage.  But from this 
unpromising beginning, I worked harder than all the other Apostles put together.  But I 
don’t take any credit for it.”   10 … though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. “It wasn’t the grace of man that made me work like this, it was the grace of God!  I 
had a strength – a divine energy inside me – enabling me to preach the Gospel of the 
Resurrection.”

6  ἐκοπίασα (ekopiasa) — 2 Occurrences:  in Biblical Greek alone, to labor with wearisome effort, to toil 



So we see what Paul is telling us.  The reason for his preaching:  the Resurrection,  
The centre of his preaching: the Resurrection –  the death, burial and Resurrection of 
Christ.  He is what he is because of the Resurrection.  The great truth which he has al-
ways put forward, when he preaches, is the Resurrection.  “That’s the message which 
saves you.” verse 11, “It’s the message that all we Apostles preach.  It’s a message 
which all who are Christians believe.  The Resurrection is the centre – and it is also the
explanation of – the Gospel and the Christian Church.”

That’s how the Apostle starts his discussion on the subject of resurrection.  He estab-
lishes a fact:  the Resurrection of Christ.  We should never be sidetracked from that 
starting point!  Don’t discuss psychic phenomena, tappings on the wall, ouija  boards, 
voices in spiritualist meetings, or anything else, until you have first discussed and es-
tablished the facts of the Resurrection of Christ.  You won’t make any headway unless 
you start there.  Refuse to discuss ‘life after death’ until you’ve discussed Him, who 
has the ‘key’ of death in His hands.  He who has overcome death –  the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

[2739]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday   17  th   July, 2022  

1 Corinthians 15:1-20

The Resurrection of Christ – Part 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 15:20
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 
 
Last week, we considered verses 1-11 of 1 Corinthians 15.  

Now for verses 12-20:  Paul has talked about the Resurrection of Christ.  Now the 
second step in his argument is to talk about the consequences of denying the ‘resur-
rection of the dead’.  

There were these people in Corinth.  You could sum up what they believed in five 
words: ‘dead men do not rise’!  So first of all he proves that Christ rose.  Now he shows
them the consequences of their belief, that ‘dead me do not rise’.

Paul is now really coming to the point.  We should recognise that most Greeks be-
lieved in the immortality of the soul.  The immortality of the soul is a Greek idea.  The 
Bible never talks about immortality.  Except of God or of the body.  The word, immortal-
ity, is not used of the soul, anywhere in the Scripture.  But the Greeks had this idea of 
the immortality of the soul.  You lived and you died.  Then inside your body was a 
‘ghost’ – a ghost in the machine is the way of talking about it.  A spirit which lives inside
your body.  Which then came out your nostrils, or whatever, when you died and lived 
on and on and on.  That’s what Greeks believed.

Now, in a church largely composed of Greeks, the Bible’s teaching was very hard for 
them to accept.  The Bible’s teaching is not that you have a soul, but that you are a 
soul.  God brings into the ‘dust of the earth’ the ‘breath of life’ and man became a living
soul.  There is a spiritual side to you and a physical side of you and when they are 
‘married together’ you are a living soul.  When you die, of course the spirit continues.  
But Paul says that that situation is a situation of ‘nakedness’.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:2:  
he longed for his spirit to be ‘clothed upon’! (KJV)  It is unnatural for a human being to 
fully continue as a being without a body to express his true spirituality.  Therefore the 
Bible insists that you don’t just continue as a spirit, but that your body will be raised 
from the dead.  Spirit and body will be joined together.  In eternity you will have a re-
surrection body like Christ’s glorious body!

Now when that sort of teaching was preached to a Greek church they found it hard to 
accept!  They kept slipping back into the Greek view of the immortality of the soul.  No 
only them.  The majority of Christians today, find it easier to believe the Greek idea, 
than the Bible idea.  How many books have you ever read on resurrection?  How many
books are there on this subject?  When did you last hear a sermon on resurrection.  



Even when you have Christians together talking about the future.  How often do they 
discuss resurrection?  It’s almost an unknown topic.

“Very well,” says Paul verse 12, “if you are right, and ‘dead men do not rise’.  How can 
you hold to the very central message of the Gospel, which says that Christ, dead and 
buried, did rise and is risen?  You can’t hold to ‘dead men do not rise’ and at the same 
time believe in a Resurrected Christ!  

“If you are right,” verse 13, “and ‘dead men do not rise’, then Christ didn’t rise!  Be-
cause he was a ‘dead man’ for 3 days.  You can’t have your cake and eat it.  You can’t 
have your particular view and that of the Gospel. One is a contradiction of the other.”

