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Delivered Sunday   2  nd   October, 2022  

2 Corinthians 1:1-11

Suffering, Comfort, Deliverance –  Pt 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 1:9b
9 … But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead. 

Having made an introduction to 2 Corinthians we now continue a verse by verse ex-
position of Chapter 1, up to verse 11:

Verses 3 – 7:    Comfort in Suffering.  “I want to praise God,” he says, “but let me re-
mind you of who ‘my God’ is.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, …”   There can be a lot of talk about God in various public meetings – like spe-
cial funeral Services.  As may be seen on TV.  But with very little definition.  However 
moving such a Service may be.  Little definition of who God is!  So the word, God, will 
mean different things to different people, but not to Paul.

“There is only one God and He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, … The 
Lord Jesus Christ owes all that He is to God the Father.  He’s eternally divine – just as 
the Father is.  But He owes who He is, to God, the Father.  And the only way to God is 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  There’s no other way to God.  “That’s the God I’m 
praising and I don’t want there to be any misunderstanding.” says Paul, “Because, es-
pecially since I’m going to speak to you about, ‘these people’ and ‘their’ Jesus.  Their 
Gospel and their God!  You must understand the God I am praising.  I want to praise 
God”,  he says, “because he’s the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, …”  So he 
starts his message by talking about comfort.  

Of course he does.  Recently Paul has been at Ephesus.  But he can’t go back there 
for reasons that will be shown later. His life is in danger.  But he would like to find com-
fort in the Corinthians.  However they seem to be rebuffing him.  So on one side is the 
unbelieving world who hates him and on this side is a Christian Church who is ‘cold 
shouldering’ him.  So where does he find his comfort?

We know where the world finds its comfort.  Part of the spiritual explanation presented 
at some funerals.  When people are bewildered and comfortless they find comfort in 
each other.  There’s an up-swell of emotion – which is not entirely illegitimate.  The 
closer they are to others the more comforted they feel.  “But I don’t find my comfort 
there,” says Paul. “I find my comfort in God.”   Our forefathers –  who knew God better 
than we do –  in times of great sorrow went to the ‘secret place’,  where, like Paul, they
found their comfort in God.

Now, let’s look at the three points that are striking in verses 3-7:  
• The first is that the Lord Jesus Christ is still suffering.  When Paul rushes down 

the Damascus road, determined to kill the Christians.  The voice of Christ says, 



“Why are you persecuting me?”  We are the ‘body’ of Christ. Wherever Christians
suffer, we can talk about this as being the suffering of Christ.  Like at verse 5.  
5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too.  Christians suffer! They suffer very badly indeed.  
There are ten references to comfort in verses 3-7.  There are three references to 
trouble and four references to suffering.  Which means that in those few verses, 
directly or indirectly, there are seven key references to Christian suffering.

Christians suffer from ill-health, bereavement, unemployment and sadness, like 
everybody else.  But then there are distinctive Christian sufferings:  the opposi-
tion of the world – like Paul was experiencing at Ephesus; misunderstanding in 
the church – like the suffering at Corinth (which is one of the hardest things to 
bear).  Nobody should ever proclaim that the Christian life is without suffering.  
It’s a life of joy.  It’s a life of peace.  It’s a life of love.  But it’s a life of bitter tears 
and broken hearts.  Paul is saying that the Lord Jesus Christ is still suffering.  
The proof of it is:  “Look at His Church!  Look at me.  Look at Timothy.  We are 
suffering and that is the suffering of Christ abounding in us.”

• The second point, however, that he makes, is that God comforts us.  You see 
that in verse 3 and in verse 4.  He comforts us in all our tribulation.  That we may 
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble.  With the comfort that we 
ourselves are comforted by God.  It’s hard for us to enter into this. We’re not 
Greeks.  We don’t live in the old Greek world.  They had a whole pantheon of 
gods.  Who were distant and unfeeling.  There was no talk ever in the Greek cul-
ture of any of those gods coming to comfort.  They were capricious.  They were 
cruel.  They wanted their way.  They used people as pawns and instruments.  
But the idea of a god comforting a human …  that’s revealed in Scripture.

“Here I am in my distress and I’m finding my comfort in God.  So is Timothy. 
We’ve got all sorts of afflictions.  But we have consolation.”  God is drawing near 
to us and drawing our hearts –  giving us the strength that we know nothing 
about naturally.  God Himself is nursing us and tending us and caring for us.  
Embracing and loving us.  God comforts people.

• But look at the third point.  We believers are bound up together, in our trouble 
and comfort.  Gods’ comfort often comes directly:  your heart is broken; you go 
into the ‘secret place’; the Lord meets with you; you are strengthened and 
helped!  Often your tears have been wiped away in that place of prayer.  But not 
always.  Often comfort comes to you through another Christian.  That’s exactly 
what is happening here.  “We receive God’s comfort,  4 … so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God. So I am having trouble –  so that I can comfort 
you in your trouble.”

He says something similar in verse 6: 6  If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort 
and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experi-



ence when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 

He says the same thing in verse 7: 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know 
that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.

A strange thing happens in the Corinthian history.  Paul at one point is very 
troubled.  But the Corinthians have comforted Titus;  Titus comes and comforts 
Paul; then Paul goes to the Corinthians and comforts them.
So comfort is not just something which comes directly.  It comes from Christian 
fellowship.  Words and sharing and, as we shall see later in this letter, just phys-
ical presence.  Just by having another Christian with you.  

So Paul has given his greeting and spoken about comfort and suffering now in verses 
8-11 he’ll talk about deliverance and suffering.

So we come back to suffering at verse 8, to see how intense it can be.  A man is in a 
building which collapses.  Lying across his rib cage is a great girder.  But his rib cage is
just strong enough to bear the weight.  “But that’s not what I’m talking about,” says 
Paul.  8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experi-
enced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired
of life itself.   On top of the girder is falling rubble.  Getting heavier and heavier.  His rib 
cage is getting crushed.  He knows that very shortly he will fail to live.  That’s the in-
tensity of trouble a Christian can experience!

Sometimes the troubles of the Christian life are so great that people think that they will 
die through the strain.  That’s why he says in verse 9:  9  Indeed, we felt that we had re-
ceived the sentence of death.  The particular troubles of which he is talking were prob-
ably the opposition which came from Ephesus:  there were people in every street who 
wanted Paul’s downfall; all round the city there were people plotting to kill him; they fol-
lowed him from place to place.  It was only a matter time before one of the ‘hit men’ 
would get him.  Or a mob would tear him to pieces.  Humanly speaking, there was so 
much hate and venom towards him, that it didn’t seem possible that he could survive.  
He had the sense of the sentence of death in himself.  That’s the intensity that some-
times the Christian must suffer!

