Notes to support 5-week series on:
T.U.L.I.P.

References for the support of the notion of Total Inability
Westminster Confession of Faith

Larger Catechism

Shorter Catechism

Scripture References

Index description
(according to R S Ward)

1. Eph 1:11; Rom 11:33;
Heb 6:17; Rom 9:15,18.

3.1: From the most wise and holy counsel of his own will,
God, from all eternity, freely and unchangeably
appointed whatever comes about1 Yet, because of this,
God is –
• not the author of sin,2
• nor is the will of creatures violated,
• nor is the freedom or contingency of second causes
removed, but established instead.3

2. Jas 1:13,17; 1 Jn 1:5.
3. Acts 2:23; Mt 17:12;
Acts 4:27,28; Jn 19:11;
Prov 16:33

9.1: God has so equipped the human will with natural
freedom that it is neither forced nor determined for
good or evil by any absolute necessity.4
4.2: After God had made every other creature he created
Man, male and female,5 with rational and undying
souls6, in possession of knowledge, righteousness and
true holiness, in his own image.7
They had the law of God written in their hearts,8 with
the ability to keep it,9 yet with the possibility of
breaking it, in being left to the freedom of their own
will, which was liable to change.10
In addition to this law written in their hearts, they
received a command not to eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.11 While they kept this
they were happy in their fellowship with God, and had
authority over the creation.12
9.2: In his sinless state Man had the freedom and the
power to choose to do what is good and well-pleasing
to God,13 but as changeable, so that he might fall from
it14

4. Mt 17:12; Jas 1:14;
Deut 30:19

LC 17: How did God create Man? SC 10: How did God
After God had made all other
creatures, he created Man, male and
female. He formed the body of the
man from the dust of the ground and
the woman from the rib of the man
and endowed them with living,
reasoning and immortal souls. He
made them in his own image, in
knowledge, righteousness and
holiness. They had the law of God
written in their hearts and the power
to fulfil it, and rule over the creatures,
yet with the possibility of
transgression.

create Man?
God created man, male and
female, in his own image,
in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, with
rule over the creatures.

5. Gen 1:27
6. Gen 2:7 with Eccl 12:7;
Lk 23:43; Mt 10:28
7. Gen 1:26; Col 3:10;
Eph 4:24
8. Rom 2:14,15
9. Eccl 7:29
10. Gen 3:6; Eccl 7:29
11. Gen 2:17; 3:8-11, 23
12. Gen 1:26-28

13. Eccl 7:29; Gen 1:26.
14. Gen 2:16,17; Gen 3:6

Free-will. The will of Man is
neither forced by any necessity
arising from within itself so as
to be compelled to do good or
evil (3.1; 9.1) In the state of
innocence Man had freedom
and power to do good (4.2; 9.2;
LC 17)

6.1: When our first parents were deceived by the
cleverness and temptation of Satan, they sinned by
eating the forbidden fruit.1 God was pleased, in
keeping with his wise and holy purpose, to allow this
sin of theirs, having planned to order it for his own
glory.2
6.2: They fell, through this sin, from their original
righteousness and fellowship with God,3 and so
became dead in sin,4 and altogether defiled in all the
powers and parts of soul and body.5

6.3

6.4

LC 21: Did Man continue in that SC 13: Did our first
state in which God first created
him?
Our first parents, being left to the
freedom of their own will, through the
temptation of Satan transgressed the
commandment of God by eating the
fruit that God had forbidden. By this
transgression they fell from the state
of innocence in which they were
created.

parents continue in the
state in which they were
created?
Our first parents, being left
to the freedom of their own
will, fell from the state in
which they were created by
sinning against God.

SC 14: What is sin?

Sin is any failure to
LC 23: Into what state did the fall measure up to what God
bring mankind?
requires, or any
The fall brought mankind into a state disobedience to his
of sin and misery.
commands.