Verse 14:  “If ‘dead men do not rise’.  If that’s true, then my preaching and the preach-
ing of the other Apostles is just empty words.  Remember:  years ago in Jerusalem the 
Jews delivered a man to be crucified by the Romans.  He truly was thoroughly cruci-
fied, taken down and put in a tomb.  We declare to the world that that was God in that 
tomb.  But the proof that God was in it, is that God raised Him from the dead.  If God 
didn’t raise Him from the dead, then that crucifixion is very little different from any other
crucifixion which was carried out with typical Roman efficiency.  Our message then, is 
that Crucifixion is the very centre of history.  If it is a sham!  If the Gospel message is a 
sham, then the faith which the Gospel produces is also a sham.”  14 And if Christ has 
not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 

“But there is something else.  If Christ didn’t rise, Christian preachers are liars!”
Sometimes any mature Christian may find himself giving advice to other people.  
Sometimes this is given in all good faith to somebody and subsequent events prove 
that that advice was wrong.  Due perhaps to lack of experience, wisdom or under-
standing of the total situation.  But because a man gives wrong advice, that doesn’t 
make him a liar.  But the Gospel isn’t merely ‘good advice’.  The Gospel is a declara-
tion of God’s saving fact.  If a man says a fact took place when it didn’t take place, then
that means that that man is a liar!

We are not just psychotherapists giving out good advice.  Christian teachers are de-
claring saving facts.  The great saving fact is the Resurrection of Christ.  If it didn’t take
place, then we are liars!  “In fact we’re like people in court,” says the Apostle, Paul.  
“The man stands in the witness box and he says, ‘That man over there did such and 
such a thing.’  But he didn’t!   Christian preachers stand and say, ‘God did such and 
such a thing.’  But ‘if dead men don’t rise’:  God didn’t.  So such preachers are actually 
false witnesses against God.”  Says the Apostle, verse 15:  15 We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he 
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.

“Let me say it again.” Says the Apostle, verse 16, “If ‘dead men do not rise’, Christ who
was a dead man is not risen.   And,” verse 17. “If Christ is not risen, then your faith is a 
waste of time.”  If Christ is not risen you could be out partying or at the Bingo hall, 
rather than here this morning.  Or doing a Sunday job!  Studying for your exams.  If 
Christ didn’t rise, it is fruitless – futile – your being here.  



“In fact, says the Apostle Paul,” in verse 17, “you’re still in your sins!”
What does he mean?  As a Christian I believe that I haven’t kept the Law but Christ 
kept it for me.  As a believer, I believe that my sins deserve eternal punishment, but Je-
sus Christ was punished instead of me.  But the only proof that I have that God has ac-
cepted what Christ did, is the fact that God raised Him from the dead.  If Jesus is still in
the grave.  It’s quite possible that He died for His own sins and that he didn’t live a per-
fect life.  Therefore I as a believer, haven’t got a perfect life credited to my account.  

If Jesus Christ is still in the grave and he died for His own sins.  He can’t have died in 
place of mine.  If He is still in the grave, then I am without hope.  I haven’t got someone
who lived on my behalf and died in my place.  There isn’t anybody who has borne my 
sins.  Which means I have to bear them myself.  I’m as condemned as the next man.  
I’m as damned as those around me.  If Christ didn’t rise.  I’m still in my sins!

Then there is another thing, verse 18. Lots of us have been to funeral services of be-
lievers.  Some have taken their parents to the grave.  Some of their children.  Even sib-
lings.  On placing those believers in the grave you have laid them to sleep.  You’re 
thoughts did not consider that this was their final resting place.  Because Christ will 
come again – the second time – and open graves and elsewhere.  It’s like sleep.  Tem-
porary.  

So they are buried in the ‘sure and certain hope’ of the resurrection of the body of the 
dead.7    If Christ didn’t rise.  All those ‘dear departed’, they certainly won’t rise!  If there
is no Christ to come back and take them out of the grave – because He, Himself, is still
in a grave.  Then we were deceived when we buried them in that hope.  Because there
would be no glorious ‘last day’.   Indeed if Christ didn’t rise from the grave.  Then His 
sacrifice hasn’t been accepted.  If His sacrifice hasn’t been accepted.  Instead of those
people ‘being with Christ – which is far better’.  They are shrieking in hell, today!  
Without intermission and without relief.  With no hope of any kind.  The very people 
whom we said, “Have gone into everlasting life.”  Have perished.

Verse 19:  “If Christ didn’t rise and if there is no salvation through a Sacrifice that has 
been accepted by God.  Then you Christian believers are the most pitiable people in 
the world.”  Why Paul?  “Because you’re deluded.  You’ve set your hope on Christ.  
And this hope is no just for this life,  but for afterwards.  If there is no afterwards.  Then 
you are the most pitiable people in the world.”

They – ‘the world’, could have said to you earlier this morning.  “What!   On a lovely 
Sunday like it is today.  You’re off to that Church again!”  But you came because you 
wanted to please the One who died for you.  Who lives for you and intercedes for you.  
And is coming again for you. 