Why does it happen?  Verse 9:  But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on 
God who raises the dead.  Because when the rib cage is beginning to cave in and you 
know that before long you breath will be gone.  You have no strength to lift this girder.  
To take off this heavy weight which is bringing you to oblivion.  That the only power that
can come in and help you is the power of God.  So Paul is now touching one of the 
main themes of his letter.

Where does deliverance come from?  Verse 10:  10 He delivered us from such a deadly
peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 
It’s a daunting thing to look at a dead body.  You are challenged to answer:  Do you 
really believe that God will raise this dead body on the ‘last day’?  With: “I do!”  The 
power of God which raises the dead is the same power which comes in again and 



again to raise Christians from difficult situations.

But if deliverance is going to come.  It’s got to come from God.  There are countless 
situations in the Christian life.  Where we can’t go on.  We can’t cope.  We can’t man-
age.  Everything seems over.  There is no solution at all.  Except an intervention from 
God.  That could be applied to the state of the Church at large as well as countless 
Christian lives.  That are in such dismay and disarray that only a divine solution will do.

But look how the deliverance comes.  There are means.  There are channels through 
which deliverance flows. Verse 11:  11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many 
will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 
Some deliverance's are so remarkable that you can only acknowledge that God did it.  
There is no other explanation.  When you come to that point.  Your thanks goes out to 
God.  Especially if you have been praying.

Paul is aware of all this tremendous stress and danger.  Which is threatening his very 
existence.  God has been delivering him and will deliver him.  In that he is confident.  
He has years to go yet!   In his Apostolic Ministry.  “But it’s due to your prayers”, he 
says to the Corinthians.  “You’ve got a part to play.  You can call power into my situ-
ation.  You can bring help to me, although we are separated by miles and miles.  Even 
though you don’t know the details of my situation.  Your prayers can deliver me and 
bring God into the situation in which I am labouring.”

When you pray for someone like that and the answer comes.  What praise there will be
to God!  The more people that pray, the more the praise goes to God.  The greater the 
number of intercessors the greater the volume of worship.  Which ultimately is all that 
Paul is interested in.

That’s how we come through the door into this letter.  We now know what to expect as 
Christians.  It’s Sunday.  The first day of the week.  We will expect, as Christians, that 
this week we will suffer.  We will have all the suffering of ordinary people –  there is 
nothing that will ever exempt us from that.  And we will have additional pains and prob-
lems because of our belonging to the Lord.  We will expect suffering.  But we will also 
expect comfort.  We will expect that God will meet us in that situation and we will find 
strength for it in God alone.  So we know what to expect.

Also we know what to do!  Because we are all suffering.  We should also all be in-
volved in comforting each other.  Encouraging; strengthening.  This is not the time in 
the Christian Church (it never was) for sniping words and misunderstandings and ‘talk-
ing behind our hand’.  This is a time to encourage, strengthen and, help and hearten.  
To put new faith and courage into people’s hearts.  We do it by our words and pres-
ence.  Our gestures, emails,  phone calls and our actions.  And to pray.  Pray for our 
children.  Pray for the members of our church who, from time to time, have difficult 
family situations.  Pray for our people in their offices and factories.  And when neces-
sary in their unemployment.  Uphold each other in prayer.



Then as we see one another wonderfully comforted.  Wonderfully upheld and many 
quite strangely delivered from oppressive situations:  then great thanks will go to God.  
Which is our prime ambition and motivation here on earth.  

“O Lord how comforting it is to know you as Our Father.  We thank you for your 
additional tenderness, by which you describe yourself as the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort.  We thank you that for every child of God, there is all the 
comfort in every situation that they will ever need, through Christ, in approaching 
and knowing you.  Help us also to be ministers of Christ to each other.  To be the 
means of comfort through our presence, actions, words and very especially by 
our prayers.  Fill us with thanksgiving for your comfort and your constant deliver-
ance's.  We pray that this will be true in our lives –  not just something that we 
take on board in our minds.  But that this passage of Scripture will change us in 
our actions.  We pray this in the Name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

 [2341]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday   9  th   October,   202  2  

2 Corinthians 1:12-22

Human Words and God’s Words
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 1:14b
14 —that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will boast of

you.

It’s a great blessing to be living in the 3rd decade of the 21st Century.  If you miss a ser-
mon you can hear it from the internet.  Many years ago if you missed a particular ser-
mon and you wanted to ‘catch up’.  You might go to someone who was there and ask 
for a verbal summary.  Which may or may not have been very accurate or complete.  
However, to be currently specific, if you have missed the first 2 weeks of our introduc-
tion to 2 Corinthians you will find it useful to look them up on the various ways they are 
still available.1  Because they set up the context for this whole study of 2 Corinthians, 
which will occupy us for many months.

Verses 12-22:  Here Paul is talking first of all about human words and then about 
God’s words.  Human words are found in Verses 12 – 17.  If we had been a ‘fly on the 
wall’, listening to the Corinthians talking.  We wouldn’t have been very encouraged.  
They had been spending a lot of time talking about the Apostle Paul.  Their criticism 
was really very harsh.  You can infer what they were saying, by looking at Paul’s an-
swer in Verse 12:  As they were talking about Paul they were saying that this fellow 
conducts himself badly.  He conducts himself badly in the world.  And he also conducts
himself badly towards us.

They are talking about the Apostle and saying, “His life isn’t how it should be.”  They 
were saying that this person is not above board.  The opposite of duplicity is simplicity, 
however they were actually accusing him of duplicity.  Having two objectives.  Being 
two-faced.  He wasn’t filled with godly sincerity.  There was hypocrisy in his life.  These
were the sorts of things they were saying about the man who had brought them the 
Gospel.  Through which most of them were saved.

