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Reflections on John’s Letters

    [For a MP3 recording by Stuart Olyott: https://www.knowyourbiblerecordings.org/1-2-3-john ]
Chapter two continues to develop the Moral Birthmark.  Initially it is shown by the Christian’s 

attitude to sin.  A deep loathing of sin and the desire to be freed from it.  This is what John 
wants for his ‘dear children’.  But the ‘flesh’ is weak and we fail despite our best intentions.  Je-
sus Christ, the Righteous One, bears the consequences and defends us before the Father.  His
Spirit is joined to our spirit to help us progressively defeat the sin that so easily entangles.

And we can recognise that this is happening.  That we have come to know Him (experience 
His Spirit), if we more and more obey His commands.  Those who are not learning to know Him
show a rebellious nature.  They may claim to know Him – to follow Him and love Him –  but by 
failing to obey Him show they are lying. 

For those who obey His Word, God’s love is made complete in them.  And they are recog-
nised because they live their lives more and more like Jesus did. The Moral Birthmark: Obedi-
ence to God and hatred of their sin.
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

(1 John 2:1-6)

Notices: 
• Bunbury Region Presbyterian Church is a Mission Church of the PCA in WA

Moderator:  Rev Dr Kwangho Song  ksong.pgpc@gmail.com 
• Conventions during Service:

◦ Responses are in heavy type.
◦ Hymns are preceded by a brief musical introduction.

• Morning Tea Please stay, if you are able, to share a ‘cuppa’ with us.
• Voluntary pastoral team for BUNBURY REGION:

Clive & Doreen GRIFFITHS   3/6 La Trobe Street, EATON   WA   6232 
(08) 9796 0687        0420 470 311              cdgrif.c@gmail.com

• Web-site: WWW.PCAatBUNBURY.org  [Copies of Sermons from 14th Feb, 2016
and the corresponding Order of Service booklet at:  Downloads – #4. & #5. Videos of 
previous NT Readings and Sermons available via 'Links'.]

Order of Worship 
for

BUNBURY REGION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

                  Sunday 7th November, AD 2021.

       

 

https://www.knowyourbiblerecordings.org/1-2-3-john
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 Welcome & Notices: 
A moment of reflection before the start of the Service:

 We have come into His house             
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Him. (repeat)
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Him. (repeat)
So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord. 

        
The Service of Worship to God                                                                             
      Approaching God

a) Opening of Worship:

             Call to Worship: (Psalm 14:v.1,2 and Ephesians 3:v.14,19,21 NRSV)

Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God”. But we bow our knees 
before God, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its
name.
God looks to see if there are any who are wise, who 
seek after God.
We rejoice in the love of Christ which dwells in our hearts through 
faith, and which surpasses all knowledge.
We worship God who has graciously gifted us with 
that love.
To God be glory in the church and in Jesus Christ to all genera-
tions.

                         

          The Lord's Greeting:

      The Lord be with you;   and also with you.

b) Prayers of Adoration:
         

     

A Hymn of praise          It Passes Knowledge, That Dear Love Divine
                     REJOICE! 527 (Ephesians 3:19)

 c) Confession and Assurance:
Call to confession:                                                 

     Prayer of Confession:
    Assurance of Pardon:      … In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming the Word

    Prayer for illumination: 
      OT Reading: Psalm 14  (ESV)  
  NT Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:1-16 (ESV)

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
 Sermon:       The Christian & Marriage

Hymn:                   How Sure the Scriptures Are
                                                           REJOICE!  279 (Hebrew 4:12a) 
   

            Responding to the Word from God     

                        a) Prayers of the People:
      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.             

             

b) The Offering:
    Invitation:   
            (The collection of the monetary symbols of our offering is taken up)
               REJOICE! 36  (John 8:12)

    Prayer:                             (All stand)  

c) Closing of Worship:

Hymn:              Your Words to Me Are Life and Health
                               REJOICE! 281  (John 1:14)  

     Sending:     

                    Blessing:   

  

  Now unto Him who is able to keep,
  able to keep you from falling,
  and present you faultless   
  before the presence of His glory
  with exceeding joy,
  to the only wise God our Saviour
  be glory and majesty,   
  dominion and power
  both now and forever.   Amen.



