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1 Corinthians 13:8-13

The Gift of Prophesy, Tongues & Knowledge   –  Part 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 13: 8
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.

We continue from last week.  Where we were answering the 3rd Question: When will 
the necessary disappearance of the Charismatic gifts take place.  So far we have 
found a general rule that is in operation:   that “when the complete (or perfect) comes”, 
verse 10, “the partial ceases”.  So we continue to develop that logic:

Question 3 continued.
The word ‘perfect’ in verse 10 is ‘the perfect thing’ in the original language.  While
the word is translated in different ways in the New Testament, it means the 
whole, entire, complete, manly, adult and mature.  But never once used of 
heaven.  The only time there is a remote reference to heaven is the mention of 
‘just men’ made ‘perfect’ in Hebrews.  This particular word is never once used of 
heaven.  Paul is not saying that when we are perfect (in heaven) then that which 
is partial will be done away, but when that which is perfect comes, then that 
which is ‘in part’ will be done away.  Paul is showing a contrast. That is a ‘partial’ 
this, will give way to a ‘complete’ that.  So for this contrast to be maintained the 
partial and the complete must both describe the same sort of thing.  

So what were prophecies?  Partial what?  What was the gift of Knowledge?  Par-
tial what?  They were partial revelation!  Therefore for Paul’s contrast to be main-
tained he must be saying that the partial revelation will cease because a com-
plete revelation will come.  Otherwise his whole ‘contrast’ falls to bits.  As schol-
ars may say, “The pro-thesis must be matched by the apro-thesis.”  The sen-
tence has no meaning unless the second part of the sentence is talking about the
same thing as the first part of the sentence.  While the first part of the sentence is
so obviously about revelation from God, it also must be plain that the second part
of the sentence must also be referring to revelation from God.

He is saying that when ‘complete’ revelation comes, ‘partial’ revelation will inevit-
ably, stop!  So it is simply this:  heaven is not described – except on one occa-
sion  – as some ‘thing’ that is coming.  And heaven is certainly never described 
as something coming to the Church.  But Paul is saying that when a certain thing
comes then what we have already will stop.  When maturity comes; when the 
adult state comes:  then the childish will be superfluous!

It is clear, that unless you are coming to this passage with your mind already 
made up – unfortunately that often happens – it’s quite plain what Paul is saying! 
Partial revelation will give way to complete revelation.  Childish revelation will 



give way to entire, mature, adult revelation.  At the moment of writing, the Cor-
inthians didn’t see very well:  verse 12,  12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face.  At that moment it’s like looking through a veil, we can only just
make out the form of things, but then we shall know fully, as we ourselves are 
fully known.  The veil will be taken away, and we will see clearly things that we 
have only seen as a vague shape.  The arrival of ‘complete’ revelation will kill off 
prophecy and knowledge, and the gift of tongues will cease anyway.

But we still have to answer our third question.  Which is: When will this disap-
pearance of the gifts take place?  We can’t answer this until we know what the 
‘perfect’ is of verse 10.  However it is not hard to find the answer to that.  If partial
revelation will give way to perfect revelation.  Then Paul means that the Church 
will receive a perfect revelation and when it does those things will cease.  

Look now at James Chapter 1:25. Heaven is never described by this Greek 
word1: teleios, perfect!  25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will 
be blessed in his doing.  There, James describes the Scripture as perfect. 
(28:17)  And he does so in the context of a ‘mirror image’2, which is particularly 
interesting.

Now, to 2 Timothy 3:16,1716 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that 
the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
Now the Scripture makes the man of God mature (competent), because the 
Scripture itself is complete.  “Scripture is all you need!”  Says the Apostle Paul.

But, look particularly now, to Revelation 22:18,19, because if you have any doubt
that the Scripture is the perfect ‘thing’, that Paul has been talking about.  If you 
have any doubt, at all, that Scripture is entire; cannot be added to.   Any doubt at 
all that Scripture is complete and therefore there cannot be any other revelation 
once Scripture has fully come.  You must come to this passage in Revelation: 18  I
warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: (Said the last 
Apostle as he wrote the last book of the inspired Scripture.) if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, (Once the last 
Apostle has written the last book:  there is nothing more to add. He doesn’t say 
nothing more to write –  nothing more to add!  No more revelation!  And no less!) 
19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will
take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in 
this book.

Paul is telling us in 1 Corinthians 13, that the less than adequate will give way to 
the adequate.  The less than adequate will give way to the completely adequate. 
Scripture is completely adequate.  The Apostle John tells us that it is complete.  
It’s described by James as:  the perfect thing.

1  τέλειος  teleios – having reached its end, complete, perfect 
2 See verse 23 & 24 of James 1



It’s clear.  The Corinthians did not have the Word of Christ, written down and 
available.  The Lord Jesus had gone back to heaven and they had heard by 
‘word of mouth’ some of his sayings, but they didn’t have these written down and 
available.  The Apostles came and past by and may occasionally come again.  
So they didn’t even have the commissioned Apostles on a regular basis.  So they
didn’t have at that stage what is full and complete and entire.  Therefore they 
needed prophecy, knowledge and the gift of tongues  -- which when interpreted, 
equals prophecy – because they could just not continue as a Christian Church, 
without some of the revelation from Jesus Christ, which was later to be inscriptur-
ated.  They had to receive revelation in that interim and partial way, simply to be 
New Testament –  Covenant –  people.