Still in Verse12:  “This Paul”, they were saying, “is acting more like a ‘worldling’ than a 
Christian.  He’s motivated by ‘fleshly’ wisdom, not by the grace of God.  He’s a dis-
grace.  And as for these letters that he writes to us”, Verse 13 –  remembering that we 
only have two of the actual four letters –  “you have to be very careful when you read 
his letters.  You have to read between the lines, because what he says and what he 
means.  Isn’t the same thing!  You have to do a lot of guess work.  When you read 
Paul.”  They were saying.  “Because he isn’t just straight forward at all.  He’s got all 
this, ‘hidden agenda’.  Which is disguised in the words that he writes.”  If fact they were

1 a:  On our website PCAatBUNBURY.org as printed downloads of the Sermons; or the video recordings.    b: On the usb of record-
ings for July, August, September 2022.  (available on request).  c: The original recording by Stuart Olyott via Know Your Bible 
Recordings.



saying, in Verse 17, “This Paul is a fickle man.  When he says, ‘Yes’, even when he 
says it twice, very often, he means, ‘No’.”

That’s the sort of thing they were saying about him.  That was the great theme in the 
Corinthian Church at that time.  But why were they saying these things?  It’s because 
when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, he had announced what his plans were:  He was plan-
ning to withdraw from that part of the world and go elsewhere to preach the Gospel.  
He didn’t tell them where the elsewhere was.  He told the Romans, but he didn’t tell 
them.  He was planning to pull out of Turkey (as we would call it today – Asia in those 
days) and Greece and go off to Spain.  To do this he had an order in his mind for the 
means of this withdrawal.  He was going to withdraw from the cities of what we would 
call, Western Turkey; then visit and preach the Gospel to the cities in Northern Greece 
(called in general, Macedonia); and then he would go through Achaia (Southern 
Greece, where Corinth was); he would catch a boat back to Judea; then he would set 
out again on his Missionary Journeys.   He had announced those plans! 

But then, there had been a problem in the Corinthian Church.  A moral problem.  
Therefore he had had to make a special visit to Corinth to sort it out.  But that visit 
hadn’t worked.  However it was at that visit that he actually promised that when he 
withdrew from the area he would start from Corinth on the next round of visits and then
go north to Greece and finally back through Corinth, before setting off to Judea.  So in-
stead of his original plan he had given them a new plan by which he would have visited
them twice.  But he didn’t!  He didn’t come back.  He wrote a letter instead.  That’s why
they were saying all these things:  “This man.  You can’t believe a word he says.  He 
says one thing, but he means another.  He announces one thing and he does some-
thing else.  He says, ‘Yes’, when he means, ‘No’.  No Christian should behave like that!
That’s being ‘worldly’.”, they were saying.  “No man should behave like that.  Behaving 
badly in the world because he is unreliable and behaving badly in the Church because 
we can’t trust a word the man says.”

Of course it was the Corinthians who were in the wrong and not Paul.  But they 
couldn’t see that.  They had overlooked a lot of things.  When Paul came on this visit to
sort out the moral problem in the Church.  It hadn’t worked!  He had therefore decided 
to give them a little more time for reflection and then he had written a letter.  Whereby 
that letter ‘did the trick’.  
Meanwhile he was at Ephesus.  Persecution there was mounting so quickly that his life
was actually in danger.  He was facing a mammoth crisis.  Instead of these Church 
members sitting around and ‘pulling him to bits’.  They should have been showing him 
their love and concern.  They should have been praying for this man who was within a 
‘hair’s breath’ of losing his life in Ephesus.  They should have been concerned by the 
fact that when he came to visit them, it hadn’t worked because of their hardhearted-
ness and their love of sin.  But they didn’t take any of those things into consideration.  
So in their criticisms they were ill informed and they were unkind.

So we find lessons to be learned here.  Before you voice a criticism about a ‘child of 
God’:  get the facts.  Before you voice any criticism of a brother or sister of Christ –  to 
whom you are eternally bound by spiritual links:  listen to their explanation.  Get the 



facts and listen to their explanation.  Then if you have an opinion to express.  Express 
it, but as a Christian –  with the meekness and gentleness of Christ.

Let us now listen to this godly Apostle as he replies to this criticism:
Verse 12.  “What I have to boast in (and we will come back to ‘boasting’ later) is this.” 
Says the Apostle Paul.  “I have interrogated my conscience.”   So he’s looked at what 
he has done.  He’s listened to their criticisms and he’s interrogated his conscience, in 
the ‘light of the second coming’ –  which he mentions in Verse 14, talking about the 
‘day of our Lord Jesus’.

So here is a man asking: “Have I obeyed my conscience?  When at last the world 
ends, and there is no one to answer to except the Lord Jesus Christ.  Will I have a 
clear conscience before Christ, about what I have done?”  And he says. “I will!  I will 
have a clear conscience.  My conscience”, Verse 12, “is telling me that I conducted 
myself in the world in ‘simplicity’  (in other words all was ‘above board’) and in godly 
sincerity.  My heart was set on pleasing God.  I just had one thing on my mind.  It 
wasn’t duplicity, it was simplicity.  I had one thing in my mind.  It was to be openhearted
before God, in order to please Him.  My conscience is clear on this point.  So although 
you are displeased”, he says, “I have behaved in accord with the dictates of my con-
science before Christ.”

“As for my letters”, he says, Verse 13, “My letters don’t contain hidden meanings.  You 
don’t have to read between the lines.  We are not writing any other things to you than 
the ones you understand.  The plain sense of the letter is what it means.”
Then he says, “When the last day breaks, this is what I believe you are going to dis-
cover.  I believe you already understand me in part”, he says. “But I want you to under-
stand:  We are your boast, as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.  When 
the last day breaks.  We stand before God in Christ!   You will be pleased and priv-
ileged to say, that over there is the man who brought us the Gospel.  And I will be priv-
ileged and pleased to look over to the Corinthians and say, ‘Those people over there 
were the people who came to you Lord as I preached the Gospel to them’.  We shall 
feel a sense of mutual privilege and pleasure as we look at each other on the last day 
–  the Judgement.”  Says the Apostle Paul.

So he is boasting in that!   Boasting that he didn’t live by fleshly wisdom.  But by the 
grace of God.  Both in the world and in the Church.

You will notice that the word, ‘boast’, is in Verse 12 and Verse 14.  As we go through 
this letter over the next many weeks, we will come across the word, boast, or boasting,
25 times.  It’s a very important word in this letter.  There is such a thing as Christian 
boasting.  Worldly boasting is saying, “What a great man I am.  What a good fellow I 
am.”   These super apostles – these false apostles –  who were coming into the Cor-
inthian Church, were very pleased with their worldly boasting.  They were always going
on about the miracles they had done; the wonderful teaching that they gave; the way 
that they could grip an audience.  How they were above the temptations that other 
people had.  They had come into new experiences which had lifted them up into a dif-
ferent league.  That was their sort of boasting.