7  Note the use of this well know phrase used at Christian Funerals.  See the reflection of the then Moderator General of the PCA in 
2018, inspired by his attendance at the burial of his aunt in England. 
https://www.presbyterian.org.au/index.php/resources/moderator-s-comments/152-resurrection-you-can-stake-your-life-on-it



At work they swear all around you.  You won’t swear.  They say, “You’re strange.  
You’re not ‘with it’.  Why don’t you ‘get it off your chest’ sometimes?”.  But you don’t be-
cause you want to please Him who died for you and rose again.  Intercedes for you. 
Living in your heart, by His Spirit.  Sustaining you by His promises.  Is coming again for
you, to raise you from the dead and will acquit you at the last judgement and take you 
to heaven.

And so on.  You go on with persecution and ostracism.  Misunderstanding and tension 
in the family – all for Christ’s sake.  Even some will die for that sake.  There is that con-
stant battle with your sins.  You are at war with the devil!

It’s all a waste of time!  If there is no resurrection day.  Wasting your time.

If there is no day when my body is to be changed into a likeness of Christ’s glorious 
body.  If there is no day when I will be eternally re-united with Christian believers.  If 
there is no heavenly welcome to be expected from the Lord Jesus Christ.  If there is no
heaven – where there is no sin and no crime, no pain, no tears, no ‘passing’.
Then I’m wasting my time.  The Christian life is a waste of time.   ---- 

Verse 20: 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, ... The sacrifice of 
Christ has been accepted by the Father.  It isn’t a waste of time.  Christian preachers 
have told me the truth.  I’m not ‘still in my sins’.  The loved ones aren’t shrieking in hell!
I’m not to be pitied.  Because despite everything that I go through, my Saviour is alive. 
I go through everything because I am going to Him.  His Resurrection is a guarantee of
my own resurrection.  Christ is the ‘first
fruit’. --- 

Remember in the Old Testament. (Leviticus 23:10-12)  They brought a little snatch of 
grain before the Lord and that consecrated the whole of the harvest which was to fol-
low.  It was the guarantee that the rest of the harvest was to follow.  It’s the same with 
Christ.  He has come out of the grave.  He’s alive for ever more and He’s in the pres-
ence of God.  He’s the pledge that all the rest will come as well.  The guarantee that 
the rest will come as well.  Everyone ‘joined to Christ’ will rise like Christ rose.

His Resurrection proves it.  His Resurrection is the pledge of it.  The Christian faith 
isn’t a waste of time!  The Christian faith centres on the Resurrection –  the central 
message of the Gospel.  That’s why we preach: 9  …  if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. (Romans 10:9)  Thank God that Matthew Arnold, at least in this respect, was
right.  When He said that the Resurrection is the best attested fact of history.

That’s what the Gospel is about.  It’s an insistence on a fact.  33 And with great power 
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:33).  There is merit in the chorus which ends 
with: You ask me how I know He lives.  He lives within my heart.  We should be glad 
that we can say that.  But that’s not all that needs to be said.  Bultmann – a European 



theologian of last Century, (and a collaborator with Karl Barth) thought that it wasn’t 
really important if Christ rose or not.  As long as the ‘idea’ of Christ continues in the 
world and the Spirit of Christ is still in people’s hearts.  So did others of the liberal 
movement.  They taught this idea, that it doesn’t really matter if Christ is alive –  out of 
a literal grave  – or not.  As long as He is alive in your heart.

But that is not what Paul says!   Thank God that we believe in the fact of the Resurrec-
tion.  Years ago some women came to a grave on a Sunday morning.  The grave was 
empty!  The looked at the grave clothes –  completely undisturbed.  One of them 
turned around, a little later, and saw Him.  So did several others that very day.  Also the
Apostles and 500 at once!   They were changed.  The Christian Church was born.  
They went through fire, persecution and the sword – because they knew that Jesus 
Christ was alive.

That Day was the guarantee of another Day.  When all those who are joined to Christ 
shall share in the same experience at the Last Day.  The New Testament insists: as He
is, so we shall be! (1 John 4:17) And our response to that can only be: Hallelujah!

[2407]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



 Delivered Sunday   24  th   July, 2022  

1 Corinthians 15:20-34

The Consequences of Christ’s Resurrection
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 15:25
25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

 
Chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, which we are studying, is the classic statement about
resurrection.  Last week we looked at the first 19 verses.  Finding that Paul ap-
proached this subject in a series of steps: there were people in the church who 
said, “Dead men do not rise”.  So the first of all, step 1, Paul talks about the resur-
rection of Christ.  Establishing it as a fact!  Once you establish, as a fact, the Re-
surrection of Christ, you disprove for ever that ‘dead men do not rise’.  Then, step 
2, he talks about the consequences of that belief of denying resurrection.  Now 
today, and next week, in verses 19 – 24, we have step 3 and step 4 of his argu-
ment.

Verses 20-28 comprise the third step in Paul’s argument.  He’s talked about the 
fact of Christ’s Resurrection and the consequences of denying that there is such a
thing as resurrection and now he talks about the consequences of Christ’s Resur-
rection.