Because they were the beginning of the whole human
race, the guilt of this sin was debited,6 and the same
death in sin and corrupted nature was transferred to all
their descendants, originating from them by natural
conception.7

LC 22: Did all mankind fall in

All particular sins come from this original corruption,8
by which we are –
• altogether disinclined , dis-empowered and
opposed to all spiritual good,9 and
• altogether inclined to all evil.10
(Spiritual, as above, added to be consistent with LC 25
and 16.7 – R S Ward)

LC 25: What is the sinfulness of

SC 16: Did all mankind

fall in Adam's first
that first transgression?
The covenant being made with Adam disobedience?
Since the covenant of life
as a representative person for his
descendants as well as for himself, all was made with Adam for
mankind descending from him in the his descendants as well as
ordinary manner, sinned in him, and for himself, all mankind
descending from him in the
fell with him in that first
ordinary manner, sinned in
transgression.
him, and fell with him in
his first transgression.

that state into which Man fell?
The sinfulness of the state into which
Man fell includes the guilt of Adam's
first sin, the lack of righteousness
which he had at first, and the
corruption of his nature, by which he
is utterly indisposed, disabled and
opposed to all spiritual good and is
wholly inclined to all evil, and that all
the time. This is commonly called
Original Sin, and from it flow all
actual sins.

SC 18: What is the
sinfulness of that state
into which Man fell?
The sinfulness of the state
into which Man fell
includes the guilt of Adam's
first sin, the lack of
righteousness which he had
at first, and the corruption
of every part of his nature,
which is commonly called
Original Sin, together with
all actual sins which flow
from it.

1. Gen 3:13; 2 Cor 11:3
2. Rom 11:32

3. Gen 3:6-8; Eccl 7:29; Rom 3:23
4. Gen 2:17; Eph 2:1
5. Titus 1:15; Gen 6:5; Jer 17:9;
Rom 3:10-18

6. Gen 1:27,28; Gen 2:16,17; Acts
17:26 with Rom 5:12,15-19;
1 Cor 15:21,22,49
7. Ps 51:5; Gen 5:3; Job 14:4;
15:14

8. Jas 1:14,15; Eph 2:2,3;
Mt 15:19
9. Rom 5:6; 8:7; 7:18; Col 1:28
10. Gen 6:5; 8:21; Rom 3:10-12

Fall of Man Its nature and
effects (6; LC 21,23,25,27-29);
why permitted (6.1); how all
mankind is involved in it. (6.3;
LC 22)

9.3: By his fall into a sinful condition Man has entirely
lost all ability to choose any good that is spiritual and
a part of salvation.1 As a result a natural person, being
altogether indisposed to good of that kind,2 and being
dead in sin,3 is unable by his own strength to convert
himself, or to prepare himself for it.4
9.4: When God converts a sinner, and transfers him into a
state of grace, he frees him from his natural
enslavement to sin,5 and by his grace alone enables
him freely to choose and to do what is spiritually
good.6 But because of the remaining corruption, he
does not perfectly, nor only, choose what is good, but
also chooses what is evil.7
9.5: The human will is made completely and unchangeably
free to do good only, only in the state of glory.8

1. Rom 5:6; Rom 8:7; Jn 15:5
2. Rom 3:10,12
3. Eph 2:1,5; Col 2:13
4. Jn 6:44,65; Eph 2:2-5;
1 Cor 2:14; Titus 3:3-5

5. Col 1:13; Jn 8:34,36
6. Phil 2:13; Rom 6:18,22
7. Gal 5:17;
Rom 7:15,18,19,21,23

Free-will. (continued) By the
fall Man lost all ability to will
any spiritual good related to
salvation (6.2,4; 9.3; LC 25)
The will is renewed in
conversion and by God's grace
set free to will and to do what
is spiritually good – but
imperfectly (9.4;)
The human will is made perfect
and unchangeably free to will
good and good alone only in
glory. (9.5)

