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Delivered Sunday 4th April, 2021
On the Mountain
Mark 9:1-13
"This is my beloved Son; listen to him!"
On this Easter Sunday, we examine the insights that are recorded by Mark in the
latter part of Chapter 8 and particularly the first three verses of Chapter 9. Regarding the Person and purpose of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Chapter 8 ends with a stern rebuke to Peter, whose culturally conditioned
concept of the purpose of the Messiah was against the purposes of God as being
implemented by Jesus. Peter, as representative of the disciples who were gradually becoming aware of who Jesus really was, 'confessed' – put into words – that
Jesus was the promised, 'anointed' one. The King of the developing Kingdom –
of God. The Christ (Greek), the Messiah (Hebrew). And so they have come a
long way in discerning who Jesus was. Defining His person. But why He came
and what His purpose in coming, His 'life's work' we might say, was, was far from
clear to them. Peter could not reconcile his idea of THE Messiah with the suffering and death Jesus had just clearly and plainly told them He must voluntarily
take up and endure. Jesus turns to look at the other disciples as He rebukes
Peter as doing Satan's, not God's, will. Indicating that they were as misguided
and guilty of rebuke as Peter.
Of course it was this same Peter, who much later in Rome, recounted His vivid
memories of all these events that He shared with Jesus. It was Mark who wove
them into the narrative credited to him. No doubt Peter had great remorse and
sorrow over many of the things he remembered. But this only served to make his
eye-witness accounts all the more accurate, compelling and telling.
Peter and the disciples are learning. Now in verse 1 of Chapter 9 they have yet
another unexpected change of thought to cope with. Jesus says that within the
lifetime of those present, they would see the Kingdom of God come with power.
Remember this statement comes immediately following Jesus having said that
He, the Messiah, MUST suffer and die, and after three days rise again. Later, at
least after the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus and the general coming of
the Power of His Holy Spirit, they would understand that 'rise again' referred to
His resurrection to a permanently glorified physical body. The body that ascended to heaven to be with God the Father. But at the time the events of Chapter 9
were occurring, they had great difficulty. Those Jews who had been educated by
the Rabbis in the Synagogues, had been taught that there was resurrection of
the body after death. But this was firmly in the context of the 'end of time', when
the judge would come, in glory and take to Himself those who were righteous.
Earned righteousness in the sight of God according to their most commonly held
understanding. Here Jesus was saying that there would be a singular, separate
resurrection, His, before the general one. This because He had said that some,
at least, would still be alive to see this unique, glorified Christ coming in power.
As Mark writes his narrative he knows what this means. But the disciples, including Peter, had still a lot to learn at the time of our reading.

Six days later, Jesus takes three disciples, Peter, James and John, up a high
mountain probably fairly near to Caesarea Philippi. Mount Hermon most likely.
This is going to be the first instalment, a foretaste, of the disciples' being shown
Jesus' glory and their beginning to recognise that He was not just THE Messiah,
but the second 'person' of the almighty God. The One who at the Father's will (or
design) spoke the Word at Creation which caused the hovering Spirit to breathe
life into man, created in the image of God (Gen 1:2; 2:7) Or again the One whom
the witness, John, would describe in the opening verses of the Gospel that he
wrote, with the words. 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. (Jn 1:1-3) The event on this mountain was the start of this tremendous
revelation. This completely new understanding that was breaking in on the world
through God's presence as the man, Jesus. The understanding that enabled
John to write His Gospel and Peter to relate his witness to Mark. And as we read
about the transfiguration in verses 2-10, we can see details that point to the eyewitness validity of the narrative that resulted.
What did the three disciples witness? Yes there were three. A most appropriate
number of witnesses as specified by Jewish Law. But the number three is also
instructive.
• There were three persons seen together on the mountain: The central
character was Jesus. With Him was Elijah and Moses. Elijah: synonymous
with the Prophets and a principal fore-teller of the true nature of the Messiah that now had come in Jesus. Moses: perhaps the greatest human figure in the Old Testament. With him was associated the Law from God. Jesus is seen with the representatives of the two 'pillars' of the Old Covenant:
the word from God through the Prophets; and the Law of God from the
Commandments. And He is there to fulfil them both.
• Then there were the three persons of God: Just as at Jesus' baptism the
full complement of the Triune God – one God in three Persons – took part.
Jesus the Son was there of course and the Father spoke and the Spirit implemented. Just as the power of the Spirit brought the decree of God the
Father and the Word of the Son into existence as the whole creation, the
Spirit revealed the Glory of Jesus and made the disciples recognise,
without identity pictures, the presence of Elijah and Moses. Without photographs how else would they have so readily recognised, even such famous
icons, of centuries before?
We know from their own words, recorded later, what Peter and John had to say:
16
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For when he received honour and glory from God the Father, and the
voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased”, 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from
heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. (2 Peter 1:16-18); and
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Jn 1:14) But
what did they see that had such a life long and serious affect on them?