 Reflections on John’s Letters
    [For a MP3 recording by Stuart Olyott: https://www.knowyourbiblerecordings.org/1-2-3-john ]
John is writing in a context where false teachers have convinced their followers that these fol-

lowers sincerely believe that they are Christians, when they are not.  So his whole letter has 
one purpose: how can you recognise a true Christian?  He explains that there are three ‘marks’ 
of a true Christian.  He examines these from every angle and combination throughout the letter.

The first was the Moral mark: Obedience to Christ’s commands.  And now the Social mark: 
Love for true Christians.

A command of Christ that is singled out from the rest.  An ‘old’ command that is throughout 
the Scriptures.  But made a ‘new’ command by the coming of Christ.  His coming brought the 
‘light’.  The immediate experience of God in Christ.  A love which loved the unlovely.  A love 
which bears any cost.  Christians have this ‘light’.  This experience of God.  And it shows if they 
love of one another – like Christ loves. 

 The New Commandment
7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you
had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 At 
the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in 
him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 
shining. 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 
10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for 
stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the dark-
ness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his 
eyes.

(1 John 2:7-11)

Notices: 
• Bunbury Region Presbyterian Church is a Mission Church of the PCA in WA

Moderator:  Rev Dr Kwangho Song  ksong.pgpc@gmail.com 
• Conventions during Service:

◦ Responses are in heavy type.
◦ Hymns are preceded by a brief musical introduction.

• Morning Tea Please stay, if you are able, to share a ‘cuppa’ with us.
• Voluntary pastoral team for BUNBURY REGION:

Clive & Doreen GRIFFITHS   3/6 La Trobe Street, EATON   WA   6232 
(08) 9796 0687        0420 470 311              cdgrif.c@gmail.com

• Web-site: WWW.PCAatBUNBURY.org  [Copies of Sermons from 14th Feb, 2016
and the corresponding Order of Service booklet at:  Downloads – #4. & #5. Videos of 
previous NT Readings and Sermons available via 'Links'.]

Order of Worship 
for

BUNBURY REGION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

                  Sunday 14th November, AD 2021.
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 Welcome & Notices: 
A moment of reflection before the start of the Service:

 We have come into His house             
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Him. (repeat)
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Him. (repeat)
So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord. 

        
The Service of Worship to God                                                                             
      Approaching God

a) Opening of Worship:

             Call to Worship: (Isaiah 40:25,26    NIV)

         To whom will you compare me? 
       Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 
         Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: 
       Who created all these? 
       He who brings out the starry host one by one, 
       and calls them each by name. 
       Because of his great power and mighty strength, 
       not one of them is missing. 

                         

          The Lord's Greeting:

      The Lord be with you;   and also with you.

b) Prayers of Adoration:
         

     

A Hymn of praise               Have You Not Known
             REJOICE! 28 (Isaiah 40:28)

 c) Confession and Assurance:
Call to confession:                                                 

     Prayer of Confession:
    Assurance of Pardon:      … In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming the Word
    Prayer for illumination: 

      OT Reading: Isaiah 40:25-31  (ESV)  

  NT Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:1-16 (ESV)
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

 Sermon:       The Christian & Marriage –  Part 2

Hymn:                      Peace, Perfect Peace
                                                           REJOICE!  591 (Isaiah 26:3) 
   

            Responding to the Word from God     

                        a) Prayers of the People:
      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.             

             

b) The Offering:
    Invitation:   
            (The collection of the monetary symbols of our offering is taken up)
               REJOICE! 36  (John 8:12)

    Prayer:                             (All stand)  

c) Closing of Worship:

Hymn:                    In Heavenly Love Abiding
                           REJOICE! 593  (John 15:10)  

     Sending:     

                    Blessing:   

  

  Now unto Him who is able to keep,
  able to keep you from falling,
  and present you faultless   
  before the presence of His glory
  with exceeding joy,
  to the only wise God our Saviour
  be glory and majesty,   
  dominion and power
  both now and forever.   Amen.