8. Eph 4:13; Heb 12:23;
1 Jn 3:2; Jude 24

Total Depravity: (Inability)
Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body are all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We are not as sinful as we could be,
but we are completely affected by sin.
The doctrine of Total Depravity is derived from scriptures that reveal human character: Man’s heart is evil (Mark 7:21-23) and sick (Jer. 17:9). Man is a slave of
sin (Rom. 6:20). He does not seek for God (Rom. 3:10-12). He cannot understand spiritual things (1 Cor. 2:14). He is at enmity with God (Eph. 2:15). And, is
by nature a child of wrath (Eph. 2:3). The Calvinist asks the question, "In light of the scriptures that declare man’s true nature as being utterly lost and
incapable, how is it possible for anyone to choose or desire God?" The answer is, "He cannot. Therefore God must predestine."
Calvinism also maintains that because of our fallen nature we are born again not by our own will but God’s will (John 1:12-13); God grants that we believe (Phil.
1:29); faith is the work of God (John 6:28-29); God appoints people to believe (Acts 13:48); and God predestines (Eph. 1:1-11; Rom. 8:29; 9:9-23).

References for the support of the notion of Unconditional Election
Westminster Confession of Faith

Larger Catechism

Shorter Catechism

Scripture References

Index description
(according to R S Ward)

10.1: All those and only those whom God has appointed
beforehand for life, he is pleased, in his appointed and
accepted time,2 to call effectively1 by his word and
Spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they
are naturally, to grace and salvation through Jesus
Christ3 by –
• enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to
understand the things of God4
• taking away their hard heart and giving them a soft
heart5
• renewing their wills, and by his almighty power,
constraining them to what is good6
• effectively drawing them to Jesus Christ,7 yet in such
a way that they come most freely, made willing by
his grace.8
10.2: This effective call is the result of God's free and
special grace only, not from anything at all foreseen in
the human person,9 who is totally unreceptive in it,
until made alive and renewed by the Holy Spirit.10
They are in this way empowered to answer this call,
and to receive the grace offered and conveyed by it.11
3.6: Just as God has appointed the chosen for glory, so he
has appointed beforehand all the means to it,12 out of
the eternal and most free design of his will. So those
who are redeemed by Christ,13 having been fallen in
Adam, are effectively called to faith in Christ through
his Spirit working in due time; they are put in the right,
adopted, set apart,14 and kept by his power, through
faith, for salvation.15 Only the chosen are redeemed by
Christ, effectively called, put in the right, adopted, set
apart, and saved, and no one else.16

LC 67: What is effective calling? SC 31: What is effective

1. Rom 8:30; Rom 11:17

Effective calling is the work of God's
almighty power and grace by which,
entirely as the outcome of his free
and special love to his elect and not
from anything in them moving him to
it, he invites and draws them in the
time of his favour to Jesus Christ by
his word and Spirit. He savingly
enlightens their minds, renewing and
powerfully directing their wills, so
that, although in themselves dead in
sin, they are made willing and able
freely to answer his call, and to
accept and embrace the grace
offered and conveyed in it.

2. 2 Thess 2:13,14; 2 Cor 3:3,6

calling? Effective calling
is the work of God's Spirit
by which he convinces us
of our sin and misery,
enlightens our minds in
the knowledge of Christ,
and renews our wills, and
so persuades and enables
us to embrace Jesus
Christ, freely offered to us
in the gospel.

3. Rom 8.2; Eph 2:1-5;
Tim 1:9-10
4. Acts 26:18; 1 Cor 2:10,12;
Eph 1:17-18
5. Ezek 36:26
6. Ezek 11:19; Phil 2:13;
Deut 30:6; Ezek 36:27
7. Eph 1:19; Jn 6:44,45
8. Song 1:4; Ps 110:3; Jn 6:37;
Rom 6:16-18

9. 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 3:4,5;
Eph 2:4,5,8,9; Rom 9:11
10. 1 Cor 2:14; Rom 8:7; Eph 2:5
11. Jn 6:37; Ezek 36:27; Jn 5:25

12. 1 Pet 1:2; Eph 1:4,5; 2:10;
Thess 2:13
13. 1 Thess 5:9,10; Titus 2:14
14. Rom 8:30; Eph 1:5;
2 Thess 2:13
15. 1 Pet 1:5
16. Jn 17:9; Rom 8 28-39;
Jn 6:64,65; Jn 10:26; Jn 8:47
1 Jn 2:19

Effective Calling. What it is
(10.1; LC 67); it is from God's
free grace not from anything
foreseen in man (10.2; LC 67).
all the elect, and them only, are
effectively called (3.6;
10.1,4;LC 68).