The real transfiguration (change in form) of God the Son occurred at the incarnation, through the power of God the Holy Spirit, resulting in the birth of Jesus of
Nazareth. Jesus' glory had been with Him from before time began, but as He accepted His humiliation, descending to human form, with a full human nature
(though without inherited sin) His former glory was not normally made visible.
His glory had been visible at special times in the past. When the 'angel of the
LORD' had appeared to particular humans. Moses had several encounters:
Moses had also ascended a mountain and seen Christ's glory. The reflection of
this so affected Moses' face that he had to place a veil over it when he relayed
God's messages to the people of Israel. (Ex 34:29-35)
Now, briefly, the glory of God the Son shines through His human body. His face
shines not with reflected glory as Moses' had, but in a manifestation of His divine
self. It shone through His normally dull coloured clothing, making them appear
dazzling white. This all was a foretaste of Christ's final re-transfiguration to the
risen Lord Christ after His victorious Resurrection.
Then the cloud covers them and the Voice from the Father says, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him!" God has some centuries before chosen to show and
seal His Presence through the appearance of a cloud. The cloud hung over the
tabernacle by day in the wilderness and went before the people when they
moved on. (Ex 40:34ff) And at the inauguration of Solomon's temple the cloud
signifying and sealing God's presence was there also. 10 And when the priests
came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD
filled the house of the LORD. (1 Kings 8:10,11) The cloud had confirmed God's
presence as the temple was consecrated, but not since. Until that day when Jesus and the three disciples heard that affirmation of Jesus. "This is my beloved
Son ...” There are various translations for this passage, but Stuart Olyott believes that the Greek conveys the idea of the only Son, the unique Son of God.
And this was the message the disciples were gradually getting. This Messiah
they had recognised at last after all the time He had been with them was none
other than God the Son. The executor of the will and purpose of God the Father
whose Word causes the Power of God the Spirit to act in Creation, Providence
and Salvation.
At the end of Chapter 8 God's purpose in the incarnation was beginning to be revealed. Jesus the God-man was to suffer and die. Not for His own sin. But for
the sin of all those the Father would give Him. He would take all that sin and suffer the just penalty that was earned. Not only as the one perfect, 'proper' man
who had no sin of Himself, but also as the incarnate, unique, one and only, beloved Son of God. The pre-existent Word. God Himself taking the penalty, (of
His own perfect justice that could not ignore our sin), upon Himself.
The Resurrection is fundamental, essential to the Christian.
It proves without doubt that God's decree for the salvation of His creation, so
sorely corrupted by man's disobedience, has occurred and is vindicated through
the defeat of 'death' through the sacrifice and then resurrection of Jesus.
Because He Lives

1. God sent His Son - they called Him Jesus,
He came to love, heal and forgive;

He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.
Chorus:
Because He lives I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives.
2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby
And feel the pride and joy he gives;

But greater still the calm assurance:
This child can face uncertain days because Christ
lives.
(Chorus)
3. And then one day I'll cross the river,
I'll fight life's final war with pain;
And then, as death gives way to victory,
I'll see the lights of glory - and I'll know He lives.

(Chorus)

Jesus is the 'first-born' of those dead from sin. His death and resurrection shows
that way for we that follow Him. Our sins taken to His cross so that we can rise
with Him at the 'last day'. All who have heard of Jesus have some opinion of
Him. That He is the Christ the unique Son of the Living God; the only One who
can carry away our sin, through His sinless death; and the one who by His Resurrection demonstrates His divine Glory and shows the way for our salvation
and eventual glory at the 'last day'. If we by the power of His Spirit working in us
can share this opinion then we are the ones He does it for, and He will not be
ashamed of us when we come before Him at the 'day of judgement', and we will
be accepted to be with Him in glory with eternal life. We must say, Hallelujah,
Jesus is Risen. Thanks be to God.
[2048]
Pray this will be so for all the saints present today. Amen .

Delivered Sunday 11th April, 2021
John 15:1-17

The Perseverance of the Saints (b) – Part 2
per S Olyott
John 15:8
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.
Several weeks ago we commenced part (b) of The Perseverance of the saints as part
of an occasional interlude in our usual exposition of a particular book of the Bible
(presently 2 Thessalonians). Preservation is the fifth Point of the Five Points of the
Compass which we have being considering over the past several months, and is now
being concluded.
Part (b) takes a serious look at the true Christian’s response to Perseverance in the
light of God’s Preservation of all true believers.
Previously we began three sections: A description of logical responses, followed by
the evidence of the Scriptures. This is now being continued:
8