Paul’s boasting was completely different, as we shall see.  He boasted in his weak-
ness.  His cowardliness.  His illness.  His mistakes.  But God still worked through him 
despite all that.  All that weakness – all that humanness –  God was at work through 
his life.  What ever else happened he was able to stand up before others.  Look them 
in the eye and say, “I kept a clean conscience.”  That’s Christian boasting.

Our challenge is: are we capable of Christian boasting?  Able to look one another in 
the eye and say, “I have kept a clean conscience.  The Church may be displeased, you
may misunderstand, but my conscience is clear, before God.”

The first section of our passage is about human words.  Verses 18-22 are about God’s 
words.   All the conversation in Corinth at the time was about Paul’s words.  Paul is 
now going the turn things from talking about human words to talking about God’s 
words.  He does it skilfully by means of Verse 18: 18 As surely as God is faithful, our 
word to you has not been Yes and No.  “I didn’t say, ‘Yes’, when I meant, ‘No’”, said 
Paul, “I didn’t say ‘No’, when I meant, ‘Yes’.  Just as surely as God is faithful. We were 
faithful!”  So now he has made the transfer and he is talking about the words of God.  
We find this in Verses 18-22  – which we will cover when we continue with this subject 
next week.

 [1932]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday   16  th   October  , 2022  

2 Corinthians 1:12-22

Human Words and God’s Words –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 1:20
 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him 
that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.

Last week in the first part of our current passage, Paul was talking about Human 
Word’s and the problems that can occur from reacting to misunderstandings.  In verse 
18 he deliberately switches his thoughts to the reliability of God’s Words.  So we turn 
our attention to Verses 18 to 22 –  but particularly to 18, 19 and 20.

The great theme of Scripture is that God’s Word is entirely trustworthy.  He keeps all 
His promises.  But he keeps all His promises through Jesus Christ, His Son.  “Whom 
we proclaim”, Verse 19.  So God doesn’t say, “Yes”, when He means something else.  
When God says something he means it.  The affirmative is underlined, fulfilled and car-
ried through – in Christ!  All God’s promises come into reality and fulfilment through 
Christ.

Now God has made countless promises.  There are thousands and thousands of 
promises in the Scripture.  “4… precious and very great promises”,  as Peter will say in 
His letter.2  But every one of them is carried out and fulfilled in Christ.  What Paul is 
saying in Verses 18, 19 & 20, is that the Lord Jesus Christ is God’s ‘Yes’!   To every 
promise that He has made.  Now the word, Amen, means ‘so be it’.  But it also means, 
‘it IS so”.  God makes a promise and there is a voice that says, “It IS so”!  So that the 
promise becomes reality.  That voice, and that being:  the means by which it becomes 
reality, is the Lord Jesus Christ.

What the Apostle Paul is telling us is categorically, “God has nothing for you, other than
that which comes by the Lord Jesus Christ.  When we come to Christ –  as he will tell 
us here –  then we glorify God.

This is very important teaching!  Let us think of one or two promises of God in the Old 
Testament:  God speaks to Abraham, His friend.  “Abraham, your seed will be as nu-
merous as the sand on the sea shore and the stars in the sky.”  Now all God’s prom-
ises are fulfilled through Christ.  So that promise can’t possibly mean that there will be 
a great number of Jews.  Because there were many Jews –  without Christ being in the
picture at all.  That’s why Paul insists in his letters –  Romans & Galatians –  that the 
‘seed’ is not those who have Abraham’s ‘blood’ in their veins but Abraham’s ‘faith’ in 
their hearts.  The ‘seed’ is Christ and all those who are Christ’s -  who belong to Christ.

2  2 Peter 1:3,4. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful de-
sire. 



So that great promise is fulfilled in Christ.  There is no ‘Israel’ in the world except the 
Christian Church!

Now let’s take this promise, which is found repeatedly in the Old Testament, about the 
restoration of Israel.  Ten tribes go into Assyria and apart from a few remnants,  they 
disappear.  The remaining tribes go into Babylon a little later, and there are these 
promises that they will come back to the land; the Temple will be rebuilt; and Israel and
Judah will again be reunited.  There will be wonderful blessings; abundance and 
peace; victories in wars and finally peace.  People have taken this to be the return of 
the Jews to Palestine in 1948.  And that one day the Mosque will be taken away and 
the Temple rebuilt.  That’s the way folk have interpreted it.

Which has nothing to do with Christ!  When the Apostles preached on those passages,
as they did, in the New Testament.  That say those passages are all like ‘picture lan-
guage’.  Spiritual language to be understood in Christ. The restoration to the ‘land’ from
Babylon was a mercy, by which the line of the Messiah was preserved.  But the true 
fulfilment is the Gentiles being added to believing Jews to become the ‘Israel’ of God.  
All the blessings of peace and abundance are all the blessings of the Gospel.  Such as
adoption, peace of conscience and peace with God.  Above all the ‘fruit of the Spirit’.  
They are all fulfilled in Christ.

People will often ask these sorts of questions:  “Does God forgive sinners?  Does God 
comfort the bereaved?  Is God tender with the dying?  Has God made any promises to 
these people?”  God forgives sinners in Christ.  God gives eternal life to all men and 
women and boys and girls who are in Christ.  God comforts all who are in Christ (as 
we have already seen in the first part of this letter).  This comfort is handed to us by 
the crucified hand of the Redeemer.  

“Does God give strength to the weary?  Does God give help to the downcast?”  Yes he 
does –  in Christ!  In other words none of these blessings come from God to men and 
women who are not in Christ.  They come through the Mediator.   Through the Medi-
ator we come to God and through the Mediator everything God has to give, comes to 
us.  Except, of course, His ongoing ‘Gifts of Common Grace’.  Such as human life, and
the measure of health and strength that you have.  Your homes and in your employ-
ment.

“Does God give comfort in the hour of dying?”  Yes, He does, if they’re in Christ.
“Does God raise the dead?”  He raises them all, through the voice of Christ. Some to 
everlasting life and some to everlasting destruction.  “Has God promised to judge the 
world?”  “As I live”, says Jehovah – in the Old Testament. “Every knee will bow to me.”3

While Paul in the New Testament (in quoting the Old Testament Scripture) says, “At the
Name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ, is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”4

“Is there a heaven for men and women?”  Yes, there is a heaven for men and women.  