10.4: Other people, although not chosen, may be called by
the ministry of the word,1 and may experience some
general influences of the Spirit,2 yet never truly come
to Christ, and so cannot be saved.3 Much less can
people not professing the Christian religion be saved in
any other way whatever, however diligently they may
be ordering their lives in accordance with the light of
nature and the law of that religion they profess.4 To
assert and maintain that they may is very dangerous
and detestable.5

LC 68: Are only the elect

1. Mt 24:14

effectively called? All the elect, and
they only are effectively called.
Although others may be, and often
are, outwardly called by the ministry
of the word and have some common
operations of the Spirit, they wilfully
neglect and hold in contempt the
grace offered to them and so are
justly left in their unbelief and never
truly come to Jesus Christ.

2. Mt 7:22; Mt 13:20,21;
Heb 6:4,5

3.5: Those of humankind who are appointed beforehand to
life, God has chosen in Christ for everlasting glory,6
before he founded the world, in keeping with his
eternal and unchangeable plan, and the secret counsel
and good pleasure of his will. This is from his sheer
grace and love, apart from any foresight of faith or
good works, or persistence in either of them, or any
other creaturely factor, as conditions or causes,
influencing him to it.7 Everything was for the praise of
his glorious grace.8

LC 13: What has God specially

10.3: Chosen children who die in childhood, are reborn and
saved by Christ through the Spirit,9 who works when,
where and how he pleases;10 in the same way are all
other chosen people who are incapable of being
outwardly called by the ministry of the word.11
3.8: The teaching of this high mystery of appointing
beforehand should be treated with special caution and
care,12 so that by paying attention to the will of God
revealed in his word, and rendering obedience to it,
people may be assured of having been chosen eternally,
from the certainty of their effective call.13 In this way,
this teaching will yield cause for praise, respect and
wonder at God,14 and humility, effort, and rich comfort
for all who honestly obey the gospel.15

3. Jn 6:64-66; Jn 8:24
4. Acts 4:12; Jn 14:6; Eph 2:12;
Jn 4:22; Jn 17:3
5. 2 Jn 9-11; 1 Cor 16:22;
Gal 1:6-8

SC 7: What are the

decrees of God? The
decreed concerning angels and
decrees of God are his
men? God, by an eternal and
eternal plan, according to
unchangeable decree, solely out of
his love and with a view to the praise the purpose of his will, by
of his glorious grace to be shown in which for his own glory,
due time, has elected some angels to he has foreordained
glory; and in Christ has chosen some whatever comes to pass;
persons to eternal life and ordained (yet in such as manner as
to be in no way the author
all means to this end. He has also,
of sin.)
according to his sovereign power
and the unsearchable purpose of his
own will according to which he
extends or withholds favour as he
pleases, passed by and foreordained
the rest to dishonour and wrath, to
be inflicted because of their sin, to
the praise of the glory of his justice.

6. Eph 1:4,9,11; Rom 8:30;
2 Tim 1:9; 1 Thess 5:9
7. Rom 9:11,13,16; Eph 1:4,9
8. Eph 1:6,12

9. 1 Jn 5:12; Acts 4:12
10. Jn 3:8
11. Lk 18:15,16; Acts 2:38,39;
Jn 3:3,5; 1 Jn 5:12; Rom 8:9

12. Rom 9:20; 11:23; Deut 29:29
13. 2 Pet 1:10
14. Eph 1:6; Rom 11:33
15. Rom 11:5,6,11; 2 Pet 1:10;
Rom 8:33; Lk 10:20

Election flows solely from
God's free grace from all
eternity (3.5; LC 13). It
includes the means as well as
the end (3.6; LC 13). How
elect infants and other elect
persons incapable of being
outwardly called by the word
are saved (10.3). The value of
the doctrine of election and
how one may be assured of his
election (3.8).

U: Unconditional Election
God does not base His election on anything He sees in the individual. He chooses the elect according to the kind
intention of His will (Eph. 1:4-8; Rom. 9:11) without any consideration of merit within the individual. Nor does God look
into the future to see who would pick Him. Also, as some are elected into salvation, others are not (Rom. 9:15, 21).