But we have the Scriptures and so we should never desire to return to the posi-
tion of the Corinthians.  We have the ‘complete’, so we should never desire to go 
back to the ‘incomplete’.  We have the adult and mature, so therefore we should 
never desire to go back to the childish.  It’s incredible, when so many Christians 
say that they would like to be alive when the Lord was on earth.  And to be able 
to ‘see’ Him.  Jesus said that if you haven’t seen Him you are even more 
blessed. (John 20:29) Or some who say they would like to have been with Him 
then.  Jesus said that it’s to your advantage that I go away!  Because then you 
will have the Spirit within you.(John 16:7)  “Oh to be on the mount of Transfigura-
tion and to have heard that voice speaking from Heaven!  That would have been 
heaven to me.”  But Peter says, that we have a more sure word of prophecy. (2 
Peter 1:19)  

The childishness of the Christian Church is able to be measured in terms of it’s 
desire to go back to those days which are over for ever!  The Spirit stopped giv-
ing revelation in those necessary and direct ways, when the Scripture was com-
plete.  But of course, until the complete ‘thing’ came.  The fragmentary and par-
tial had to continue.  And yet Charismatics, today, want us to go back to the par-
tial, childish and fragmentary.  Instead of giving their disciplined effort to studying 
the full, manly, complete revelation of the Holy Scriptures.

4. By now a fourth question will have arisen in some, if not many, minds.  We have 
already found why love is he greatest.  We’ve answered, how temporary are the 
gifts?  Finding that they cease before the second coming.  And when will this dis-
appearance of the gifts take place: tongues will ‘peter out’ and the other revela-
tionary gifts will end when the Scriptures are complete. Now.  Isn’t the interpreta-
tion given over the past weeks rather too fantastic?

Olyott’s answer is obviously, “No”.  The word translated as ‘perfect’ never refers 
to ‘heaven’.  Apart from Olyott’s detailed and lengthy study over many years, we 
can refer to the Theological Dictionary of New Testament Words by Kittel (Editor).
So you can look the word up.  It does not refer to heaven.  Never has done!  So it
is not reasonable to take its use in verse 10 and claim it refers to being in heaven
for all the results mentioned.  To have to wait until that comes to pass.  Further 



we will see shortly that the phrase ‘face to face’ also cannot apply to being in 
heaven.

The whole point is this.  Paul says, “Three things pass.  Three things remain.”  If 
you believe that Prophecy, Tongues and Knowledge continue right up to the 
Second Coming, you are asserting that they last as long as Faith and Hope last.  
Paul would then have had to say, “five things cease and one remains.”  Paul 
didn’t say that.  He doesn’t say that the Charismatic Gifts are co-extensive, with 
Faith and Hope.  He does say that they cease while Faith and Hope continue 
alongside Love and love is the greatest because Love alone is eternal.

Further, Paul’s use of the Greek verbs in verse 8, is utter nonsense if he is talk-
ing about the Second Coming.  Why should he say that Prophecy and Know-
ledge are ‘done away’ and that tongues will cease gradually, if all the time he is 
talking about the Second Coming?

Let’s now consider the phrase ‘face to face’.  If Paul were to be talking about 
heaven.  Why doesn’t he tell us whose face we are going to see.  John does!  
John says in the Revelation that we will see His face. (Revelation 22:4)  But Paul
doesn’t.  He uses an expression in verse 12, which is not used anywhere else in 
the whole of the New Testament.  There are two parallels to it however:  mouth to
mouth  –  which is translated as ‘face to face’ in each of two of John’s Epistles.3  
It’s an Old Testament expression which is used a dozen times there.  Paul with 
his Old Testament background, takes that Old Testament expression and uses it 
to describe what he is talking about.

In our first reading this morning, we learnt that. 11 ... the Lord used to speak to 
Moses face to face4, as a man speaks to his friend.  Moses then said, 18 … 
“Please show me your glory.” Whereupon, God said, “I’ll show you my glory …   
but you cannot see my face.”  So the expression ‘face to face’ didn’t, even in the 
Old Testament, refer to the visual apprehension of God.  That’s why it reported, 
‘the Lord used to speak to Moses.”   It was a clear, verbal revelation.  It was a 
clear revelation in words!  And you are a most audacious and arrogant person if 
you take an Old Testament expression which you find in the New Testament and 
apply it in a way that the Old Testament can’t substantiate.

Also in Numbers Chapter 12, we have the parallel expression ‘mouth to mouth’ – 
equivalent to ‘face to face”.  It’s very hard to see how you could be ‘face to face’ if
you were not ‘mouth to mouth’.  They effectively mean the same thing!
God says, in Numbers 12 – which was our second reading,  “When I speak to the
Prophets, I speak to them in riddles.”5 (the opposite of how he speaks to Moses, 
verse 8) Darkly and enigmatic.  Which are the corresponding words which Paul is

3  For example: 2 John 1:12 where he uses stoma pros stoma  (mouth to mouth), while Paul at 1 Corinthians 13:12 uses prosopon 
pros prosopon (face to face)

4  Face to face. Transliteration of the Hebrew:  pā·nîm, ’el-  pā·nîm.  Mouth to Mouth. Transliteration of the Hebrew: peh, ’el-  peh 
5 .” The Hebrew word  ḇə·ḥî·ḏōṯ (chidah) means a riddle, an enigmatic (obscure or ‘dark’), perplexing saying or question.



using in verse 12 of Chapter 13.  12 … now we see in a mirror dimly6, …  That is 
darkly – an enigma.

God said in Numbers 12, “When I speak to the Prophets, I speak to them in dark 
(enigmatic) speeches.  By dreams.  It’s not at all clear.  But when I speak to 
Moses, it’s not like that.  I speak to him ‘mouth to mouth’, plainly.  However note 
that the contrast here in Numbers 12 (between God’s communication – revelation
–  with the Prophets and Moses) is not between an earthly revelation and a heav-
enly revelation.  The contrast in Numbers 12, is between an inferior earthly revel-
ation and a superior earthly revelation!  So unless you can find in the Scriptures 
an expressed Biblical warrant to interpret that any differently, when you import it 
into 1 Corinthians 12:13. (Because ever commentator in the world is referring to 
Numbers 12.)  Unless you have expressed Biblical warrant to apply Paul’s pic-
ture language differently.  You must come to the conclusion that Paul is using 
Numbers 12 in the same way.  In other words he is contrasting an inferior revela-
tion here on earth, with a superior revelation, which will also be received on 
earth.