3 Isaiah 45:22-25
4 Philippians 2:10



That heaven is a Person.  So that when we come to Him, we have receive our heaven.
Which will come into all its fullness of eternal dimensions at the ‘Last Day’.

So it’s all in Christ!

“Careful”, says Paul, in Verses 21 & 22, “Careful, if you are a Christian, don’t take any 
credit to yourself.  Don’t say, ‘Well I’m one of those that have chosen Christ.  I’m one of
those who has laid hold of the promises.  Why can’t you do it?  I’ve done it.”  No.” says 
the Apostle Paul, listen to Him.  21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, 
and has anointed us,…   So if you are ‘in’ Christ it is God’s work which brought you into
Christ.  You never would have got there otherwise.  You owe your position in Christ to 
God Himself.  Who has anointed us, …   

Consider a man – an ordinary man –  who is to be a prophet.  He’s ‘set apart’, by 
anointing.  Here is David an ordinary shepherd boy, but he is to be a King.  He’s ‘set 
apart’, by anointing.  Here is an ordinary Hebrew boy who is to be a priest.  He is ‘set 
apart’ for his function, by anointing.  Here are men and women in the world who are no
different from anybody else –  neither more or less intelligent; neither more or less 
good, they are just the same as anybody else.  But this one is ‘set apart’ and this one 
is ‘set apart’ and yet another is ‘set apart’.  And who ‘sets us apart’?  He who estab-
lishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on 
us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. (or deposit)

See, as Paul as a young boy, once did, all the boxes on the quay-side at the port of 
Tarsus.  They are all to be loaded on the same ship to go to different ports and different
places.  How do they not get mixed up and miss-directed?  Each owner has caused his
distinctive seal or deposit or guarantee to be applied to their particular items of prop-
erty.  His particular guarantee that they belong to him and that where he is they will be 
also.
Here is the concept of the deposit in the market.  Young Paul is there and sees the ne-
gotiations and the bargaining as the seller and the buyer finally agree the price.  They 
strike hands on the deal.  He can have those goods for that price, but right now he 
hasn’t got the ready monies for the full price.  So he pays a ‘down payment’, a deposit, 
and the goods are his.  Then when he has made the full payment the goods will be in 
his hands.  But the goods are his effectively once the deposit is made.  The ticket is 
put on them:  SOLD!  Because of the deposit.  

It’s this language that Paul is using, when saying that God has put his seal on us and 
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit (or a guarantee).  A guarantee that we will 
safely arrive in heaven.  A guarantee that we belong, categorically, definitively and 
everlastingly to God.  God isn’t distant to us or exterior to us anymore.  He inhabits 
eternity and is wonderfully transcendent, but he has put His Spirit in our hearts.  His 
Spirit is within us and that’s the proof that we will get to the destination. That we are 
His, everlastingly.  This indwelling of the Spirit – which we can be conscience of – is 
that deposit.



Another question:  Which do you think is the better?  The conversation of the Corinthi-
ans or the things that Paul writes about?  On the one hand is the Corinthians with all 
their carping criticism.  The discussion of Paul and his behaviour –  that’s human 
words.  Then here is Paul talking about God’s Words:  God’s work, redemption and 
Christ.  Peace and the Spirit and the love of the Father.  Which is the better conversa-
tion?  Once we are captured by the great themes of the Gospel.  We realise how small 
and lean, much of our human conversation is.  Precisely because the Corinthians 
hadn’t got their hearts captured by the great truths that they fell down by pushing those
petty linguistic buttons.  Defiled and dirty.  Which was the bulk of their previous conver-
sation.
Slander in a Church is a sign of hearts uncaptured by the great themes of the Gospel.

Finally, as we close, did you notice the wonderful connection between the Word and 
Spirit.  Paul, Silvanus and Timothy.  What did they do when they came to Corinth?  
They preached the Word.  What was their conversation?  God’s promises.  His un-
shakeable, reliable promises.  How did they and the Corinthians enter into the enjoy-
ment of what God had promised?  Christ!  Yes.  But how did they come to Christ?  God
did it.  Yes!  Was it the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit?  It was the Spirit!  So true 
Christian experience is a combination of Word and Spirit.  

Olyott once met a man, whom he invited to a Bible Study, who replied that he was now
sufficiently spiritual not to need to study the Bible.  God spoke to him directly.  Non-
sense!  There is no knowing God at all without the Word which proclaims, Christ.  But 
the Word that proclaims Christ is nothing until the Spirit takes hold of it and makes it a 
living and regenerating, life-transforming, heartwarming Word.  That’s the work of the 
Spirit.  When the Spirit and Word work together:  then we are able to say that we are 
Christians in deed!  Our hope is in Christ.

“Lord God we are ashamed of our words.  Especially when we remember that 
every idle word shall be accounted for at the great day of judgement.  We pray 
that you will visit us with the burning desire to always keep a clear conscience.  A
clear conscience before you, even when men and women misunderstand.  We 
thank you for your great work of redemption in Christ,  The rich fulfilment of all 
your promises through Him.  We admire you for the work of the Spirit in our 
hearts to bring us safely to Him,  We pray that by Word and Spirit combined to-
gether we may grow in grace and in His knowledge, throughout our lives until we 
see Him on that great day.  For His Name’s sake.  Amen.”

 

 [2013]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday 23  rd   October, 2022  
2 Corinthia
ns 1:23-2:13

The Importance of Good Relationships
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 2:4
4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many 
tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for
you.

2 Corinthians is a little like learning a new language.  You open the textbook and you 
think that it is impossible.  You’ll never grasp all of it!   But if you take it slowly –  step 
by step.  Deal with the difficulties one by one.  Then eventually you get there.  That’s 
why we are not taking very long sections each couple of weeks.
It’s a book which is largely unknown to the vast majority of Christians, apart from a few 
key passages here and there.  So we start at Chapter 1 verse 23 and then through to 
Chapter 2 verse 13.

Here Paul is talking about the importance of good relationships.  So we start with this 
even before we come specifically to the passage.   God wants Christians to have 
healthy relationships with each other.  We are not to behave as if were were brothers.  
We are expected to behave knowing that we are brothers.  That’s the great difference. 
But some do not behave as they should.  All Christian relationships are built on the 
prior relationship we have with God through Christ. 