References for the support of the notion of Limited Atonement
The five answers to the criticism by the 'Remonstrants' of Reformed Doctrine (as detailed by Calvin and later by the Westminster Confession of Faith) are the five 'points
of Calvinism' that are indicated by the acrostic, TULIP. Since the five statements were made specifically for this purpose they are not the totality of our Doctrine nor
represent all of the Confession. The Confession does not address all the five points specifically by name but does provide adequate scriptural basis for them all. In the
case of Limited Atonement (or put positively) Definite Atonement, (also called: effective atonement or even particular redemption), the sections already quoted in these
tables (See WCF 3.5 & 3.6 in previous table) are relevant, together with these which follow.
Westminster Confession of Faith

Larger Catechism

Shorter Catechism

Scripture References

Index description
(according to R S Ward)

7.3: Since humankind by their fall had made themselves
incapable of life by that covenant (Covenant of Works made
with Adam), it pleased the Lord to make a second,1
generally known as the Covenant of Grace. In it he freely
offers to sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring
them to trust in him that they may be saved,2 and promising
his Holy Spirit to all those who are appointed to life, to
make them willing and able to believe.3

LC 30: Does God leave all
mankind to perish in the state of
sin and misery? God does not leave
all men to perish in the state of sin
and misery into which they fell by
breaking the first covenant,
commonly called the covenant of
works, but solely of his love and
mercy delivers his elect out of it, and
brings them to a state of salvation by
the second covenant, commonly
called the covenant of grace.
LC 31: With whom was the
covenant of grace made? The
covenant of grace was made with
Christ as the second Adam, and in
him with all the elect as his seed.
LC 32: How is the grace of God
shown in the second covenant? The
grace of God is shown in the second
covenant by his freely providing and
offering to sinners a Mediator, and
life and salvation by him. God
requires faith as the condition for a
saving interest in the Mediator, and
therefore he promises and gives his
holy spirit to all his elect to work in
them that faith with all other saving
graces. Further, he enables them to
all holy obedience, and thus the
truth of their faith and thankfulness
to God is evidenced, and they
progress in the way that he has
appointed for their salvation.

SC 20: Did God leave
all mankind to perish in
the state of sin and
misery? God, solely of
his love and mercy, from
all eternity elected some to
everlasting life, and them
into a state of salvation by
the second covenant,
commonly called the
covenant of grace.

1. Gal 3:21; Rom 8:3;
Rom 3:20-21; Gen 3:15;
Isa 42:6
2. Acts 16:30,31; (for Mk
16:15-16 of original);
Jn 3:16; Rom 10:6-9;
Gal 3:11.
3. Ezek 36:26-27; Jn 6:44-45.

Covenant. Covenant of grace
made with Christ as the
second Adam and all the elect
in him as his seed. (7.3; LC
30, 31, 32) Christ being the
mediator. Faith in Christ
required and graciously given
(7.3; LC 32).

8.5: By his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself,
which he offered once to God by means of the eternal Spirit,
the Lord Jesus has made a full satisfaction to the justice of
his Father,1 and he has procured not only reconciliation, but
an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all
those the Father has given him.2
8.6: Although the work of redemption was not actually
accomplished by Christ until after his divine birth, yet the
value, effect and benefits of it were communicated to the
chosen in all ages in order, from the beginning of the world.
They were communicated in and through those promises,
types and sacrifices in which he was revealed, and shown to
be the child of the woman who would wound the serpent's
head, and the Lamb killed from the beginning of the world,
being the same, yesterday, today and forever.3

LC 36: Who is the Mediator of

SC 21: Who is the

the covenant of grace? The only
Mediator of the covenant of grace is
the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal
Son of God, of one substance and
equal with the Father. When the
time had fully come he became man,
and so was and continues to be God
and man, in two entire distinct
natures and one person, for ever.

Redeemer of the elect?
The only redeemer of
God's elect is the Lord
Jesus Christ, who, being
the eternal Son of God
became man, and so was
and continues to be God
and man in two distinct
natures and one person for
ever.