Paul is teaching quite clearly, that a superior revelation in words, will come to the 
Church on earth, and when it does the other things will be done away.

From which we conclude:  Here we are in the Church age and we don’t see fragment-
ally.  We see, by Scripture, familiarly (face to face, if you like).  This Scripture, the New 
Testament, contains the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It also contains the words of 
Christ’s commissioned Apostles.  So we have the words of the Saviour, and also the 
words of those whom He commissioned to write these New Testament Scriptures.

Now my Saviour, came from the ‘bosom of the Father’ (John 1:18).  ‘Though no man 
has seen God at any time, but he who was in the bosom of the Father, He has de-
clared Him’.  And what He declared is here in the New Testament for me to read and 
enjoy!  I have a clear, clear, clear revelation.  I don’t have to look to ‘dark’ enigmatic 
sayings, riddles, visions and dreams.  Which are capable of all sorts of interpretations 
and even then leave hundreds of questions unanswered.  I have a clear verbal revela-
tion, which comes from Him, who came from the bosom of the Father.  Marvellous.  
That which is perfect has come!  Therefore Prophecy, Knowledge –  done away.  And 
the speaking in tongues, petered out long ago.

If anybody says, that in addition to the Scripture, they have a revelation from God.  
That person is an impostor.  David Wilkerson7 is an impostor!  He says that he has re-
ceived visions from God which are binding on the whole Church of Christ.  Catherine 
Marshall is an impostor.  In her book, Something More, she says that we need some-
thing more than the Scriptures.  We need the prophecies of modern day Charismatics. 
David Du Plessis is an impostor, because he says that his sayings have been sent to 
him by God and are revelations from God for the whole Church of God.

6  αἰνίγματι (ainigmati) — 1 Occurrence.  ainigma (ah'-ee-nig-ma)  –  a riddle, an enigma.   [Note similarity with note 4, above]  
7  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Wilkerson



That is the ‘way’ of the cults!  The Mormons say, “Sure the Scripture is inspired, but you
need something more –  the Book of Mormon.  Christian Science says, “Sure the Bible 
is the Word of God, but you need something more:  ‘Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures’ by Mary Baker Eddy.  And the Charismatics also say, “Sure the Bible is 
is the Word of God, but you need something more!  That is cultism.  It is fanaticism.  It 
is not to be tolerated in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

No doubt there are many, many, many, true believers in the Charismatic Movement.  
But our responsibility is to take them again to Revelation 22:18,19.  Where the last 
Apostle, where he wrote the last book of the inspired Scripture, solemnly warns us not 
to tamper with or to add to this last prophecy.

That means we are never to say, “Thus says the Lord.”  unless we are reading from 
the Scriptures.  Otherwise we come under the words of Revelation 22:18,19.
A man who says, “Thus says the Lord.”  Is a man in a most dangerous position, ac-
cording to the Scripture itself.   Therefore we must recognise that we are not missing 
anything if we are not involved in the modern Charismatic Movement.  In fact we 
should breathe a sigh of relief.  Go home and thank God for His mercy in delivering us 
from any contact with it.  Anything which is so dangerous.

We should finish with all desires to go back to childhood.  Finish with desires for 
dreams, spiritual hunches and all sort of ‘weird and wonderful’, subjective experiences.
Because we have the complete, manly revelation of the Scriptures.  We should want to
finish with everything that diverts the faith of Lord’s people from the Word.  Especially 
that which centres a Christian’s faith, on experience.  The great thing that we must re-
turn to –  and quickly, before it’s all too late – is the seeking after, and praying for, ag-
onising for and working for  –  love.  The growth of a Christ-like character.  Nothing is 
more important than that.  How awful to be distracted from that Holy quest.  13 So now 
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.   

                                                                               
[2939]

Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



D  elivered Sunday   12  th   June,   202  2  

1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Principles Applying to the Gifts of Prophecy & Tongues
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 14:12b;40
12 … strive to excel in building up the church.  40 But all things should be done decently
and in order.

Sweeping the religious world, as we have been reminded for the past many weeks, is 
a Movement which calls itself the Charismatic Renewal.  It has three distinctive beliefs:
the first is that the Spiritual Gifts of 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, 13 & 14 are all being re-
stored to the Church; the second belief is that your great need, as a Christian, is to 
have the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (as an additional experience after Conversion); and
the third belief is that the proof that you have the Baptism of the Spirit, is that you 
‘speak in tongues’ or exercise one of the other miraculous gifts.  

By now we have looked at Chapters 12 & 13 of 1 Corinthians and we have seen that 
those distinctive beliefs are actually contradicted by Paul’s teaching, in those two 
Chapters.  Your greatest need as a Christian is not some subsequent Baptism of the 
Spirit, because you have had it at Conversion.  Otherwise you are not a Christian at all!

Not all who are Baptised in the Spirit do speak in tongues.  The Apostle tells us that 
plainly.  And most recently we learned that not all gifts for the church are for the re-
mainder of its pilgrimage here on earth.  We saw that the Apostle Paul teaches, clearly,
that Prophecy, Tongues and the special Gift of Knowledge, will disappear before the 
Second Coming.  That Tongues will ‘peter out’ – they will come to a spontaneous end –
and Prophecy and the special Gift of Knowledge will be finished with.  They will be 
‘done away’!