He’s just told us, quite correctly, that you Christians are the most pitiable objects in
the world.  The world should feel sorry for you.  Because you have set all your 
hopes on a future life.  If there is no future life, then all your hopes are dashed to 
the ground!  You’re deluded –  misled.  You’ve spent your few years on the earth, 
being ostracised, ridiculed, mocked and persecuted as a total waste of time be-
cause there is no after-life.

But that is not the way it is!  Thank God.  As he now tells us in verse 20.  He tells 
us in verse 20, that we are not the most pitiable people in the world.  We’re not to 
be pitied.  He starts verse twenty with a ‘but’.  20 But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  Christ did rise and 
Christ is risen.  Is the strength of the Greek words he uses.  “I’m not just telling 
you,” he says, “that years ago Christ came out of the grave.  I am telling you that 
he is still out of the grave!  I’m not just telling you that the Resurrection is a historic
fact.  I’m telling you that the One who rose from the dead, continues to be the ‘liv-
ing Lord’.  He who is out of the grave is the ‘firstfruits’ of those who are still in the 
grave. 20 … the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

As we saw last week, we need to look back to Leviticus 23:  There is the harvest 
growing in the field.  When the appropriate time comes a small sheath is cut and 
taken by the priest.  He holds it in his hand and waves it before God.  That con-
secrates the whole of the harvest.  But more than that!  It is the pledge –  if you 
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like, it is the guarantee – that everything else in the field will eventually be cut, 
reaped and successfully put in the barn.  That first sheath –  which is the pledge of
all the future harvest – is the guarantee of the future harvest.  It’s a sheath taken 
from before that harvest as a guarantee that everything else will follow and was 
called the ‘firstfruits’.

Jesus Christ is the ‘firstfruits’!  He rose from the dead on the very day when the 
‘firstfruits’ were waved before God.  He is the ‘firstfruits of everyone who sleeps.  
Everyone who is united to Jesus Christ is merely sleeping in their tomb.  Of 
course they are even now with Christ in their spirit.  But their bodies are merely 
sleeping.  Like sleep, their old bodies are only in a temporary state.  In other 
words their graves are not permanent resting places.  That grave is just a couch.  
A temporary place.  That body will eventually leave it.
Christ is the guarantee that everyone joined to Him, will have a resurrection like 
His.

So we are not the most pitiable people in the world.  The Resurrection is a fact.  
Our resurrection is a fact.  It’s guaranteed by the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!

How different that is from the world.  There is no greater difference, between a 
Christian and a non-Christian, than in their attitude to death.  How does a 10 year 
old unconverted child – if he ever thinks of death – think about it?  Well, he thinks 
about it as being a long way off.  Then he grows up and becomes 20.  He’s uncon-
verted still as he may think about death.  But he realises that ‘life expectancy’ in-
dicates that it’s still some 50 years away!  As he goes through life …   30 … 40, he
derives all his comfort from the fact that death is still a long way away.  Of course 
God kindly reminds him from time to time that it isn’t.  

We all are the same distance form death, however old we are. Just the lack of a 
few heart beats!  A few breaths.  That’s the distance that we all are from death.  
But God every now and then may take a school friend.  Or someone from work.  
Or a near neighbour.  They die of a disease or from an accident.  So that person is
reminded that death is not so far away.  But none the less because of the deprav-
ity of his mind, he keeps putting death into the distance.  Even when he really be-
comes ‘old’ – 70 or 75 or even 80 – he stills thinks of death as ‘not yet’.  Maybe to-
morrow, or next week, but not yet!

The unconverted person derives all his comfort from the fact that death for him is 
not yet.  When, of course, when the moment at last comes.  That person is totally 
unprepared and all his hopes and all that he has ever lived for – all that he wanted
– ends!  Death for them is the end.  The end of all their pleasure.

For the Christian it is totally different.  Totally different.  “Our central belief,”  says 
Paul, “is the Resurrection of Christ.”  We can’t think of death without thinking of re-
surrection.  We are joined to Christ.  Who did die and is alive.  So when we think 
of death we also think of our resurrection.  Death to us is not the end.  Death in a 
Christian’s thinking is the beginning.  We go through this life.  We serve God as 
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best we can.  We have many joys in this life and also scores of sorrows and diffi-
culties.  But we can’t endure the thought that this life goes on for ever.  No Chris-
tian wants that!  You don’t want to go on forever fighting against sin, in a broken 
world, with a devil and everything else which is awful and ungodly.  We should be 
out of it, in God’s time.  You want to be out of it.  We know very well that at last 
when we die we will be with Christ in Spirit.  Then, there is a Resurrection Day and
you’ll be like Christ physically.  In a perfect world as a body and spirit together.  An
altogether marvellous prospect. 

“Now how is it,” says Paul, verse 21, “that death came into the world?”  All people 
fear death, because they know it’s unnatural.  It’s not natural it’s an invasion.  It 
wasn’t in the world originally.  It has invaded the world.  How did death come into 
the world?  It came into the world by ‘man’.  There was Adam.  Adam was man-
kind.  That one man was the federal head of everything which was to follow.  That 
man walked out on God and the moment that he walked out on God his spiritual 
condition changed.  The day he ate the forbidden fruit he died –  although he lived 
‘in the body’ for years afterwards.   The day he ate the fruit he lost his communion 
with God.  He became a fallen creature.  He was a sinner.  He was perverted in 
the whole of his nature.