LC 42: Why was our Mediator

SC 23: What offices

called Christ? Our Mediator was
called Christ because he was
anointed with the Holy spirit to an
unlimited extent. Thus he was set
apart and completely equipped with
all authority to fill the offices of
prophet, priest and king of his
church in his states both of
humiliation and exaltation.

does Christ fill as our
Redeemer? Christ as our
Redeemer fills the offices
of a prophet, of a priest
and of a king, in his states
both of humiliation and
exaltation.

LC 38: Why was it necessary that
the Mediator should be God? It
was necessary that the Mediator
should be God so that he might
sustain and keep the human nature
from sinking under the infinite wrath
of God and the power of death; give
value and effectiveness to his
sufferings, obedience and
intercession, and satisfy God's
justice, obtain his favour, purchase a
people for his very own, give his
Spirit to them, conquer all their
enemies, and bring them to
everlasting salvation.

Christ. Why he is called this
(LC 42). Is the only Mediator
(LC 36).
Appointed as Mediator by the
Father, set apart and anointed
by the Holy Spirit. Christ
undertook the office willingly.
His perfect obedience and
sacrifice of himself purchased
reconciliation and eternal life
for all the elect (8.5; LC 38),
and the benefits of his
mediation are effectively
applied to them in every age
(8.6, 8; LC 59; 3.6).

1. Rom 5:19; Heb 9:14,16;
Heb 10:14; Eph 5:2;
Rom 3:25,26.
2. Dan 9:24,26; Col 1:19,20;
Eph 1:11,14; Jn 17:2,
Heb 9:12,15.

3. Gal 4:4,5; Gen 3:15; Rev 13:8;
Heb 13:8

8.8: To all those whom Christ has procured redemption, he
certainly and effectively applies and communicates it by1 –
• interceding for them2
• revealing to them in and by the Word the revealed
truths of salvation3
• effectively persuading them by his Spirit to believe
and obey
• ruling their hearts by his Word and Spirit4
• defeating all their enemies by his almighty power
and wisdom, in such a manner and ways, as are most
agreeable to his wonderful and inexplicable
arrangement.5

LC 58: How do we come to share SC 29: How are we

1. Jn 6;37,39; Jn 10:15,16

in the benefits which Christ has
secured? We are made to share in
the benefits which Christ has secured
by the application of them to us,
which is the work especially of God
the Holy Spirit.

2. 1 Jn 2:1,2; Rom 8:34

LC 59: Who are made to share
redemption through Christ?
Redemption infallibly reaches and is
effectively received by all those for
whom Christ purchased it, and they
are in time by the Holy Spirit
enabled to believe in Christ
according to the gospel.

made to share in the
redemption purchased by
Christ? We are made to
share in the redemption
purchased by Christ by the
effective application of it
to us by his Holy Spirit.

3. Jn 15:13,15; Eph 1:7-9;
Jn 17:6
4. Jn 14:26; Heb 12:2;
2 Cor 4:13; Rom 8:9,14;
Rom 15:18,19; Jn 17:17
5. Ps 110:1; 1 Cor 15:25,26;
Mal 4:2,3; Col 2:15.

SC 30: How does the
Spirit apply to us the
redemption purchased by
Christ? The Spirit applies
to us the redemption
purchased by Christ by
producing faith in us, and
by this uniting us to Christ
in our effective calling.

L: Limited Atonement (Definite Atonement)
Jesus died only for the elect. Though Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient for all, it was not
efficacious (efficient) for all. Jesus only bore the sins of the elect. Support for this position is
drawn from such scriptures as Matt. 26:28 where Jesus died for ‘many'; John 10:11, 15 which
say that Jesus died for the sheep (not the goats, per Matt. 25:32-33); John 17:9 where Jesus in
prayer interceded for the ones given Him, not those of the entire world; Acts 20:28 and
Eph. 5:25-27 which state that the Church was purchased by Christ, not all people; and
Isaiah 53:12 which is a prophecy of Jesus’ crucifixion where he would bore the sins of many
(not all). And John 10:25-29 where the Jews who did not recognise Christ from His miracles
were shown not to be His sheep. His sheep recognise His voice and follow Him. They,
(given by the Father) will receive eternal life and never perish; no one can snatch them
from the Father's hand.