We saw quite clearly –  the Apostle’s meaning can’t be missed – that Prophecy and 
special Knowledge will be ‘put away’ by the completion of Revelation.  By examining 
various Old & New Testament Scriptures, it was clear to us that what will finish these 
Gifts is the completion of the Scripture.  Just as when a child grows up and becomes a 
man:  the things that were good for him while he was a child, become superfluous as 
he grows up. So it is that when we come to the full, manly, complete, revelation of God.
Then the things, which were good for the Church up to that time, will automatically 
drop off and disappear and never be resumed.  All this from Chapters 12 & 13.  

Your great need as a Christian is Love!  The great priority of your Christian Life must 
be to pray, to work, to agonise and to labour for love.  Love – as we saw in Chapter 13 
–  is a Christ-like character.  Your greatest need as a Christian is a Christ-like charac-
ter!  So before we proceed with Chapter 14, we must take up what we have learned 
already and apply it again to our consciences.  We’ve been looking at Chapter 13 for 
several weeks.  “What specific, nameable definite attempt have I made to improve as a



Christian?”   We must ask ourselves!  “What have I actually done, that I could write 
down, about my Christian life?  What have I done to be more like my Lord Jesus 
Christ?  What definite steps have I taken?”  Because we will be the greatest of hypo-
crites, if we speak out against the Charismatic Movement, teaching the world that the 
greatest need of a Christian is love, when we are found to be making no definite, 
nameable, specific attempt to be more Christ-like.  Nothing is worse than a non-Christ-
like, non-Charismatic!

There are many Charismatic folk, despite what they believe, that are very Christ-like in 
their characters.

Now, we come to Chapter 14:  This Chapter exists because while Prophecy, necessar-
ily, remained in the Church.  And while Tongues remained in the Church.  And while the
special Gift, of knowing the ‘mind’ of God, remained in the Church.  It was necessary 
for the Apostle to give guidance, to the church at Corinth, as to how these gifts should 
be exercised and used.

Now of course many of the details in Chapter 14, don’t apply to us.  Now that we have 
the ‘manly’, grown-up, revelation contained in the written down New Testament.  But 
the great principles of Chapter 14 do apply to us.  So it’s essential, then, that we grasp 
them.  You will have already noticed that this is a long Chapter.  Forty verses!  Make a 
mental note after verse 25.  Because everything up to verse 25, is Paul explaining why
Prophecy is superior to Tongues.  Then from verse 26 to the end of the Chapter, there 
is Paul giving further directions for public worship.  The Chapter divides clearly into 
two:  1-25, then 26-40!

The first section, verses 1-25, can be summarised in the words of verse 12b:  12 … 
strive to excel in building up the church.  While the second part of the Chapter, can be sum-
marised in the words of the very last verse of the Chapter, verse 40: 40 But all things should 
be done decently and in order.   Consequently these two verses together provide a plain 
message for the modern Church. (repeat quotes)

Verses 1-25:  Paul is going to tell us why Prophecy –  which existed then in the Church
–  is superior to Tongues –  which also existed, then, in the Church.
Verse 1.  “Make the great priority of your Christian life: love!   By all means seek spir-
itual gifts, but the spiritual gift, as a Church, you should seek, above everything else, is 
the Gift of Prophecy.”

Verse 2. “Look what happens when someone speaks in a Tongue.  He speaks to God. 
His whole spirit, his heart, is taken up in what he is doing.  But nobody understands 
him.  What he says is an absolute mystery.”

Verse 3.  “By contrast look what happens when someone Prophesies.   He speaks to 
men!  And the result of his speaking is that some of you are edified; some of you are 
exhorted – you are spurred to duty; and some of you – thank God – are comforted.”
So with tongues the man speaks to God and the rest haven’t a clue of what is going 
on.  But Prophecy does you good.  Why?  Because you can understand it!



Verse 4.  “No doubt when someone speaks in a Tongue, he’s getting blessed.  But 
when someone prophesies.  It’s the Church which is blessed.”  When someone speaks
with a human voice the very words of God.  It’s the church which gets blessed.

Verse 5.  “I want you all to speak in Tongues.  It would be marvellous, if everyone of 
you in Corinth, spoke in Tongues.  But it would be even more marvellous, if every one 
of you in Corinth, prophesied.  Because Prophesy is greater than Tongues –  unless 
the Tongues are interpreted, thereby becoming Prophecy –  because Prophecy builds 
Christians.  Prophecy builds up the Church.  Words that you can understand do people
good!”

Verse 6.  “If I came to you in Corinth, speaking in Tongues”, say the Apostle Paul, “it 
wouldn’t do any good at all.  The only way I can do good to you in Corinth, is by speak-
ing things that you can understand.  Having a revelation and speaking a word of 
Prophecy.  Having a word of knowledge and giving a word of teaching.  I can’t do any 
good unless you can understand me.”  He continues saying in verse 6.

Verse 7.  He uses an illustration of musical instruments:  Consider the playing of the in-
troduction to a hymn we might be about to sing.  The notes or chords are played one at
a time in order (and in time), from which we recognise the tune if we know it.  But if 
they were all played together, you would get what we would call a ‘noise’ and nobody 
would be any the wiser.  That is the sounds have to be able to be distinguished for 
them to have any meaning.  

Then he goes to Verse 8, with a further illustration.  The way many armies are organ-
ised by the command of a particular ‘bugle call’.  Call to parade, lights out, wake up –  
and so on.  But a random set of noises coming from a bugle has no meaning or use.  
For anything to have any meaning at all.  It must be clear to the hearer.

“It’s the same with Tongues”, says the Apostle in verse 9.  “If I come to you and all I do 
is speak in tongues and that’s all I do.  I might just as well speak into the air.  9 So with 
yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how will anyone know 
what is said?  For a spiritual gift to do any good at all, it must be clear.”