Although there were many good things left in his life.  All of it was infected by sin.  
But that new condition is called death.  No longer responsive to God.  Didn’t want 
God – he tried to hide from Him.  God wasn’t first in his affection.  He was afraid of
God!  That whole situation is called death.  The penalty of being in this state of 
spiritual death, was physical death.  Being made from dust and at the moment of 
his sin it was certain to dust he would return.
Death –  physical death – is a constant reminder to men and women of what their 
condition is by inherited nature.  They die because they are dead.  

That’s how death came into the world.  Adam’s sin.  That one sin had far reaching 
consequences.  Which affect me and affect you.  Because we are all descendants
of Adam, and all linked to him in a federal relationship.  But the good news of the 
Gospel is that just as Adam’s sinning had far reaching consequences, Christ's Re-
surrection has far reaching consequences!  Just as ruin came into the world by 
man, salvation comes into the world by a Man.  Just as death came by man, life 
comes by Man.  But this Man of course is God’s everlasting Son, Jesus Christ!

Look at verse 22:  Thomas Goodwin8, the old Puritan, has an expression that goes
like this:  In the sight of God there are only two men.  There’s Adam and there’s 
Christ and every other man hangs on to their apron strings.  In other words you’re 
either an Adamite or a Christian.  You’re either ‘in’ Adam or you are ‘in’ Christ.  
You’re either a member of that race or of the other race.  One or the other!

8  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Goodwin

20



Now, everyone who is in Adam, dies.  While everyone who is in Christ, shall be 
made alive.  Just as it is certain that Adamites will die, it is equally certain that a 
Christian, shall be made alive.  That’s what the Apostle is telling us.

“But” verse 23, “every man in his own order.”  This is one of the places in the New 
Testament where Paul uses a military expression.  He’d never been in the army, 
but he none the less uses many such expressions.  There’s a Greek word9, tag-
mati,  which means a detachment.  Consider a military parade.  The various de-
tachments go by the saluting stage.  In a particular order.  So Paul is saying that 
there is a certain order in resurrection.  The first detachment which goes past, 
consists of one Person:  23 … each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at 
his coming those who belong to Christ.  He’s like the leader of the parade.  Every-
one who is in the parade, follows where He goes.  After that  – the next detach-
ment – are those of His at His coming.  The first One to rise from the dead:  Christ!

He’s already arisen.  But wherever He goes a great company is also going to go.  
Who?  They that are Christ’s!  And when will their resurrection take place?  At 
Christ’s coming.  Marvellous truth!  Paul is stating it with assurance and confid-
ence, but also with simplicity.

Now Paul doesn’t mention here the resurrection of unbelievers.  Of course there’s 
going to be a resurrection of unbelievers –  totally different from our resurrection in
purpose.  But he doesn’t mention it here, because he wants to keep to his main 
subject.  His main subject being to prove that there is something called resurrec-
tion and he wants to give positive teaching to the Corinthian Church about the re-
surrection of believers.  So Christ rises.  We rise, and then –  whenever that is – 
comes the end!  An unspecified time but a definite end.  Nothing beyond.

Then at the end.  (We’ll come back to the matter of His delivering the kingdom to 
the Father, in verse 24.)  At the end, what will characterise this end of the world?  
The resurrection …  then the end of the world.  But what will be the great feature 
of the end of the world?  At that moment there will be no rule but Christ’s rule.  
Nobody ruling but Jesus Christ.  Verse 24: … destroying every rule and every au-
thority and power.  In other words, every power, of every kind, is made subservient
to Christ.  Everything which was against Christ –  conquered.  Everything in the 
world which seemed powerful – robbed of its power.  Every other rule – totally in-
operative.
No mention of any battles!  But none the less stated as a fact.  Christ alone ruling. 
Nobody else ruling!  That is the great feature of the end of the world.

“And,” says, Paul, verse 25, “He must reign.  This is what God has decided.  It’s 
what God has determined.  There’s no uncertainty about it.  He must reign.  Until 
he has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy which shall be destroyed is
death!”

9  τάγματι  tagmati –  1 Corinthians 15:23, where Paul specifies several distinct bands or classes of those raised from the 
dead 
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You can see what Paul’s purpose is here.  He’s encouraging Christian for all his 
worth.  Here we live 2000 years later.  When we look out across the world, we 
watch the TV, consult the internet and even read a newspaper, as we mix with our 
neighbours and the folk that we work with –  there’s one impression which comes 
into our mind every day: and it is that wickedness is growing.  Growing and grow-
ing.  We see wickedness open and unashamed, which we have never seen be-
fore.  We see awful things.  Some of us who are parents, are quite rightly very 
afraid for our children.  Some education authorities now teach in school that ho-
mosexuality is alright!  Offering material to children by which they can get help if 
they feel that they are inclined to go in this direction.  By help they mean of 
course, where they can get the appropriate facilities to fulfil this perversion.
We see wickedness growing.  Things that were only spoken of in secret are now 
subjects of entertainment.  Lying, all sorts of political rorts and trickery.