John 15:1-4. This is the beginning of the illustration of the true vine. Jesus is the
true vine and His Father is the vine dresser. Believers are branches. Those
branches that are joined to the vine bear fruit. So if you bear fruit you can know
that you are attached to the vine. But there are branches, that look like
branches, that don’t bear fruit. The fact that they don’t bear fruit proves that the
proper sap isn’t flowing through them. You only know if you are correctly attached to the vine if you bear fruit. And the fruit referred to isn’t the number of
sinners you’ve won for the Lord, but the change of your own character. The
change which God, gives.
1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine dresser. 2 Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me.1
And He goes on in verse 8: 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit and so prove to be my disciples.2
So speaks the Word of God! Now, Jesus’ teaching is not just taught by Him. It’s
taught by His Apostles.
Let’s look at one or two, striking verses which the Apostles use, in talking about
this whole subject of the final Perseverance of the saints:
Peter’s second letter: 2 Peter 2:20 to the end of the Chapter.
And this reading continues: 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you.
2 This reading also continues: 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
1

20

For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness
than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.
22
What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own
vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”
There are some people who are very polluted by the world. They come into contact with the Gospel. Their lives are transformed. They break with the pollutions
of the world. That’s what Peter is talking about, because he says that it has
happened to them. Then, they turn their back on all that they know, and go back
to what they were before. Except that they are worse than they were before.
“What happened Peter. Is it true after all, that saved people can be lost?” “No,
no, no!” He says, “It’s not like that at all. It’s happened to them like the true proverb. ‘the dog returns to his own vomit’.” We’ve all seen or heard of this happening in seemingly Christian lives.
Why does a dog do what he does, while we for example don’t? The dog does it
because his nature is to be a dog. The dog hasn’t been changed into something
else! His nature hasn’t been changed. Similarly with the pig. She’s washed,
had a ribbon put around her neck and taken into the house as a pet. But sometime she escapes. Straight back to wallow in the mud. She’s still a pig, after all!
If you go back to who you were before, it’s because you still are what you were
before. You haven’t been changed into anything else. That’s the whole point.
Which proves to us of course, that you have no evidence to believe that you are
a true child of God unless you go on, and on – in holiness.
Now as we may know from many months of study: The book of Hebrews is full
of this. Here are two that are particularly striking: Hebrews 3:14. 14 For we have
come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the
end.
Or chapter 12, verse 14. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness
without which no one will see the Lord. If you are going to God’s holy home, God
is making you holy, now. The Saviour is not just preparing a place for you. He’s
preparing you for the place. How can men and women walk through this world
and say that they are going to heaven, which is all holiness with Christ, and have
no burning interest in having holiness in Christ? How can they say they are
heaven bound, when there is not a trace of heaven in their hearts.
The Apostle John writes in the same vein 1 John 2:4-6: (It’s everywhere! It’s
in every New Testament book.) 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep
his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his
word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are
in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which
he walked. It couldn’t be any plainer.

Then later in the same chapter, starting at verse 15: 15 Do not love the world or
the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.3
1 John 3:14: 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 4
Do you love Christians?
1 John 5:1: 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 5
If you’re truly born of God you’ll love everyone who is truly born of God. If you’re
‘out of sorts’ with Christians right now, don’t say in front of the Scripture that you
are a Christian.
Paul’s epistles are filled with the same truth. Here are two more references: Romans 8:13-14. Here Paul writes to the Roman church: men women, girls and
boys
13
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God.6
And Phiippians 1:6 a passage we looked at a couple of weeks ago, He says,
6

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Christian friends, is there a ‘good work’ going on in your life this morning? Then
if there isn’t what grounds do you have for saying that a good work has begun, if
it is not continuing. Because whatever God begins, He continues. Our problem
today is not carnal Christians. People who say, “I’m a Christian but I’m very low
in the league.” Our problem today is unconverted evangelicals, who believe
themselves to be ‘born again’, but have not had that life transforming, heavengiving, transformation of their nature, of which the New Testament speaks. The
prayer of many men and women should not be: “Oh Lord fill me with the Spirit.”
But: “God be merciful to me: a sinner!”
Reading continues: 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is
not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of
God abides for ever.
4 Reading continues: 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in
him.
16
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has
the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
5 Reading continues: 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 Reading continues: 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.
3

Now we moved to the final point. Which is: that this truth has concrete, practical effects on a Christian’s life:
3. The person who understands the final Perseverance of the saints, does not say,