God is only known to us through Christ.  As we have seen recently in 2 Corinthians:  
God has nothing for us outside of Christ.  But if you are in Christ. And the person next 
to you is in Christ and the others in the Church are in Christ.  Then it is still possible, 
unfortunately, because of our sin, to have unhealthy relationships.  Relationship of ten-
sion; misunderstand; Christians who hardly talk or never talk;  Christians who avoid 
each other or criticise each other.  We don’t work for each other’s health.  To the con-
trary, we may work for each other’s downfall!  

Of course that is not the will of God.  His will is for healthy relationships.  This passage 
has a lot to tell us about this.  As has the whole letter. 

Now the context –  the background –  to this passage is that, Paul has made a prom-
ise.  There has been a crisis in the Corinthian Church and he’s come to sort it out.  But 
this was not very successful.  However before he leaves he makes a promise that he 
will return soon.  But he doesn’t!  Instead of this visit, they receive a letter.  A very sad 
letter. One which he wrote in tears.  A very straight and blunt letter.  But they don’t get 
the promised visit!  He tells them that he won’t be visiting them at the beginning of his 
next visit to Greece, but much later, at the end of his visit to Greece.   These changed 
plans, as we have already seen, have led to a lot of misunderstanding.  This causing 



him further pain in his relationship with the Corinthians.  He talks to them about this 
problem with extraordinary openness. 

If we gain nothing more from this passage we should note Paul’s openness on his side
of the relationship with them.  He’s not concerned with the making of his own ‘image’ in
their opinion of him. The points where he is vulnerable he will say so. On the points he 
is strong – he will be strong.  What you see is what you get.  He’s not like the false 
Apostles, who pretend to be something different from what they really are.  What you 
see Paul to be is what he actually is.  He hides nothing he is completely open.   Thus 
we are immediately on the way to understanding something about better relationships 
in the Christian Church.

Beginning with today’s passage –   Chapter 1 from Verse 23:  There are four ‘move-
ments’.  The first we will call ‘longing’.  1:23-2:2 –  these 4 verses.
What’s been happening in Corinth –  what’s caused the crisis is one man in the Church
(it’s amassing how much trouble one person can cause).  One man in the Church has 
wronged another –  very badly.  We are not given the details.  The way Paul talks 
about it, seems to suggest, that there was some terrible immorality.  Sometimes the 
way he talks about it suggests there was some aggression.  Sometimes there’s the 
suggestion that there was a terrible injustice.  It is not known, precisely, how this one 
man had ‘injured’ another.  That’s why Paul had come to ‘sort it out’.  When he came to
do that, most people in the Church, agreed with Paul but were not willing to do any-
thing.  There was a minority who agreed with the man.  

So there was Paul and that man in a direct confrontation.  The majority ‘stood’ with 
Paul, but didn’t want to do anything, while a minority stood with the man. The result 
was that Paul had to ‘take on’ that majority.  He had to stand before the majority and 
really give them ‘what for’.  Telling them ‘straight’ that they had got to have the moral 
courage to take a stand on this point.  To stand up to this individual and really make it 
plain what God’s Word teaches on this issue.   And also speak equally directly to the 
people who sided with him.  So you can see that when Paul left them on that occasion.
He was not on a good relationship with anybody.  Because of the extraordinary frank-
ness with which he had had to deal with the Corinthian Church.  

Now then comes verse 23:  23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare 
you that I refrained from coming again to Corinth.  “Here I am,” says Paul, “and I’m 
more conscious of the presence of God, that I am with anything else.  He’s in this 
place.  As I put pen to paper, I’m calling God to be my witness, as I tell you this.  That 
the reason I didn’t have my promised visit, was because I wasn’t going to go through 
all that again.  I wasn’t going to have a complete show-down with you and with him.  
With all that pain --- again.  I chose not to come but to write to you instead.  It was to 
spare you.”

Already we can see that Paul is deeply interested in this question of maintaining real, 
good relationships.  Not causing pain.  He doesn’t want to pain fellow Christians.



“I’m not like these false teachers,” he say in Verse 24.  “They tyrannised you!  They 
lorded over your faith!  They behave as though your faith is in their hands.”  Now the 
church of Rome of course behaves like that – as you well know.  It says that Salvation 
is the affair of the church.  You put yourself in the church’s hands and they will look 
after your salvation.  All false teachers have done that, throughout church history.  
‘Your salvation and your faith is in our hands.  We will direct the way you live your 
Christian life for you.  We will tell you what to do.  We will lord it over you.’  They don’t 
actually use those words, but: ‘we will decide!’

“I’m not like that.” says Paul in Verse 24. “I’m not a tyrant.  I’m not someone who 
comes to lord it over you.  Your faith is not in my hands.  I am your co-worker.  What in-
terests me is your joy.”  That’s the meaning of Verse 24.  So he is longing for this rela-
tionship to be sorted out.  He’s longing for the Christian Church at Corinth to be re-
stored to it’s former joy.

“So,” he says, in Verse1 of Chapter 2, “after reflection – very long, deep reflection –  I 
made a considered decision.     I determined this within myself, that I will not come 
again to you in sorrow.”  A very wise pastor is Paul. Isn’t he.  Sometimes in work places
there can be trouble between workers and management.  One way or the other – or 
both ways.  There are negotiations and arguments.  But then, in wisdom, someone 
suggests there should be a ‘cooling off’ period.  The two parties separate and time is 
given to them to come to their senses.  Sometimes the best way to heal a relationship 
is in fact to do nothing for awhile.   
Marriage counsellors know that.  Sometimes a marriage is in deep trouble, but discus-
sions are only making things worse.  So time is given for the parties to have a cooling 
off.  With a better chance of a restored relationship.

That’s how Paul is acting towards the Corinthians.  He decided not to come again 
bringing all that hassle, confusion, upset and sorrow.  “I decided to write to you instead,
because I am longing for better relationships, and the restoration of your joy.  Besides,”
he says, Verse 2, “if I make things sorrowful, then who is there to make me joyful, but 
the one I have made sorrowful.  I’m so ‘tied up’ with you Corinthians.  If I, by my forth-
right speech, bring you down to the depths of depression.   Who’s going to cheer me 
up?  Except those whom I actually caused to be ‘down in the dumps’.   Here Paul is 
actually expressing his dependence, for his own emotional life, upon the Corinthians 
with whom he is dealing.

So the first movement, of 4 verses, is of ‘longing’.  He longs for a good relationship.  
He has the moral courage to speak his mind, but his ultimate goal is their joy.  He’s not
going to live their Christian life for them, but he is going to be their co-worker.  To work 
together with them for the proper healing of this difficulty.
So we can readily see that there is much more here, in these four verses, than we 
would have thought!