“There are lots of languages in the world.”  He says in Verse 10.  “and no doubt”, he says, 
“they all have a meaning,”   If we hear speech in a language we’ve not heard before.  It’s hard
to imagine how any sense could be made of it.  But of course it is intelligible to those who use
it.  However they will be ‘foreigners’ to one another.  Or as ‘barbarians’8 to one another as 
translated in the KJV.

“But if two people meet, and this one doesn’t understand the other’s language”, says Paul in 
Verse 11. “And the other, similarly doesn’t understand the first.  There will be no point in con-
tinuing.”   Says the Apostle Paul.  

8  βάρβαρος (barbaros) –  3 Occurrences .   In the culture of the day anyone who did not speak the Greek language.  Probably de-
rived from the guttural sound of the northern ‘Germanic’ races.



“If you really want spiritual gifts”, says Paul, Verse 12, “seek that you may excel in the edify-
ing of the Church. Try to do something good.  But you can’t do any good if you can’t be un-
derstood.

Verse 13.  “If you have the Gift of Speaking in Tongues, then you yourself pray for the gift to 
interpret.”

Verse 14.  “Because if you can’t understand what you are saying, the gift doesn’t do you any 
good.  No doubt your spirit is completely caught up in what you are saying.  But”, now he is 
coming to the ‘crunch-line’!  “Your mind, your understanding is unfruitful.”  

“I’m not content to be like that, myself.”  Says the Apostle Paul, Verse 15, “When I pray. I 
don’t just want to pray with my spirit.  I want to pray with my mind, so that I understand what I 
am praying.  And when I sing.  I don’t want to just sing in my spirit.  I want to understand what
I am singing.  If anything is to be any good it must be understood.”

“Otherwise”, Verse 16, “look what happens!  There you are and you’re praying away in your 
Tongues – some language that you have received miraculously – there’s somebody else 
nearby in the church.  You come to the end of your prayer and he can’t possibly say, ‘Amen’.  
Because he hasn’t the remotest idea of what you’ve been saying.”

“No doubt”, he says in verse 17, “you prayed well enough.  Your prayer was probably a mar-
vellous prayer, but it didn’t do him any good.  Remember the purpose of the Gifts is to do 
good for the Church.  For the people of the Church.  It did no good because it couldn’t be un-
derstood!”

Now we pause as we work through verse by verse of the first section of Chapter 14.  Where 
we are discovering that the result of God’s gifts is that we should 2 … strive to excel in build-
ing up the church.   We will continue with this next week up to verse 25.

                                                                               
[1864]

Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday   19  th   June, 2022  

1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Principles Applying to the Gifts of Prophecy & Tongues—Pt 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 14:20
20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in 
your thinking be mature. 

In Chapter 14, Paul has been instructing the Corinthian church in the proper use of 
Prophecy and Tongues.  At a time in the development of the fledgling Christian Church,
when these very special gifts, were necessary.  At the time when the full revelation, 
contained in the written New Testament, had not been completed, and distributed.  He 
has made it clear that the most necessary gift was that of Prophecy, because that is 
able to build up the church in the way that it needs most.

If Tongues are used they may well be of benefit to the individual who exercises them, 
but to be truly useful that individual should also pray for the power to interpret.  Only 
then will the mind as well as the spirit be engaged.  And that person’s prayer and 
praise will be understood by, and benefit, others who hear.

Paul continues to emphasise this point from verse 18, saying,  “I thank God that I 
speak in Tongues more than you all.  I have the gift of Tongues to the n th degree!  
There is no limit to the gift of Tongues which I, as the Apostle, Paul, have.  Yet when I 
come to the church, where the desire of all gifts is to do the church good.  I would 
rather speak five words in a language you can understand.  So that with those five 
words I could actually teach you something.  Than speak 10,000 words in a Tongue.”

The Apostle Paul is underlining it again.  For a gift to do any good, it must be under-
stood!  So he says in verse 20, “Whatever else happens to you, don’t be under-
developed in understanding.  When it comes to malice, or spitefulness of character, be 
as underdeveloped as possible.  But when it comes to understanding.  Be men.  Be as 
fully developed as possible.  Be as fully advanced as possible, in understanding.

“Do you remember”, he says in verse 21, “Isaiah chapter 28, verses 11 & 12?   In the 
Law it is written:  ‘with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people 
and yet for all that, will they not hear me!  Saith the Lord.’”  

Think back to the Old Testament, to understand what Paul is saying here.  When God 
spoke His Word in Old Testament days.  What languages were used by the Prophets.  
Jewish languages!  Hebrew, Aramaic.  God always gave divine revelation in Jewish 
languages in the Old Testament.  That’s the way it was, all the way up to Pentecost.  
Then at Pentecost for the first time in the history of the world, people heard the word of
God – direct Revelation –  sounding in their ears in Gentile languages.  Now then, that 
wasn’t a very promising sign to the Jews.  That wasn’t a very promising sign to the 
Jewish Nation.  Indeed it was one of the ‘signs’ that God had finished with the Jews as 
a Nation.  It was one of the signs that the Jews no longer had their special National 



privilege.  It wasn’t a very good sign for the Jew.  It was a sign for them of their im-
pending doom.  That God had taken away their special privileges and had given them 
to the Gentiles.  Of course the ‘impending doom’ fell shortly after Pentecost, in AD 70, 
when the Jewish Temple was destroyed and the Jewish Nation dispersed.

Tongues sounded out the doom of the Jew!  And despite all that they wouldn’t hear 
Him, prophesied Isaiah!  (By the way that’s an additional evidence that we should see 
Tongues cease early in the history of the Church.)  “Tongues, you see, are the ‘sign’,”  
verse 22, “to unbelievers.  They are not a means of bringing about conversion.  But 
Tongues are a sign nonetheless.  Tongues are a sign of God’s displeasure.  They are a
sign of God’s approaching wrath.  Especially His approaching wrath to disobedient, un-
believing, rejecting Israel!  Think of it,”  says Paul,  verse 23, “here we are altogether in
the church and we are doing nothing but speaking in tongues.  Along comes a visitor 
… “.  