“Uh, I’ve made a decision. I’m eternally secure. I can live as I please.” Not even
Paul dared to say that! He said, “But I discipline my body and keep it under control. Lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” (1 Corinthians
9:27) That great Apostle knew that if he didn’t keep his body under and didn’t impose on himself that self discipline to keep himself in the way of holiness, he
would be disqualified from gaining the prize. The prize he is running for in the
continuing metaphor of an athlete in training, is the crown of recognition from
Christ that he has served well.7
It follows therefore that if you understand that, then you take steps to persevere.
Philippians 2:12-13. 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.
Work at your salvation. Work at your Christian life. Why because God is at work
in you. The proof that God is at work in you is that you are at work. If you are
not at work, where are the grounds that God is at work. He doesn’t do the work
for us. He does the work through us. He takes hold of our energy. Our determination. Our resolve. Our will. To keep us persevering in the faith.
And it has this final effect: Here’s someone who used to walk well with us. And
we know or hear of many like that. When we see someone who’s been walking
well and slips away. What do we say? So often people will say, “Listen. You’ll
never be happy like that. I know you’re a Christian. I remember the day you
came to the Lord. You’ll never be happy like that. Why don’t you come back to
the Lord and remember that there is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to
trust and obey.” That is not the right way to talk to them!
The right way to talk to them is this: “I don’t know whether you’re a backslider,
whose far from the Lord at the moment but is a true Christian and one day will be
brought back. Or whether you’re an apostate. Someone who’s had an experience but not a saving experience of the Gospel on which you have now walked
out. What I do know, is that if you stay as you are you will be lost. That’s what
Church discipline is all about. When we see someone beginning to wander from
the Gospel in belief. Wander from the law of God in behaviour. We speak to
them frankly. That’s called admonition. If they continue on that path – it’s just
7

An alternative interpretation is found in the notes on verse 27 in The Reformation Study Bible, R C Sproul editor. p. 1656
I discipline my body. He continues the athletic metaphor by reminding his readers that fighters must discipline their bodies if
they expect to win. Similarly, Christians must be willing to set aside their selfish interests for the sake of their primary goal.
lest … I myself should be disqualified. This statement has often been used as evidence that Christians can lose their salvation.
The witness of the New Testament and of Paul in particular is that those whom God has brought to Himself
are His forever (Rom. 8:28-30) because the life they have been given is eternal in character (John 5:24; Heb. 7:16). What God
has begun He will bring to completion (Phil. 1:16). However it would be wrong to dismiss or minimise Paul’s concern (cf 15:2;
Phil. 3:11; Col. 2:23) by suggesting that it is merely hypothetical or relates only to rewards and not to salvation. Paul was confident that absolutely nothing would be able to separate him from God’s love (Rom. 8:38-39), but he never presumed that he was
saved regardless of what he did. No Christian can afford to take lightly the warnings of Scripture (10:12).

not one incident or one or two, – but if they continue on that path, then we suspend them from their active participation in the life of the Church.
To bring home to them the seriousness of their condition. But if they continue in
that error and in that lawlessness, we must eventually expel them from membership of the Christian Church. Because people are received into membership of
the Christian church, because their ‘confession of faith’ is believable. If their profession of faith is no longer believable. They must not be allowed to remain in
membership of the Christian Church. Exclusion, expulsion, excommunication is
exactly the reverse process of receiving someone in. We receive them in not because we know for certain that they are Christians, but that as far as we can tell
they bear the marks of a Christian.
But if they cease to bear the marks of a Christian, it would be dishonest to keep
them in the membership. Because that would be giving them a false assurance.
We would have to say to them – as a group of Christians seeking to obey the
Word of God – that we can’t recognise that their profession of faith is credible or
believable. They no longer have the marks of a Christian, as far as we can see.
We’re not pronouncing them non-Christian or Christian. We’re just telling them
that their profession of faith convinces nobody anymore. And so we remove
them from the Christian Church, and now treat them like we would treat any
other unbeliever. In the mercy of God these different steps wake people up.
Nine times out of ten, thank God, it’s simply being spoken to that they are
stopped in their tracks. And they seek the Lord in a new way. The other methods
are rare, but have to be used and in the mercy of God are often a blessing, for
bringing people back to walking with the Lord again.
Once we understand the doctrine of final Perseverance, it has wonderful effects on the
individual Christian and upon the local church. It makes men and women serious
about their Christian life. And when they are serious about their Christian life. Instead
of being crushed into a sort of mould that makes them miserable, they find that in
keeping God’s commandments, there is great reward.
[2266]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen

Delivered Sunday 18th April, 2021
2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5

True Christianity
per S Olyott
2 Thessalonians 2:13a
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning to be saved,
I invite you to open God’s wonderful Word from 2 Thessalonians 2:13 to Chapter 3
verse 5. We are reminded that Paul is writing in the year 51 or so. This then is a very
early Christian letter. Therefore if you want to know what true, authentic Christianity is
like, these two letters are the ideal letters to study. You’ll have noticed undoubtedly
that in each chapter up until now, Paul has talked about the Second Coming. Nobody,
but nobody, has a firm grip on Christianity, who doesn’t understand that our great hope
– what we live and long for – is the Second Coming of Christ.
13