A total collapse of standards.  Enemies of the Gospel rising on every hand.  
Rampant humanism –  which tries to wipe God out of people’s thoughts.  All sorts 
of regimes in parts of the world which are oppressing Christian men and women  
Such that the Church of Christ is more persecuted this Sunday morning, than in 
any time in its history.  We ask, “How can these things ever be conquered?”

But Paul says,  “Don’t fear!  At the resurrection you will look and you will not find 
one of those things.  Everything that seems so powerful, will be totally over-ruled.
At that resurrection day there will be only One who is ruling:  the Lord Jesus 
Christ!
No other rule.   No other influence.  No other power and no other standard.  Ex-
cept the Lord Himself.

Right now we are in the world.  Can you resist the ‘touch of death’?  You know that
when the crunch comes.  Age will catch up with you or a disease will strike you 
down.  Some surgery will prove to be unsuccessful.  However long the doctor’s try
–  and we thank God for all they do accomplish – none the less, one can’t escape 
the touch of death.  Nor can you.  Nor can I.  It touches everybody.  “But on the 
Resurrection Day even death will be robbed of all its power.”  Says the Apostle 
there at verse 26.  Death which is seemingly invincible – everybody who has ever 
died is still dead today except the Lord Jesus Christ.  And because that’s a fact at 
last we will see the total conquest of death.  Such that the risen men and women 
will never die again!  Some alive, for ever more in awful torment and some alive 
for evermore in marvellous bliss.  Death totally robbed of its power, because of the
triumph of Christ.  Paul is stressing the same point:  Everything else will collapse, 
except the rule of Christ.  Everything will come to an end except the rule of Christ.
 

[2604]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present 
today.  Amen.      
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Delivered Sunday 31  st   July, 2022  
1 Corinthians 15:20-34

The Consequences of Christ’s Resurrection –  Part 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 15:33
33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
 
In Chapter 15, Paul is establishing the classic doctrine of resurrection –  yours and
mine.  So far Paul has been doing this in 4 steps.  Step 1:  Establish the Fact of 
Christ’s Resurrection; Step 2:  Impress on us the consequences of denying resur-
rection; Step 3:  The consequences of Christ’s Resurrection – which we began 
last week and have verses 27 & 28 to complete before we conclude with Step 4: 
The consequences (and choice) for the Christian.

Verses 27 & 28. These verses are found to be very difficult for many Christians.
They shouldn’t really.  Before we read them again let’s put the truth about them 
like this:  

Once there was a king, who had a kingdom, but the kingdom broke out into 
total rebellion.  Everybody in the kingdom, without exception, was against 
the king.  The only exception to this rampant10 rebellion was the king’s son, 
but nobody else.   The king sent his son to end the rebellion, giving him all 
authority to do so.  The kingdom –  everyone in it – was against the king.  
But the son is now given all authority over everything that the king reigns 
over.  It is his mandate – his commission –  to end the rebellion. 

Now the king’s son, in his kindness, did it like this:
He persuaded, by prophets, by his own coming and placing his spirit in 
rebel’s hearts.  He persuaded many of those citizens to end their rebellion.  
Thank God that many of them realised that it was unlawful, wrong and 
wicked to rebel against so great a king!  They repented and returned to the 
rightful rule.  All of those where adopted into the king’s family.  They came 
back to the rightful rule.  

They then acknowledged only the king as king.  But the other citizens, who 
were still in rebellion,  persecuted and ostracised them.  And often killed 
those who recognised the rightful rule and obeyed it.  The others continued 
the rebellion and seemed to be getting away with it.  In fact they got to the 
point where they were able to forget about the king entirely.  Even to the 
point when they wouldn’t even mention the name of the king’s son.  Perpet-
rating awful acts of persecution against those who had turned from rebellion 
to return to the rightful rule.

10  Rampant: (especially of something unwelcome) flourishing or spreading unchecked. 
"political violence was rampant"
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So what did the king’s son do?  He went again to that kingdom in a marvel-
lous display of power.  He conquered them all!  Captured, judged and placed
them in eternal dungeons.  Not one tiny part of the kingdom remained un-
subdued!  He conquered it all.  Now those willing subjects who had returned 
to the rightful rule – they were glad, beyond expression.  The whole kingdom
was released from its tyranny.

The son, when he had subdued all, returned to the palace.  Because his 
task was completed.  He knelt before the king and did homage.  So that 
everyone was able to see that although he was the conqueror, the king was 
the one who sent him.  So he says to the king, “It is all, in obedience, to your
rule again.”  And every eye, who had been amazed at the victory of the son, 
turned to look on the one who sent him.  So the king was once again ‘all in 
all’.