Now, just to get an idea of what Paul is saying transfer the example he uses to our 
times here:  A visitor arrives at our church door.  We give him a hymn book and say 
something to him in a foreign language (Olyott in his version of this localised illustration
speaks a few – unintelligible – words in Welsh.)  He’s shown to a seat and then the 
Minister begins the Service, still in the foreign language (Welsh, say).  The visitor really
thinks that he’s gone on a psychedelic ‘trip’ – perhaps to Wales!  Then, worse still, he 
finds that everyone is speaking the same way.

But then he recognises someone he knows who lives just down the street from him.  
So what is he to think.  Are all the Congregation out of their minds?  “That’s the conclu-
sion he would come to if nothing understandable went on.” Says the Apostle Paul.

“But,” says Paul, “further proving that Prophecy is superior to Tongues, if such a visitor,
should come into church,” verses 24 & 25, “and everybody is Prophesying:  everyone 
in speaking with, their mouth, the very Word of God.”  (Which incidentally is what we 
now do.  When, and only when, we read God’s Holy Word!) “in a language known to 
the visitor.”  Continues Paul, “The Visitor is convinced.  He’s a judge of all.  He feels 
that what’s being said is being said to him.  His heart is searched.  His conscience is 
touched and wounded.  He’s convinced that God is in that place.  Convinced of truth.”

It must be plain, when we get to the end of verse 25, to us all.  What Paul is saying:

“The point of Spiritual Gifts, is to do good.  But you are not doing any good unless you 
are appealing to the mind and to the understanding of the members of the Church as 
assembled.”

Now it’s precisely on this ‘ground’ that we lay such an emphasis on preaching.  Pre-
cisely because of the teaching of 1 Corinthians 14.  We spend most of our time enrich-
ing our understanding.  That’s what preaching is doing.  It’s precisely for this reason 
that prayers are led from the pulpit in the way that they are.  Conversely (or is it per-
versely?) we could start out – first thing – chanting, “Jesus, Jesus.”  to which you reply,
“Jesus, Jesus”.  This would be wrong for two reasons.  Firstly ‘vein repetition’ is forbid-



den!  (Matthew 6:7)  But principally, that all spiritual exercises in the Church are to 
build the church up, and this can only be done by enriching the understanding.  
Thought provoking psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, (Ephesians 5:19) should be 
used rather than banal fly-weight choruses, performed with mindless, illogical repeti-
tion.  Such are trivial.  There is nothing there that enriches the understanding.

It doesn’t invigorate, stimulate – build the mind.  It doesn’t stretch you or teach you 
anything.  Inform you.  It doesn’t do anything useful to your mind at all!  It is mindless.  
Paul argues that anything that is mindless cannot do any good at all.  For the Church 
to be enriched the mind must be stretched and informed.

Those who have been observers of Pentecostal meetings may report examples such 
as: 2-hour sessions that show no sign of ending:  where the first song is repeated tedi-
ously, to the point where any merit that it may have had is destroyed; the message 
lengthy but lacking in substance.  Shallow and mindless.  No teaching, stimulation or 
invigorating of the mind in any dimension.  The very things Paul is against!   Mindless 
religion.  Anything that does not inform, enlarge and stimulate the mind is no good.

But also the general Evangelical church is not immune from Paul’s criticism.  Sneak-
ing, imperceptibly into our unconsciousness has infiltrated the ‘we had a lovely time’ 
mentality.  

Sometimes you get a group of Christians together:  They sing the songs that they love;
they are amongst their friends; the room is warm; they forget their wider responsibilities
– such as the trials of living or working with other people; they have the most trivial of 
‘messages’ (sermons); and they come out and say that they had a lovely time.  Hon-
estly believing that they have been blessed and advanced.

If they were to sing something like, “Daisy, Daisy, give me your answer do”  and play 
‘pass the parcel’, you could get almost the same result.

The test of a true ‘meeting’ is:  What did I learn?  I should always ask that question and
if the answer is, “Nothing”, then it has done me no good.  I have wasted my time going 
and I will answer for that waste.  You cannot grow unless you know.  You cannot grow 
more unless you know more.  You cannot have a higher spiritual life unless you have a
higher understanding.  In understanding be men! (verse 20, KJV)  says the Apostle.

Further, it is important to cease the trend to devalue ‘doctrine’.  Doctrine, when all said 
and done, is just ‘our teaching’.  What we are required to believe and to follow.  Doc-
trine is in fact also called ‘truth’.  Of course in this trend it is not the fault of doctrine it-
self, but that people are not inclined to submit to what, they are called by it, to believe.

What must be avoided is people who will say that they don’t want to hear doctrine.  
These are the people who what to live in a ‘dream land’ of fantasy – like Peter Pan –  
and never want to grow up.  They don’t want to be spiritual  – men.  Getting on with the
‘good fight of faith’.  Stop ‘knocking’ doctrine!



The same extends to the ‘simple Gospel’, mentality!  We praise God that the Gospel is 
simple – even a child can know that he is a great sinner, and that Jesus Christ is the 
Great Saviour.  Knowing that he (the child through to the old adult) as a great sinner, 
can call on the Great Saviour and be saved.  The Gospel can be put so simply.  But 
because you can put it simply and simple people can be saved by the Gospel.  Don’t 
be content to only have a simple understanding of the Gospel.  Because the Gospel is 
not simple.  It’s because the Gospel is so profound that it saves the simple.  It’s be-
cause the Gospel is so profound that it can be put so simply.