The second ‘movement’ we will call ‘tears’.  At Chapter 2, Verses 3 & 4:  What Paul 
has done.  Instead of a promised visit.  He’d written a letter.  That letter has not sur-
vived.   Overall he wrote four letters to the Corinthians and we have only two of them.  



This difficult, painful, sorrowful letter having not survived. We can only piece together 
what was in it from what is in 2 Corinthians.   He was in Ephesus at the time, undergo-
ing terrible persecution, when he wrote that letter.  There was no postal service.  No 
email.  It was Titus who delivered it.  It was arranged that Titus would then meet him in 
Troas.  If the winter came earlier than expected or he was delayed and the season 
closed, he would meet him in Northern Greece – Macedonia.

Titus was sent with the sorrowful letter, to sort out the problem, rather than Paul go in 
person.  “Now,” says Paul, Verse 2 & 4, “I knew that the majority were with me, but I 
also knew that if I came again I would have to do the same sort of frank speaking as I 
did the last time.  But I also knew that if the majority were to act as they should act.  
Then right relationships would be restored.  Everybody would be enjoyed.  My joy 
would have been your joy and your joy would be my joy.  And so I wrote.”

He tells us in Verse 4, what it cost him emotionally. 4 For I wrote to you out of much af-
fliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain …   Why do 
we think that it would have been so difficult for him to write this letter?  Because Paul is
a Pastor.  He’s a Christian leader he has two things on his mind –  as any mature 
Christian has.  On the one hand he doesn’t want to bring pain.  On the other hand he’s 
determined that the standards of Christian behaviour which are expected in Christ’s 
Church shall not slip.  That was the terrible tension. If you are willing for the standards 
to slip.  Of course you don’t have to cause anyone pain.  But if you don’t want to cause
pain.  How on earth can you make sure that the standards don’t slip.  That is the con-
stant stress of Christian leadership.  [It’s similar to the fact that if you don’t confront the 
effects of the devil’s work in the world, he’ll not bother to bother you!]  You’re determ-
ined that Christ will be obeyed in His Church and determined that you won’t hurt any-
body!  A very difficult road to walk.  All parents have a similar dilemma.  All people in 
any area of Christian responsibility know the same situation.

That’s why it was such a difficult letter.  He wrote it with tears and tremendous anguish.
It did give them pain.  But he was determined that the Christian Church wouldn’t slip 
back into the ways of the world.  That the immorality of the world would not be found in
the Christian congregation.  He broke his heart as he wrote the letter.  “That’s how I ex-
pressed my Christian love,” he said.  That’s how much he cared: 4 … but to let you 
know the abundant love that I have for you.

We could wonder: how many tears are shed by us over the Christian Church?  There 
is tremendous abandonment of Christian standards in the Christian Church.

Shall we take time to consider this until next week when we will continue with our study
of this passage? 

 [2152]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      



Delivered Sunday 30  th   October, 2022  

2 Corinthians 1:23-2:13

The Importance of Good Relationships –  Part 2
Per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 2:12-13a.
12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was 
opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my 
brother Titus there.

In this Chapter we have encountered Paul speaking about the importance of good rela-
tionships between members of a Church.  Like him you are determined that Christ will 
be obeyed in His Church and equally determined that you won’t hurt anybody!  Paul 
wrote with tears and tremendous anguish.  To achieve this.
We can’t escape the fact that there is tremendous abandonment of Christians stand-
ards in our churches.  But how to arrest this?  By plain speak?  But how can we speak 
plainly without hurting people.  How are our tears and anguish to be applied to achieve
good and effective relationships?  From Paul we can learn.

As we examined the first part of our passage, last week we dwelt on Paul’s ‘longing’ 
and then we came to his ‘tears’.   So now we go on to Paul’s third ‘movement’, verses 
5-11.  This we will call ‘forgiveness”.

Paul had been to that Church earlier and really ‘laid it down’ straight.  That action had 
borne no fruit.  Then he wrote the sorrowful letter.  Now that did do something:  the ma-
jority came to their senses.  The acted against the defaulting man!  They excluded him 
from their fellowship.  Because of the wickedness of his lack of repentance.  He was 
excluded from the fellowship of the local church.  So they were hurt, and all were hurt, 
all because of this man’s sin.  This man had not only hurt the Apostle, with whom he 
had a great confrontation.  But now he had hurt the whole church, when the minority 
was standing with him.  But now he was deeply repentant!  Thank God for that.  The 
functioning church discipline had done what it was supposed to do.  It had pained the 
man so much, that it had brought him to his senses and had brought him back to a lov-
ing relationship with Christ, because he had come to hate his sin.  Wanting to be re-
stored to the fellowship of the local church.

So we have now a passage about forgiveness.  Verse 5:  5 Now if anyone has caused 
pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to 
all of you. “I came,” said Paul, “and I had a real confrontation with him and it was awful.
But he hurt you all.  I’m not being negative when I say that to you.  But,” verse 6. “you 
have inflicted a punishment on him.  You the majority.  That is enough!  Because it’s 
done its work.  Now,” verse 7. “you must forgive this man.  Restore him to fellowship.  
Comfort him.  Put your arms around him.  Welcome him back.  Because if you don’t 
the sorrow which you are experiencing at the moment will destroy you.  That’s why I’m 
writing to you as the Church.  Show your love for him; restore him to fellowship.  That’s
why I wrote to you my sorrowful letter,” he said in verse 9.  “To see if you really would 



obey me.  And you have!  So now I have forgiven.  I’ve forgiven for your sake.  I have 
forgiven,” verse 10, “ because we are all in Christ’s presence.”

“And there’s another reason why I have forgiven him,” Verse 11:   “So that Satan 
shouldn’t exploit the situation.  Because we are not immune from his devices.  If you 
do not embrace this repentant man and bring him back to full fellowship in the Church. 
The devil will have a ‘field-day’.  You know how he works; I know how he works!  So 
have the man back.  Please forgive him and have him back!”

It’s a very, very solemn and telling paragraph.  Isn’t it?  Have we understood that one 
person’s sin can bring emotional turmoil into the heart of a Christian worker (as it has 
to Paul)?  Have we understood that one person’s sin can have a profound effect upon 
a whole congregation?  It’s a terrible thing to be seriously ‘out of step’.  One person in 
the army doing what shouldn’t be done and the whole company is under judgement.  