References for the support of the notion of Irresistible Grace
The five answers to the criticism by the 'Remonstrants' of Reformed Doctrine (as detailed by Calvin and later by the Westminster Confession of Faith) are the five 'points
of Calvinism' that are indicated by the acrostic, TULIP. Since the five statements were made specifically for this purpose they are not the totality of our Doctrine nor
represent all of the Confession. The Confession does not address all the five points specifically by name but does provide adequate scriptural basis for them all. In the
case of Irresistible Grace (also called efficacious Grace) the sections already quoted in these tables (See WCF 3.5; 7.3; 10.1; 10.2; 10.3; 10.4 in previous tables –
particularly the table for Unconditional Election) are relevant, together with these which follow.
Westminster Confession of Faith

Larger Catechism

Shorter Catechism

Scripture References

Index description
(according to R S Ward)

3.3: By God's decision, some human beings and angels are
appointed beforehand to everlasting life, and others
assigned beforehand to everlasting death, for the
display of his glory.
3.4: These angels and humans, so assigned beforehand, are
particularly and unchangeably planned, and their
number is so reliable and definite, that it cannot be
either increased or decreased.

LC 13: What has God specially

1. 1 Tim 5:21; Mt 25:41.

decreed concerning angels and
men? God, by an eternal and
unchangeable decree, solely out of
his love and with a view to the praise
of his glorious grace to be shown in
due time, has elected some angels to
glory; and in Christ has chosen some
persons to eternal life and ordained
all means to this end. He has also,
according to his sovereign power
and the unsearchable purpose of his
own will according to which he
extends or withholds favour as he
pleases, passed by and foreordained
the rest to dishonour and wrath, to
be inflicted because of their sin, to
the praise of the glory of his justice.

2. Rom 9:22,23; Eph 1:5,6;
Prov 16:4.

Predestination of the elect in
Christ to everlasting glory
includes all the means to the
end (3.3-4;LC 13)

3. 2 Tim 2:19; Jn 13:18.

I: Irresistible Grace
When God calls his elect into salvation, they cannot resist. God offers to all people the gospel
message. This is called the external call. But to the elect, God extends an internal call and it
cannot be resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works in the hearts and minds of the elect
to bring them to repentance and regeneration whereby they willingly and freely come to God.
Some of the verses used in support of this teaching are Romans 9:16 where it says that "it is not
of him who wills nor of him who runs, but of God who has mercy"; Philippians 2:12-13 where God
is said to be the one working salvation in the individual; John 6:28-29 where faith is declared to
be the work of God; Acts 13:48 where God appoints people to believe; and John 1:12-13 where being
born again is not by man’s will, but by God’s.

Image from p1784, Spirit of the Reformation. Study Bible.

References for the support of the notion of Perseverance of the saints
The five answers to the criticism by the 'Remonstrants' of Reformed Doctrine (as detailed by Calvin and later by the Westminster Confession of Faith) are the five 'points
of Calvinism' that are indicated by the acrostic, TULIP. Since the five statements were made specifically for this purpose they are not the totality of our Doctrine nor
represent all of the Confession. The Confession does not address all the five points specifically by name but does provide adequate scriptural basis for them all. In the
case of Perseverance of the saints (referred to below as the continuation of the saints), this 'point' flows from the previous four and provides the assurance that God's
grace decrees.
Westminster Confession of Faith
Larger Catechism
Shorter Catechism
Scripture References
Index description
(according to R S Ward)

17.1: Those whom God as accepted in his Beloved, effectively
called and consecrated by his Spirit, can neither totally nor
finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly
continue in it to the end, and be saved forever.1

17.2: This continuation of the saints does not depend on their own
•
•
•
•

free will, but on –
the decision of election being unchangeable, flowing from
the free and unchangeable love of God the Father2
the effectiveness of the merit and intercession of Jesus
Christ3
the Spirit and the life of God remaining within them4
the nature of the covenant of grace.5
From all of these arise its certainty and infallibility. 6