Now let us look at verses 27  & 28:  27 For “God has put all things in subjection un-
der his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection”, it is plain that he is
excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjec-
ted to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

Not because God the Father is more God than God the Son.  They are co-equal, 
the same in substance, equal in power and glory.  But to do this job of conquering,
God the Son had to become a man and that implies a certain subjection.  Besides,
there is an order in the Trinity:  God the Father is first, God the Son is second, and
God the Holy Spirit is third.  It’s a great mystery to us.  But that’s the way it is 
within the God-head.  That’s the way God always acts.  So we will see everything 
subdued by Jesus Christ.  Everything!  Then He will come to God the Father and 
do homage to Him and say, “It’s all, in obedience, to your rule, again.”  And God 
shall be all in all.

That is the real joy of Resurrection Day!  The real joy does not lie so much in that 
we shall be with our loved ones again  –  though that will be thrilling.  The real joy 
of Resurrection Day will be that we shall be with Christ.  To see Him as He is.  But 
the real thrill of that –  the Christ whom we shall see and will be with – is the Christ
who will have conquered all.   No other rule but His!  That’s the way we must com-
fort our hearts in evil days, like today.

That was step 3, in Paul’s argument.  We finish for today in taking his 4 th step.  
Verses 29-34:  Each step in the argument is different from the next.  Paul has 
taken us right into heaven and the end of the world.  Now there is an abrupt 
change.  He’s spoken about Christ and the glory of Christ.  Now he talks about the
Christian.  But all part of the same purpose: to press upon us that resurrection is a
certainty.

Verse 29.  It can be said that there are more interpretations of this verse than any 
verse in the Bible.  (You could probably get a Phd if you could survey all the views,
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over the Centuries, of this verse!)  Yet there is no reason for this because the 
meaning of this verse is quite simple.

Believe it or not.  In the Church at Corinth, there were believers who died without 
being baptised.  Perhaps because they had only recently been converted or per-
haps because they were too ill or lost their lives in persecution or other reasons.  
They were ‘born again’, and died, but had not been baptised.
This might surprise you, but the Christians who were left alive in the Church, got 
themselves baptised on behalf of those who hadn’t been baptised.  Somebody is 
converted and dies unbaptised and somebody else comes along and gets bap-
tised on that person’s behalf.  That teaches a lot about how important they thought
baptism as being, but nowhere in that passage does Paul say that that is right.  
There’s no indication in this passage that what they were doing was right.  That’s 
why he says, verse 29, “...else what shall they do, which are baptised for the 
dead?11”  Whereas, when he is talking about ‘persecution’ in verse 30, he says,   
30 Why are we in danger… ?  In other words, “persecution is common to all of us, 
but there are some of you, who are baptised on behalf of the dead. Well,” he says,
“what is the point of doing such a thing, if those who have died are finished.  What
is the point?  If dead men do not rise, then what is the point of doing anything on 
behalf of the dead?  That very odd practice that you have in Corinth is a contradic-
tion of your erroneous 5-word creed: dead men do not rise.”

Now more specifically to verse 30:  “You know as a Christian that you are in con-
stant danger, as am I.  We are in constant jeopardy, every hour.”  Not that there 
was any official persecution of the church at the stage that Paul was writing.  But 
every Christian since the world began has experienced difficulties because of be-
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ.  “What is the point of you spending all your earthly
life, being abused, maltreated and persecuted?  What is the point?  If your earthly 
life is the only life that there is.”  That’s what Paul is saying here.

“If there is a resurrection.  Then by all means we can go through, all that they can 
throw at us.  But if there is no resurrection what is the point of being different?”

Verse 31:  “Not a day,” he says, “but I am at death’s door and I swear this by my 
pride in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Everyday I go through trouble 
through being a Christian.  I’m at death’s door every day.  What’s the point of go-
ing through that – if there is no resurrection?”

“Now,” he says to you, verse 32, “I’m going to speak to you, after the manner of 
men.  That means, what I’m saying to you is not literal –  it’s ‘picture’ language.  
When I was in Ephesus, I fought with wild beasts.”  Now that doesn’t mean that 
Paul was actually taken to the arena and made to fight wild beasts in the amphi-

11 The words quote above, ‘else what shall they do … ‘ , are from the KJV rather than ‘ Otherwise, what do people 
mean ...’ in the ESV.  The KJV is preferred since the Greek: ποιήσουσιν, poiēsousin , talks about ‘doing’ rather than 
‘meaning’.  Taking full version of the root word and the surrounding grammatical environment we find the specific mean-
ing is given as : …  but differently τί ποιήσουσι ; i. e. what must be thought of the conduct of those who receive baptism? 
Will they not seem to act foolishly? 
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theatre.  He’s speaking in ‘picture’ language.  If Paul had ever been in the arena, 
he certainly would have mentioned it in 2 Corinthians when he gives a list of the 
troubles he’d been through.   No.  He’s speaking “after the manner of men”.  