It’s frightful thing to ‘nurse’ sin for any reason.  But when there is sin in the Church.  It’s
effect is upon everybody.  Because we are a body – and are members one of another.  
A solemn paragraph.  But at the same time very wonderful.  There is such a thing as 
church discipline.  But through the Centuries our Churches have been filled with moral 
cowards.  But where church discipline has been exercised –  out of love for Christ and 
his laws and the deep concern for the spiritual restoration of the person concerned –  it
is a wonderful means of grace.

But what must you do when someone under disciple repents?  Remember what the 
Gospel is about.  The Gospel is about forgiveness – for repentant sinners!  That is the 
message of the Gospel.  Because that is the message of the Gospel, it must be reflec-
ted in church discipline.  So you can’t say that this man should be excluded from fel-
lowship for six-months. Then when that six months are up, he comes back into the fel-
lowship come what may.  If someone is living a denial of the Gospel –  denying some 
basic Christian teaching.  Violating, openly, God’s Law and doing it consistently.  The 
Church must act against them.  But when they repent, then they must be restored.  

Otherwise the whole Gospel is undermined.  The message isn’t a message of ‘works’.  
It is: “God forgives a repentant sinner.”  Therefore the ‘body of Christ’ must forgive!  
That means to restore the repentant sinner.  The Gospel is all about forgiveness.  As 
long as that is understood, then church discipline can be exercised as the New Testa-
ment teaches.

So we have seen longing, tears and forgiveness.  However our passage finishes with 
‘uneasiness’.  Chapter 2, Verse 12 & 13:  12 When I came to Troas to preach the gos-
pel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at
rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on 
to Macedonia.

Now the persecution in Ephesus had been total and Paul had had to leave.  He came 
to Troas –  which today is on the Turkish coast just opposite Greece.  He had been 
there before.  So after leaving Ephesus that’s where he arrived and there he preached 



the Gospel.  He tells us there in Verse 12 that he had a tremendous opportunity.  Can 
you imagine it then.  The Apostle Paul coming from a persecuted situation into a place 
where he can preach the Gospel openly:  dozens, maybe hundreds, even thousands 
are hearing the Gospel.  People are coming to Christ!  There are opportunities to 
present the Gospel virtually everywhere in the City.  It’s a God given opportunity to 
evangelise the town. …

“But I was unsettled”, he says, verse 12, “I was uneasy.  I just couldn’t settle down to it.
There was something gnawing away at my spirit.  I was uneasy – restless – despite 
this tremendous opportunity, I couldn’t give myself to it!  Because I had written my let-
ter to you and I was waiting for Titus to come to me with the reply.  I was waiting for 
Titus to tell me how things were going in Corinth.  Whether the situation was over or 
not.  All the time I was preaching in Troas I couldn’t get you out of my mind.  Where is 
Titus?  Why hasn’t he come?  Why the delay?  What if they haven’t got the matter 
right?  What are things like in the Corinthian Church?”

“I just couldn’t settle down to Gospel preaching until I had the answer.  So I went off 
from that ‘golden opportunity’ to Macedonia”, Verse 13, “Where I expected to meet up 
with Titus.  And receive news of you as quickly as possible.”

Now Paul is openly talking to us about his weakness.  As he will throughout this letter.  
Who is the thick skinned man who gets on with it, come what may?  Who every way 
the ‘wind blows’ it doesn’t affect him.  Paul’s always being faithful to Christ, but he is 
deeply affected by what is going on.  So though he is preaching the Gospel and seeing
conversions.  The whole City is on the verge of coming to Christ.  He cannot settle!  
Because of that sore in a particular congregation.  It doesn’t matter about the outcome.
He’s talking about his own humanness and confessing to us his own vulnerability.  He’s
not covering it all up.  Like the ‘super’ Apostles who have come to Corinth.  Who make 
out that they are above all that.  Not having these feelings and experiences.  He shows
us how easily touched he is, by what goes on in a Christian Congregation.  While the 
mystery of this letter is that he doesn’t tell us here what Titus’ reply was.  At this point 
he keeps us ‘hanging on a string’ right up to Chapter 7 Verse 5.  Having said noting 
more about this letter until then.  When he takes up that subject again.  It’s a mystery 
why he does that because he has aroused our interest as to what did happen, and he 
doesn’t tell us what did happen.

But we have a lot to learn.  One person’s lack of holiness –  a troubled church and a 
troubled Apostle.  He was so troubled that he couldn’t avail himself of the golden op-
portunity to evangelise.  One person’s sin had caused these tremendous ripples which 
had gone way beyond the local church.  Actually affecting the preaching of this great 
man of God.  Sin is not to be taken lightly!  It cannot be taken lightly.  I does that to re-
lationships.

He was dejected.  He was dejected because of the persecution in Ephesus – he’s 
already told us about that in Chapter 1.  He is dejected about this lack of news  from 
Corinth.  He’s dejected by his memory of all the things he’s had to deal with there.  
Having to be so severe with everybody.  He’s dejected and the only thing that will lift 



his dejection, is news from Titus.  News that the situation has been put right.  That the 
sinner has repented and that right relationships have been restored.  There is such a 
thing as dejection – deep dejection –  even in a Christian heart.   Even in a holy heart!  
Because of wrong relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ.

So the whole passage underlines the importance of good relationships.  The founda-
tion for all good relationships is that ‘I’, as an individual, walks with integrity in God’s 
presence, without sinning.  The hymn we shall sing shortly is based on Psalm 133 – 
the unity of God’s people.  (Rejoice! 312 “How Good a Thing It Is”

Lord God, as we pray, we are very aware of the ravages that sin makes in rela-
tionships.  It destroyed our walk with you in the Garden of Eden.  It caused Cain 
to kill Able and all the dreadful things that we read about –  before the Flood.  It’s 
at work in the world today.  Separating men and women.  Comes into our families
and into our churches.  We are ashamed of our sin.  We are astonished that the 
sin of even one man can have such awful repercussions for the happiness and 
settlement of the church and even for the preaching of the Word of God.  Help us
to hate sin most of all because of how it is a grief to you and because what our 
sin does to others and to the great cause with which we are identified.  By your 
Word and Spirit, point out our sin.  That we may hate it and turn from it.  Oh Lord 
breathe upon us all a spirit of forgiveness that we may forgive all who have 
wronged us in any way at any time.  We thank you that for us, because of 
Christ’s Cross, there is forgiveness too.  Forgiveness for all.  For all times and all 
ways.  Receive our worship in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

 [1978]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.      