17.3: In spite of this, they may fall into serious sins,7 because of
–
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

the temptations of Satan and the world
the prevalence of moral corruption remaining in them,
and
the neglect of the means of their spiritual safety.
They may continue in these sins for a time,8 as a result of
which they –
incur God's displeasure9
grieve his Holy Spirit10
come to be deprived of some degree of their graces and
comforts11
have their hearts hardened12 and their consciences
wounded13
hurt and scandalise others,14 and
bring temporal judgements on themselves.15

LC 80: Can true believers be
infallibly assured that they are in the
state of grace, and that they will
persevere in it to salvation? Those who
truly believe in Christ and endeavour to
conduct themselves in all good
conscience before him, may, without
extraordinary revelation, be infallibly
assured that they are in a state of grace
and shall persevere in it to salvation.
This assurance arises through faith
grounded on the truth of God's promises,
and through the Spirit enabling them to
discern those graces to which the
promises of life are made, and bearing
witness with their spirits that they are the
children of God. (see also LC 81)

SC 36: What benefits in
this life accompany or
flow from justification,
adoption and
sanctification? The
benefits in this life which
accompany or flow from
justification, adoption and
sanctification are:
assurance of God's love,
peace of conscience, joy in
the Holy Spirit, progress in
holiness, and perseverance
in it to this life's end.

1. Phil 1:6; 2 Pet 1:10;
Jn 10: 28,29; 1 Jn 3:9;
1 Pet 1:5,9.

2. 2 Tim 2:18,19; Jer 31:3.
3. Heb 10:10,14; Heb 13:20,21;
Heb 9:12-15; Rom 8:33-39;
Jn 17:11,24; Lk 22:32;
Heb 7:25.
4. Jn 14:16,17; 1 Jn 2:27;
1 Jn 3:9.
5. Jer 32:40.
6. Jn 10:28; 2 Thess 3:3;
1 Jn 2:19.

LC 78: What are the causes of the
imperfection of sanctification in
believers? The imperfection of
sanctification in believers arises from the
remnants of sin dwelling, in each part of
them, and from the constant fighting of
the flesh against the spirit. Through
these, believers are often overcome by
temptations and fall into many sins, and
are hindered in their spiritual service, so
that their best works are imperfect and
defiled in the sight of God.
LC 79: May not true believers fall
away from the state of grace because of
their imperfections and the many
temptations and sins that overcome
them? As a result of the unchangeable
love of God, his decree and covenant to
give them perseverance, their
inseparable union with Christ, his
constant intercession for them, true
believers can never totally or finally fall
out of the state of grace, but are kept by
the power of God through faith to
salvation

7. Mt 26:70,72,74.
8. Ps 51 title and verse 14.
9. Isa 64:5,7,9; 2 Sam 11:27.
10. Eph 4:30.
11. Ps 51:8,10,12; Rev 2:4;
Song 5:2-4,6.
12. Isa 63:17; Mk 6:52; Ps 95:8
(as sub for mark 16:14 in
original)
13. Ps 32:3,4; Ps 51:8.
14. 2 Sam 12:14.
15. Ps 89:31,32; 1 Cor 11:32.

Perseverance of the saints.
Although the believer may fall
into serious sin (17.3; 18.4; LC
78, since salvation is of the
Lord his endurance in it to the
end is certain (17.1; LC 77,
79). The grounds for
perseverance stated (17.2; LC
79). The means of recovery
stated (11.5; 13.3).

Perseverance of the Saints:
You cannot lose your salvation. Because the Father has elected, the Son has redeemed, and the Holy Spirit
has applied salvation, those thus saved are eternally secure. They are eternally secure in Christ. Some of
the verses for this position are John 10:27-28 where Jesus said His sheep will never perish; John 6:47 where
salvation is described as everlasting life; Romans 8:1 where it is said we have passed out of judgement; 1
Corinthians 10:13 where God promises to never let us be tempted beyond what we can handle; and Phil. 1:6
where God is the one being faithful to perfect us until the day of Jesus’ return.
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