 Reflections on John’s Letters
    [For a MP3 recording by Stuart Olyott: https://www.knowyourbiblerecordings.org/1-2-3-john ]
  John’s reason for writing his letters is the presence of false teachers, even in the very early Christian 
church.   The result has been many sincere members wrongly believe they are saved, while the true 
believers come to doubt their salvation. How is the true Christian recognised?
  The true Christian is identified by possessing the three ‘new-birth’ marks:  Moral – obedience to Christ
and His Gospel; Social – have the same sort of love that Christ reveals:  towards other Christians; 
Doctrinal – believe the truth about Christ.  All related to the Person and work of Christ our redeemer.
  In the apparent digression of verses 12-14, John points out that all three ‘marks’ are to be found in all 
stages of the Christian’s life journey.  The stages are:  New Christians (of any age) – ‘little children’; 
Growing Christians – ‘young men’; and Mature Christians – ‘fathers’.  
Each stage has their own specific characteristics, but these do not take away the essential 3 ‘marks’:
Little children – know the Father’s forgiveness; Young men – striving for Christ; Fathers – long term 
service.
12 I am writing to you, little children,
    because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake.
13 I am writing to you, fathers,
    because you know him who is from the beginning.
I am writing to you, young men,
    because you have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, children,
    because you know the Father.
14 I write to you, fathers,
    because you know him who is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men,
    because you are strong,
    and the word of God abides in you,
    and you have overcome the evil one.

(1 John 2:12-14)

Notices: 
• The former Bunbury Region Presbyterian Church, continues to Worship as a family gath-

ering together with invited guests.
• Conventions during Service:

◦ Responses are in heavy type.
◦ Hymns are preceded by a brief musical introduction.

• Morning Tea Please stay, if you are able, to share a ‘cuppa’ with us.
• Voluntary pastoral team for BUNBURY REGION: 

Clive & Doreen GRIFFITHS   3/6 La Trobe Street, EATON   WA   6232 
(08) 9796 0687        0420 470 311              cdgrif.c@gmail.com

Order of Worship 
for

BUNBURY REGION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

                  Sunday 21st November, AD 2021.

       



 Welcome & Notices: 
A moment of reflection before the start of the Service:

 We have come into His house             
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Him. (repeat)
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Christ the Lord, worship Him Christ the Lord.
So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Him. (repeat)
So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ the Lord, worship Him Christ the Lord. 

        
The Service of Worship to God                                                                             
      Approaching God

a) Opening of Worship:

             Call to Worship: (based on: Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 6:10)

God invites us into His healing presence 
with these words:
“I am the Lord who heals you.”
Diseased, depressed, dysfunctional, defeated, 
we come hungering for health that 
only God can provide.
God calls us to bring open eyes, hearing ears, and 
tender hearts turned towards Him, the Great Physician.
We bow before Him in faith and expectancy! 

                         

          The Lord's Greeting:

      The Lord be with you;   and also with you.

b) Prayers of Adoration:
         

     

A Hymn of praise               Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts!
                           REJOICE! 23  (Isaiah 6:3)

 c) Confession and Assurance:
Call to confession:                                                 

     Prayer of Confession:
    Assurance of Pardon:      … In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming the Word

    Prayer for illumination: 
      OT Reading: Daniel 7:13-14  (ESV)  
  NT Reading: Revelation 1:1-8 (ESV)

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

 Sermon: Revelation: Intro & Various Interpretations

Hymn:          Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending
                                                           REJOICE!  254 (Revelation 1:7) 
   

            Responding to the Word from God     

                        a) Prayers of the People:
      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.             

             

b) The Offering:
    Invitation:   
            (A donation to be sent direct to the Barnabas Fund will be received)
               REJOICE! 36  (John 8:12)

    Prayer:                             (All stand)  

c) Closing of Worship:

Hymn:                              Sing We the King
                           REJOICE! 256  (Revelation 15:3)  

     Sending:     

                    Blessing:   

  

  Now unto Him who is able to keep,
  able to keep you from falling,
  and present you faultless     before the presence of His glory
  with exceeding joy,
  to the only wise God our Saviour
  be glory and majesty,    dominion and power
  both now and forever.   Amen.