But if you are content only with a simple understanding of the profound Gospel, then 
you have cause, on the ground of Scripture, to be utterly ashamed.  Because Scripture
says:  in understanding be men.  The man with the highest intellect and the longest life
and the most advanced spiritual perception.  Even if he should spend every waking 
hour studying the Gospel.  He will never plumb its depths or scale its heights!  There 
will never be a day or an hour or a minute of his study where his mind is not en roused.
Because it is the Gospel of the infinite God.

Any ‘meeting’ which does not stretch the mind.  Any Christian book which does not in-
form the mind.  Any spiritual exercise which does not invigorate the mind.  Should be 
forsaken.  Paul’s whole emphasis here is on the mind.  The mind.  The mind.  The 
Bible teaching pathway is only found through the mind.  Subsequent emotions are 
stirred up by what we know.  

When we are informed in our mind, our hearts become touched and our affections are 
moved, then the will is brought into action.  The sad thing about so much Christian 
activity today.  Is that it seeks to bypass the mind and go straight to the emotions and 
affections and tries to move the will that way.  The will is temporarily moved.  So we get
all sorts of people who honestly believe that they have made a responsible decision for
the Lord Jesus Christ, but it’s just been an emotional reaction to a salesman-type of 
pressure which has been put upon them.  Their mind has been completely untouched.

The Spirit of God is the spirit of a sound mind.  Forget that and your whole future 
Christian life is in danger.

[2003]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



 Delivered Sunday   26  th   June, 2022  

1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Directions for Public Worship
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 14:26 
26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a les-
son, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for build-
ing up.

We have seen in the past few weeks, that the three main teachings of the modern 
Charismatic Movement, are all untrue.  The first teaching is that all the Gifts in 
Chapters 12, 13 & 14 are being restored to the Church.  We have found that that isn’t 
true.  The Apostle, Paul, teaches that Prophecy, the gift of Tongues, and the special gift
of Knowledge were all to cease before the Second Coming.  The Tongues were to 
‘peter out’, such that once they cease, they cease permanently.  While Prophecy and 
Knowledge will be ‘put away’ with the arrival of the completed Scriptures.   The prin-
ciple enunciated was that you don’t turn back to the ‘joys of childhood’, once you’ve ar-
rive at adulthood.

The second teaching is that your greatest need as a Christian.  Says the Charismatic 
Movement:  is the Baptism of the Spirit  – as a separate and later experience after 
Conversion.  We have seen that this is also not true, since all true Christians have 
already been Baptised in the Spirit.  At Conversion.  

The third teaching of the Charismatic Movement is that, as proof that you have the 
Baptism of the Spirit, you speak in Tongues, or exercise some other miraculous Gift.  
To this we saw that not all Christians spoke in Tongues – even when it was necessary 
and appropriate for such gifts to exist in those New Testament days – before the com-
pletion of the written New Testament, Scripture.

Therefore the three, distinctive teachings of the modern Charismatic Movement are 
seen to be untrue through the three Chapters to which the Movement appeals for its 
justification.

Now, however, at the time Paul was writing, the special Gifts – the temporary Gifts, –  
none the less still exist in the church at Corinth.  When Paul was writing there was still 
Prophecy; he himself was still exercising the Gift of Tongues; and the special Gift of 
Knowledge was still to be found in the Congregation of the church at Corinth.  There-
fore, by Chapter 14, directions are being given as to how those temporary Gifts were to
be used at the church at Corinth.  So as we return to examine Chapter 14, we see that 
there are 40 verses.  In verse 1-25, we have seen why Paul tells us that Prophecy is 
superior to Tongues.  



Naturally that is not of great interest to us today.  But the principle is of immense im-
portance.  That is:  that the purpose of all Spiritual Gifts is to do good and they can’t do
good, unless they can be understood.  In that situation Prophecy is vastly superior to 
Tongues.  Unless the Tongues are interpreted and therefore become a form of Proph-
ecy.  Because it is Prophecy that can be understood by the mind. It informs, stretches 
the mind and you learn something. 
So we learnt, last time, that if you go to a meeting and you ask the question: “What did 
I learn?”  And the answer is “Nothing!”  Then you have no useful business at all in go-
ing to that meeting.

Now in Chapter 14 we start to look from verse 26:  because the second part of Chapter
14 gives further directions for Public Worship.  We saw that the first half of the Chapter,
can be summarised in the words of verse 12:  12 So with yourselves, since you are eager 
for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.  And we see now that 
the second half of Chapter 14 can be summarised by the words of the last verse:  40 But all 
things should be done decently and in order.  So that Chapter closes with further direc-
tions for Public Worship.  That then is the great principle we seek to grasp this morning, as 
we work through verse 26 - 40.

“Now what is it like at Corinth?”  Says Paul, in verse 26.  Sunday morning comes.  All the Cor-
inthians get out of bed and supposedly have a typical Corinthian breakfast, while thinking 
about how they are going to gather at church that Sunday morning.  What sorts of thoughts 
went through the Corinthian minds, as the thought about where they would meet – having no 
regular building?    Well one of them thought to himself, “I have a Psalm –  that is a spiritual 
song sung to an instrument”  So he made up his mind that he was going to come to church 
and make his contribution to the fellowship by singing to them a special song accompanied 
by an available instrument of the time.

Another got out of bed and said, “I have a doctrine – something to teach the church.”  So as 
he went to church he made up his mind that sometime in the Service he would teach the 
church something.  Another one Tongues.  Yet another had something revealed to him from 
God.  Another knew that he had the Gift of interpreting Tongues.

So as they came together each one of them was thinking of how they were to participate in 
the Service.  “Very good!  But … remember this principle.”  Says the Apostle, verse 26. 26 Let 
all things be done for building up.  It’s very good that everyone of you comes to church 
thinking how you can participate, but never lose sight of this principle.  The purpose of 
your spiritual gift is not to make you feel good or to make you feel fulfilled.  The pur-
pose of your spiritual gift is to do the Church good.  Therefore the exercise of the spir-
itual gifts must be in such a way that the Church is benefited.”