Now in Chapter two he told us that before Christ comes, somebody else is coming. So
we talked about the Man of Sin.
But now, Paul almost seems to breathe a sigh of relief as he leaves that subject.
Some would like to spend weeks and weeks on it. He however almost breaths a sigh
of relief: he’s talked about the Man of Sin and his followers and where they are going.
Therefore he turns from that subject and talks about the Lord Jesus Christ and His followers and where they are going.
So we have here one of the most wonderful summaries of the Christian life that can be
found anywhere in the Word of God. Almost every question – basic question – which
you can ask about Christianity, is going to be answered in this passage. So let us start
to look at the passage, which we will complete next week.
Now let’s bring Paul up to the pulpit, to ask him: “Paul we have several questions to
ask you. Please answer them clearly and succinctly.
Firstly, Paul. What is a Christian?.” Because we all know, that if you go out and
speak to anybody, especially at a time like this – a few weeks after the Easter holidays
– about what a Christian is: there is enormous confusion and a great difference in
what people will say to you.
Look at verse 13: 13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and
sisters8 beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning 9 to be saved,
… The brethren referred to, were chosen by God to be – saved! For salvation. So the
simplest definition of a Christian ever, is a man or a woman – or thank God a boy or
girl – who is chosen by God to salvation. In other words a Christian is a saved person. That is the essential definition of a Christian. A Christian is a saved person.
8
9

Footnote (2)
Footnote (1)

We are reminded, forcibly, that to be a true Christian each person must be saved. God
spoke to the world; He still speaks to the word; and He speaks to your conscience. He
tells you that as a man or a woman, that you must love Him with all your being – and
you don’t. And that you must love Him constantly, always and only and that you must
love your neighbour just as much as you love yourself – and you don’t! And we are
reminded and continue to be reminded that the God who gives this essential commandment is infinite, eternal and unchangeable. He’s the judge of all men and angels.
He demands that the world be filled with love. Love for Him and love for each other.
That should be the great abounding feature of this earth.
But not to obey: is to disobey God. Not to be like that is to be ‘out of sorts’ with God.
Not to love God and our neighbour, is to sin against God. To sin against God is to
commit an infinite sin, because He’s an infinite God. To offend God is to offend Him
forever, because He is everlasting. The wrath of God; the anger of God: hangs over
the head of every man and woman and will most certainly plunge them into hell, because they disobey and continue to disobey His holy and royal commands.
“But,” says Paul and so says the Scripture, “certain people are saved. Saved from
what their sin deserves.” Look back just a little in your Bible, to 1Thessalonians 5:9 &
10. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live
with him. Some people are saved from the consequences of their sin by the Lord Jesus Christ.
What they deserve to bear, He bore; the punishment that they should take, He took.
And He could. Couldn’t He? And He did, because He is the infinite God Himself, who
became a man. He could bear an infinite punishment, and did bear an infinite punishment some 2000 years ago, at Calvary – as we shall sing about shortly.
There are certain people who are saved from the anger of God by the love of God,
which has been shown in Jesus Christ. They have been saved from that infinite punishment which they deserve, because Jesus Christ bore that infinite punishment Himself, for them. Christians are those people, who have been saved by the love of God
shown at the Cross. That’s what a Christian is.
“Well thank you Paul, we understand what a Christian is. But why do certain people
become Christians? Because not everybody does. Why is it that certain people become Christians? Sometimes members of the family become Christians and others in
the same family don’t? Sometimes, Paul, people in the same class or workplace become Christians while others with the same education or job with the same background: they don’t become Christians?
Why are some people saved and not others, please, Paul?”
Let Paul answer: 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 13 But we ought always to give thanks to God
for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the