 
Reflections on John’s Letters

    [For a MP3 recording by Stuart Olyott: https://www.knowyourbiblerecordings.org/1-2-3-john ]

    The true Christian is identified by possessing the three ‘new-birth’ marks:  Moral – 
obedience to Christ and His Gospel; Social – have the same sort of love that Christ 
reveals:  towards other Christians; Doctrinal – believe the truth about Christ.  All re-
lated to the Person and work of Christ our redeemer.

  In the apparent digression of verses 12-14, John points out that all three ‘marks’ are 
to be found in all stages of the Christian’s life journey.  

  But then in verses 15-17: while whoever does the will of God (1st Mark) abides for 
ever, John uses this mark to represent all three of the marks that must always, all, be 
exhibited in a true Christian.  While introducing three other marks:  desires of the 
flesh (lust); desires of the eyes (envy) pride in possessions (materialism) which must 
not be found in the believer.  These three marks are the marks of love of the world.  
This idol – love of anything other than God – can only separate us from God!

Do Not Love the World
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 
the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides for ever.

(1 John 2:15-17)

Notices: 
• The former Bunbury Region Presbyterian Church, continues to Worship as a family gath-

ering together with invited guests.
• Conventions during Service:

◦ Responses are in heavy type.
◦ Hymns are preceded by a brief musical introduction.

• Morning Tea Please stay, if you are able, to share a ‘cuppa’ with us.
• Voluntary pastoral team for BUNBURY REGION: 

Clive & Doreen GRIFFITHS   3/6 La Trobe Street, EATON   WA   6232 
(08) 9796 0687        0420 470 311              cdgrif.c@gmail.com

Order of Worship 
for

BUNBURY REGION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

                  Sunday 28th November, AD 2021.
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 Welcome & Notices: 
A moment of reflection before the start of the Service:

 We have come into His house             
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Him. (repeat)
We have come into His house, 
and gathered in His Name to worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Him. (repeat)
So forget about yourself 
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ the Lord, 
worship Him Christ the Lord. 

        
The Service of Worship to God                                                                             
      Approaching God

a) Opening of Worship:

             Call to Worship: (Psalm 19:1-6 NIV)

  1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 
       the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
       night after night they display knowledge. 
 3 There is no speech or language 
       where their voice is not heard. 
 4 Their voice  goes out into all the earth, 
       their words to the ends of the world. 
       In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,
5   It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
        like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6   It rises at one end of the heavens 
       and makes its circuit to the other; 
       nothing is deprived of its warmth.  

                         

          The Lord's Greeting:

      The Lord be with you;   and also with you.
b) Prayers of Adoration:
         

     

A Hymn of praise               The Heavens Declare Your Glory
                      REJOICE! 118  (Psalm 19:1)

 c) Confession and Assurance:
Call to confession:                                                 

     Prayer of Confession:
    Assurance of Pardon:      … In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming the Word
    Prayer for illumination: 

      OT Reading: Psalm 19   (ESV)  
  NT Reading: Revelation 1:1-8 (ESV)

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
 Sermon: Revelation: Intro & Various Interpretations – Pt 2

Hymn:          How Bright These Glorious Spirits Shine
                                                        REJOICE!  598 (Revelation 7:13-17) 
   

            Responding to the Word from God     
The Creed: The Apostles’ Creed: (see inside back cover of REJOICE!) 
                        a) Prayers of the People:

      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.             

             

b) The Offering:
    Invitation:   
            (The collection of the monetary symbols of our offering is taken up)
               REJOICE! 36  (John 8:12)

    Prayer:                             (All stand)  

c) Service of the Lord’s Supper
Hymn:                   Come Risen Lord

      REJOICE! 355 – verses 1-2 (John 20:19)
    The Institution:  

  The Lord's Prayer:  (see inside back cover of REJOICE!)
                 The Distribution:

        Prayer:                           

d) Closing of Worship:
Hymn:       Come Risen Lord

 REJOICE! 355 – verses   
   3-4 (John 20:19)

     Sending:       

                    Blessing:    

  

  Now unto Him who is able to keep,
  able to keep you from falling,
  and present you faultless   
  before the presence of His glory
  with exceeding joy,
  to the only wise God our Saviour
  be glory and majesty,   
  dominion and power
  both now and forever.   Amen.


	Do Not Love the World