Just imagine.  Fourteen members of the Corinthian church decide that they have a 
spiritual song which must be sung with an instrument.  Fifteen members think that they
have a doctrine.  Eighteen on that day think that they will speak in tongues.  While 35 
have a word of Prophecy and all come together at the same time in the church gather-
ing.  They all decide to begin, not waiting for each other!  Utter and complete chaos. 

So the Apostle Paul says, 26 Let all things be done for building up. 



Even if there were only two preachers preaching in the church at the same time.  This 
would be confusing enough without all the rest as imagined above. It would be like a 
Middle Eastern market place!  No good would be done.  All would be utter confusion.  
Many would be having their say, but the rest would be completely perplexed.  So the 
principle must be observed:  “Things must only be done in the Church in a way which 
does the Church good.  That is the principle.” Says the Apostle.

Verses 27-28:  Here Paul speaks to those who have the gift of Tongues.  [As an aside: 
the KJV uses ‘unknown tongue’, but the Greek does not include ‘unknown’.  In fact the 
language spoken by ‘tongue speakers’ was a real language but one not known by the 
‘tongue speaker’.  Just as the case at Pentecost where visitors to Jerusalem heard in 
their own language. (Acts 2:6)]
Some people in the Congregation, Paul was speaking to at the time, did have the gift 
of Tongues.  “Your Gift is to be a regulated Gift.”  Says the Apostle in verse 27.  “You 
can’t exercise a spiritual gift just in the way that you fancy!” 

“It’s a regulated gift.  There are rules governing how Tongues are to be used.  Two 
people are allowed to speak in Tongues in a church Service –  or the absolute max-
imum three!  He says, “And one after the other.  Not three at a time.  First one.  Then 
the next and then the next, if need be.  And there must be one to do the interpreting.”  
Can we see what Paul is saying?  Even if just three people were to speak in Tongues 
at the same time it would be utterly confusing.  And if there were three different inter-
preters, you wouldn’t know where the interpretation was coming from next.  It would be
confusing and perplexing.  So three people speak at the absolute maximum –  prefer-
ably only two.  And just one interprets.

And if there is nobody able to interpret.  Then all the tongue speakers are to keep si-
lent.  (He doesn’t say ‘murmur’.  He says ‘silent’.  Unfortunately this needs to be 
stressed, because those who have had significant knowledge of how Pentecostal Ser-
vices are conducted, report hearing an incredible amount of murmuring going on.  It is 
claimed that these are the hundreds present who are ‘speaking in Tongues’.  All at the 
same time!  Of course they claim that they are ‘speaking to themselves and to God’, 
but if fact it sounds like a bad day on the ‘high street’.  Should there be anything suit-
able going on in the Service there is so much distraction, that you can’t give your atten-
tion to what you should.

Yet all the time Paul,  is saying, “Silence!”  “Speak to yourself and to God.  You don’t 
have to open your mouth and exercise your sound making organs, to do that!  There 
are rules about Tongues, because the principle, that should never be forgotten:  all 
things to be done to edify;  all things to be done decently and in order.”

Verses 29-33:  “There are rules for Prophets.  Just because you have the Gift of 
Prophecy – the Gift of speaking the very Word of God, but through your mouth.  It 
doesn’t mean that the church Service is to be a ‘free for all’.  It’s no good ten of you 
turning up and saying,  “We all have the Gift of Prophecy.  We must have our opportun-
ity.  We can’t hold ourselves back.  We must give vent to what we have to say!”  



“No”, says Paul, “the spirits of the Prophets are subject to the Prophets.  If you have 
got the Gift at all.  Then you’ve got the Gift of controlling it.”

Verse 29:  How many Prophets are to speak in a Corinthian church Service?  Max-
imum three.  And while one is speaking, everybody else is to listen and to ‘weigh up’ 
what he is saying.  It’s no use when one Prophet is speaking and you are the next one 
to speak, but you are only thinking about what you are going to say.  No!  You give at-
tention to what he is saying and weigh it up.  However, while the other is speaking, if 
the Spirit of God gives you a Word to speak.  Then the first one should sit down, hold 
his peace, and give you your turn.”  

Verse 30. “So you shall all manage to Prophecy, one by one.”  By the way Paul doesn’t
mean that they necessarily all Prophesy in the same church Service.  He puts a max-
imum of three in a given service.  However everybody, eventually, who has the Gift 
gets the opportunity to exercise the Gift, one by one.

“And in that way,” verse 31, “everybody in the church learns and everybody in the 
church is comforted.”  In other words the Gift does some good.  A free for all does no 
good at all.  But everybody is to learn and everybody is to be comforted, because the 
spirits of the Prophets are subject to the Prophets.  You can’t have a free for all in the 
Church of God!  

Why not?  Verse 33:  “For God is not the author of confusion, tumult, commotion, but of
peace.”  All confusion is ungodliness!  All untidiness in procedure and general untidy 
thoughts is sinful.  And untidy church meetings.  All are a contradiction of the character 
of God.  For God is the God of order.  Look at His Creation.  He’s not a God of confu-
sion.  He’s a God of peace.  Not a God of tumult and tension.

“Now,”  says Paul, “you see there are not just rules for Tongue speakers.  Not just rules
for Prophets, but there are rules for women.

Now we pause our study to continue next week from verse 33b.  Keeping in mind that 
while the specifics of Paul’s directions to the church at Corinth, so far, have been spe-
cific to practices that were relevant and necessary then, but in some cases have been 
superseded.  But for us the importance is in recognising the principle behind the spe-
cific instances, that principle, still applies, to us.

[2012]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      