beginning10 to be saved, … There is the Bible’s answer: some people are saved and
some people are not! But those who are saved, are saved because God chose them
from the beginning for salvation. Let’s emphasise: from the beginning.
It doesn’t just mean from the beginning of the Gospel age. It’s from the very beginning! It means from as long as God has been God. For instance, if God had not
chosen me to be saved on a Wednesday, but he had chosen me on a Thursday.
There would be a change of God from day to day. Which by definition of God is impossible. If God chooses at all it’s because He chooses eternally. And Paul stresses
that if God chose us at all, it’s because God chose us from the beginning. That’s why
verse 13 starts not by his congratulating the Thessalonians, but by giving thanks to
God for them. That’s why he calls them, in the same verse, brothers and sisters, beloved by the Lord.
That’s why he says, in verse 16, that we have eternal (everlasting) comfort and good
hope through grace, … Where grace is the kindness of God which is undeserved and
un-looked for. And everybody who is saved: is saved by an eternal decision by God.
Now, of course, you’re entitled to say that you find that difficult to understand. And
you’re entitled to say, even, that you don’t like that! But you’re not entitled to say, “I
don’t believe that.” Because the Word of God declares that, and not to believe it is to
set yourself up above the Word of God. To proclaim yourself: God! God Himself, proclaims that the reason people are saved is because He chose them.
Mankind is far too proud today. You could be one of them who says that you can come
to God when you feel like it. At the end of the day. Or some day, whenever. When
your good and ready. Meaning that your salvation is in your hands. But at the end of
the day – salvation is NOT in your hands, because it hasn’t been in your hands from
the beginning of the day – or ever! Salvation has always been in the hands of God.
That then tells you what must happen if you are not yet a saved boy or girl, man or woman. You must go to God. There is no other hope outside of Him. Nobody can be
saved without the grace, the kindness of God. So it is to Him you must go. And of
course, you can be certain, that if you desire Him, it’s because He desires you! You
were already chosen.
“Well, Paul, we didn’t expect that answer, but we thank you for it. We know that a
Christian is someone who is saved from the anger of God, by the love of God at the
Cross and we understand why certain people become Christians: because God has
chosen them. But, Paul, we aren’t born saved are we!”
“So how do we actually come into the experience of salvation? Although we’re chosen
for salvation before the world was made, we actually enter into the doors of salvation
10

ἀρχῆς archēs
1. beginning, origin;
a. used absolutely, of the beginning of all things: ἐν ἀρχή, John 1:1f (Genesis 1:1); ἀπ' ἀρχῆς, Matthew 19:4 (with which cf. Xenophon, mem. 1, 4, 5 ὁ ἐξ ἀρχῆς ποιῶν ἀνθρώπους), Matthew 19:8; John 8:44; 1 John 1:1; 1 John 2:13; 1 John 3:8; more fully ἀπ'
ἀρχῆς κτίσεως or κόσμου, Matthew 24:21; Mark 10:6; Mark 13:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (where L (Tr marginal reading WH marginal reading) ἀπαρχήν, which see); 2 Peter 3:4; κατ' ἀρχάς, Hebrews 1:10 (Psalm 101:26 ()).

during our lifetime. How does it come about? What are the means that God uses to
make people into Christians?”
Verse 13 again! 13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and
sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
Spirit and truth. Set apart by the Spirit, believing the truth! God brings people into the
experience of salvation, by His Spirit and by His truth.
There is the mass of humanity: perishing and God sets certain people apart – that’s
what sanctification means – by His Spirit. But the Spirit never works in a vacuum!
Those that are set apart by the Spirit are also and always those, that believe the truth.
The ‘old Puritans’, put it like this: the Spirit without the Word is dumb – you can never
hear the voice of the Spirit except through the Bible; but the word without the Spirit is
dead! The Bible never speaks to anybody unless the Spirit takes hold of it. Each one
of you who is saved. Is saved because the Holy Spirit, set you apart for God and
brought you to believe the truth. By that faith, which the Spirit gave you and worked in
you, you were united to Christ. Therefore His death was your death; His resurrection
was your resurrection; His ascension was your ascension and you were saved by the
Spirit and the Truth.
Any Christian can give a testimony like that! Olyott gives his own conversion testimony:
“I went into a church over 30 years ago. I’d heard the Gospel hundreds of times,
but I’d never ‘heard’ it. I’d heard the message, and heard the message again,
but never ‘heard’ it. But that Sunday evening it spoke to me and pierced my
heart, with a sweet violence. It brought me to see my sin. Which I knew about in
my head, but I never saw for myself. It brought me to see Jesus Christ, whom I
knew about in my head, but had never come to myself. The voice that went out
to everybody, sounded deep down inside me. Called me out and made me different. Moved me to cry to God to be saved. It was like I never heard the Gospel before, because really I had never heard before. It had been a general call
before, but now the Spirit took hold of the truth and applied it to me. Even to
me!”
Which is what Paul is talking about in verse 14. 14 To this he called you through our
gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Do we understand the implications of that for evangelism?
Saved people are saved because God Chose them. But they are brought into the experience of salvation, by the Spirit and the Word. Nobody will be saved unless the
Word is announced. So we have to get on with that. Seriously, how are going to get
the Word – the true Gospel – out to the City of Bunbury?
But remember that the Word won’t save anybody all on its own. The Spirit must be
with it! And we can’t guarantee the Spirit’s work! All we can do is pray for it. Which
is why we have to be together as a Church. Praying that every activity of the Church

will be blessed. That all our personal witness, our evangelism and announcing of the
Word will be blessed. We show our belief in the Spirit and His saving work by the
unity, frequency, vehemence and constancy of our prayers. That’s what Paul is stressing here.
“Well, Paul, we’re beginning to understand: a Christian is a certain person saved from
the anger of God, by the Love of God, shown at the Cross; he becomes a Christian because of an eternal choice; and the means by which he becomes a Christian is the
Spirit and the Word, working together to call him by the Gospel.
Next week as we continue with this passage we will begin with a fourth question to
Paul: How will you recognise one (a Christian) when you meet one.