They, then, knew what he was talking about.  Some time in his visit to Ephesus, 
he had gone through a terrible danger, where it was virtually certain that he would 
lose his life and he had done it for Christ’s sake.  “Well what is the point of going 
through that?  Going to such danger – such extremes – if there is no such thing as
resurrection?  If there is no resurrection let’s behave like everybody else.”

How does everybody else behave?  Well look at the end of verse 32. “Let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  That’s how unconverted people think:  “Life’s 
very short. I’ve only got so long to enjoy myself.  So let’s live it up.”  Because, as 
has been said before, the unconverted man considers death to be the end of his 
pleasure.  Whereas the Christian regards death as the beginning of perfect pleas-
ure.  “If there is no resurrection.  Live like an unconverted man.  Death is the end, 
Live it up.  Let’s go wild!  But if there is a resurrection.  What a foolish way to 
think.”

Verse 33:  “Don’t let anyone ‘pull the wool’ over your eyes.  Don’t be deceived.  
Don’t be blinded to the truth.  If you keep the wrong kind of company.  (That is 
those who deny the resurrection.)  Then even the best of you, will be turned away 
from the truth.  You’ll start believing like they do!  Because Scripture is constantly 
telling us, from the beginning to the end, that a man is influenced more than he 
can ever estimate, by the company that he keeps.  If you keep the wrong com-
pany you’ll become like the company that you keep.”

Some people may find that in the sort of work that they do, they are called on to 
write a lot of references.  People who have this experience recognise an infallible 
way of of judging the character of the person they are referring:  it is by looking at 
the company that that person keeps.  Because ‘birds of a feather’ do really, ‘flock 
together’!  It might be difficult, by other means, to ‘weigh up’ a particular person.  
But asking, “Who is close to that person?” is an almost infallible way of gauging a 
person’s true character.   People who mix with the wrong company, soon become 
like that company.

“And,” says the Apostle, Paul, “if you mix with the people who deny the resurrec-
tion.  You will soon deny it yourself.  Because evil communications corrupt good 
manners.  (KJV) or (better) “Bad company ruins good morals.” 12 (ESV)  That is 
why if anybody you know who usually goes to a church, which does not preach 
the Word of God, and mixes with such people professing to be Christians who do 
not believe the word of God, that person is in great danger.  Not only in danger but
also disobedient on the basis of this passage.  However much that person might 
hope to do for that church – if that is their motive for going there – the result will be

12  Note the order of the words in a literal translation of the Greek for this passage:  Not    be misled    Do corrupt     morals   
good     companionship     bad 
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that their spiritual life will wither and wilt and rather than be of use they will be-
come exactly like the ones who they sought to help. 

“No,” says Paul, “Wake up to righteousness and sin not!”  In Greek there are many
words for ‘awake’ (or wake up).  The one used here is correctly translated in the 
ESV as: like waking from a drunken stupor.  When a man is drunk, we are told, he
sees things which aren’t there, sometimes.  The Apostle Paul is likening the Cor-
inthians to drunken people.  They see something as true.  What they see as true is
that dead men do not rise.  “Well wake up out of that!  Stop sinning.  Come back 
to righteousness.  Finish with sin – come back to what is right.  Finish with wrong 
doctrine –  come back to the truth.  I’m writing in this way deliberately to shame 
you,” he says, “because there a some of you.  Yes, even in the church!   Who 
don’t know the Lord at all.”

That’s were we stop the verse by verse, exposition this morning.  Surely, you 
would agree that this section is a marvellous section of Scripture.  The best is not 
now.  The best is yet to be.  And the guarantee of the best to come is the Resur-
rection of Christ.  It’s encouraging in this world, to be able to declare that there is 
no future with sin.  Thank God.  If there is no future with sin, then that is the best 
possible reason for finishing with sin.  There’s no future for it.  It will all be ‘put 
down’.  That means finishing with all company which will blunt the edge from your 
spiritual life.  It is the refusal to break with misleading company.  And the refusal to
live with a resurrection perspective.  Such refusal is the proof that one does not 
know God.

If you say, “I will not beak with these people, who are dragging me down.”  And 
say that you will live as though there is no resurrection, then you must surely be 
one of the people that Paul talks about in verse 34, who have not the knowledge 
of God.

But we also must remember that Jesus Christ will subdue everything.  There are 
some people who are becoming His willing subjects right now.  They are adopted 
into God’s family and come to know God by the appointed Mediator and Saviour.  
Then there are those who do not subdue and subject themselves to Jesus Christ.  
They will at last, be brought to subdue and subject themselves – unwillingly.  But 
Jesus Christ is Lord!  He is Lord to save you or Lord to damn you.  But He is Lord!

Now is the accepted time.  Now is the Day of Salvation.  To bow to Him willingly 
and to become His glad subject.  If not now, know that shortly there will be the 
end.  28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in
all.

[2520]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present 
today.  Amen.      
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