[2218]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen
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2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5

True Christianity – Part 2
per S Olyott
2 Thessalonians 3:3
But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil
one.
3

Last week, we started to examine the passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5. The
second letter Paul wrote to them and by God’s Providence has remained for our instruction. We have used the device of putting a number of hypothetical question to
Paul, which he answers through the pages of Scripture.
In this way, so far, he has taught us: A Christian is a certain person saved from the anger of God by the love of God, being shown at the Cross; he becomes a Christian because of an eternal choice; and the means by which he becomes a Christian is the
Spirit and the Word, working together to call him by the Gospel.

Now to the fourth question: Can you recognise a Christian when you meet one? What
are the marks of a Christian? What are the distinctive features of a Christian? How
can you tell who is a true Christian, and who isn’t? Can you tell?
Well Paul answers that question as well.
Look carefully at verse 16: 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our
Father, … He could have said, “God the Father.” But He says: God our Father, …
We could also say in English: “Our God, our Father.”
Why does Paul say: God our Father – our Father? And not just, the Father! Because
every true Christian has God as his Father! (We’ll come back to that point in just a moment.)
Continue to look at verse 16: He could have said, “Now may the Lord Jesus Christ,
Himself … “But he didn’t. He says: 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, … Because every Christian has, Jesus Christ as Lord.
Now look at verse 13: He talks about, sanctification by the Spirit, in such a way, that
he’s not only talking about the beginning of the Christian life but also the continuing of
the Christian life.
Friends, the three marks of a Christian are these:

•

God the Father is his Father;

•

the Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, is his Lord; and

•

the Holy Spirit is his Sanctifier11.

Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Every true Christian is Trinitarian. Every Christian has personal dealings with: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Not to believe in the Trinity is to be
unconverted!)
Let’s consider these points more closely:
•

If you are a Christian at all, God is your Father. We can easily demonstrate if
God is your Father. Here is an old illustration. You’re out in the street of a closepacked urban environment – like Dickensian London for example. You encounter a small child. He’s very, very small and appears to be lost. You say to
him, “Well, who are you?”
“Errgh”, is all you get as a reply. He’s incapable of verbalising his reply. But pretend to raise your hand to him and see where he runs to. He knows which house
to go into. Because deep down inside he knows where he belongs.
Some people, when trouble hits them: they walk out on the Christian life. Other
professing Christians, when trouble hits them, they run into their Father’s arms.
In so doing giving the proof, that in their heart of hearts, they know God to be
their Father. Trouble alienates and separates some people from God, but
causes others to become closer to Him. What did it do to you?

•

The second great mark is that Jesus Christ is his Lord. It’s a damnable lie to say
that you can receive Jesus Christ as Saviour but not receive Him as Lord. If you
believe that you have received Him as Saviour, but you’re holding back by saying
that you’ll receive Him as Lord at some other time: you’re not converted at all!
You can’t ‘receive’, half a Person. If you ‘receive’ the Person of Christ at all, you
‘receive’ the whole Person.
In the Scriptures, the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus Christ is preached as Lord, 99
times! He’s preached as Saviour, twice! Prince and Saviour (Acts 5:31. Leader
and Saviour – ESV); a Saviour – Jesus (Acts 13:23).
He is the Saviour because He is the Lord! Thus when you receive the Saviour
you receive the Lord. That’s why Paul says (Under the heading in the ESV:
Alive in Christ), 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
him, (Colossians 2:6). That’s why Peter says, (1 Peter 1) that salvation 12 is given

11 Internet definition: The term for 'sanctification' as used in the New Covenant is HAGIOSMOS and means basically 'set apart', in
the sense of being set apart from all else and dedicated for Yahweh, God's use.
Greek analysis: ἁγιασμῷ (hagiasmō). Usage: the process of making or becoming holy, set apart, sanctification, holiness, consecration.
Word-studies: – sanctification (the process of advancing in holiness); use of the believer being progressively transformed by the
Lord into His likeness (similarity of nature).
12 Notes from Reformation Study Bible (NIV): 1 Peter 1:1-2. sanctifying work of the Spirit. Not the close connection between the
Father’s electing love and the Spirit’s work in applying redemption to the elect (2 Th 2:13). Most comprehensively, “sanctifying
work” includes all of the Spirit’s operations in setting sinners apart from sin (e.g. regeneration and faith) and consecrating them to
God’s service, including sanctification in the progressive sense (see theological article “sanctification” at Tit 3). obedience to Je-

to those who obey! (the implication of Christ being the Lord). Because not to
have the Saviour as Lord is not to have the Saviour at all.
Every Christian submits to Jesus Christ. Not perfectly, but really, nonetheless.
He loves to obey Him. He loves to please Him. He wants to follow Him. Christ’s
way is his way! Christ’s standards are his standards. Christ’s commands are
what he follows. Christ is the One who is his Lord. Is that the way it is with you?
Your obedience might not be perfect, but is it real? Are your desires true?
•

Now consider verse 13, which talks about the sanctification of the Spirit: you
might say that you’ve been Converted for another year, say. Are you more holy
this year than last. April 25th 2021, are you further along the road than at April
25th 2020? Are you really? Are you?
Because what God starts He continues. And if something doesn’t continue, it’s
because God didn’t start it. If God is really at work in the heart of a person – he
falls, but he gets up – he wanders, but he comes back – he has discouragement, but he lifts his eyes to heaven again – he makes a fool of himself, but he
repents – he ‘backslides’, but not for long.
Overall, despite the graph that could be drawn to represent this life, with all its
ups and downs, the overall trend of the graph is upward.
There are old habits that used to kill him and hold him in their slavery, but he’s
beginning to break them. Old words that he used to use, that he uses hardly at
all, and now not at all. Old places that he used to go, he doesn’t go any more:
they don’t even ‘pull him’ any more. Old things that he used to think, that he
hardly thinks at all, except at moments of sudden and strange temptation.
He sees his progress growing. He loves the Bible more than he did. He loves
the Lord’s Table more than he did. He loves Sunday Service more than he did.
Loves Christian work more. He loves prayer more than he did. He loves the
church of Jesus Christ (that is, other Christians) more than he did before. He
loves the cause of God in the world.
He’s animated with the Holy Spirit, because he is sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

Those are the marks of a Christian. So what is a Christian?
Someone who is saved from the anger of God by the love of God, shown at the Cross.
Why is he a Christian? Because God chose him. How did he become a Christian?
Through the call of the Gospel. The Word and the Spirit working together. How do we
know he’s a Christian? God is his Father; Jesus Christ is his Lord; and the Holy Spirit
is his sanctifier.
Well, Paul, what are the future prospects of a Christian. You yourself said that 19 If in
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. “Well,”
says Paul, “look at verse 14.” 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you
sus Christ. The initial act of obedience is faith in Christ (Jn 6:28-29 and the fundamental element of all obedience is continued
faith. Election is ‘for’ or ‘with the goal of’ faith (obedience), not as a result of it (Eph 1:3-4; 2 Ti 1:9).

may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
There’s very little talk about heaven today!13
There is little consideration of heaven in many churches. Few hymns about heaven
these days. Or readily available books about heaven. It’s even possible to go to
Christian funerals, where heaven is hardly mentioned. Even as Christians get older
they fail to get excited about it. But – that’s where they’re going next.
It’s time for us to stop and take stock. A few more years: no more sin, thank God; no
more ‘dim mirrors’: 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known 14; no more veil –
we shall see Him as He is!15 Just a little while. No more aches and pains; shortsightedness; deafness; sickness; fever; or death. Just a little while. Only Christians
together, and not a sin amongst them. Isn’t it wonderful. Only a short while. Just a
short while. That’s what it will be.
We’ll understand the Bible perfectly. We’ll see Gabriel, the Archangel Michael. Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. All from East, West, North and South who press to come
into the Kingdom of God. We shall be there for ever. Never any ‘night’. Not even the
Sun, because the Lamb will be the ‘light’ of that place.
And this is not a ‘fairy tale’! Jesus Christ lived. Jesus Christ died. Jesus Christ rose,
that is a fact. Jesus Christ lives. Jesus Christ ascended, and He is coming again.
What the Old Testament said about His first coming and what the Old and New Testament says about His second coming. All that is true, it’s only a matter of time. That’s
where we are going. That’s true Christianity. Having our eyes fixed there.
Yes, we have to think about the next meal and the clothes we are to wear and the education we need to have. We have to think about the mortgage and professional occupations. There are a 100 and 1 things that are legitimate on earth. But our thoughts
become illegitimate, when the thought stops there and doesn’t rise above that, to the
place where we are going!
True Christianity is heavenly minded.

13 What do many people talk about before the Service begins? Churches bigger than just a handful may have a problem with a certain unrest and lots of movement and talk, before the Service. Instead of people preparing their hearts for worship.
One Minister had what he thought was a solution. He asked for the organ to be played louder and louder and louder. And then
suddenly to cut off! So they tried this. The organ got very loud indeed. Then cut off! Someone was heard to be shouting, “…
and I got mine for 40 cents”. The point was made.
Incredible that the ‘price of beans’ should take centre stage, just before the wonders of the Gospel and the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ are about to be the burden of our praise, worship, study and Service to God.
14 1 Corinthians 13:12
15 1 John 3:1-2. 1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

But we’re not, bodily, in heaven yet! “Paul, while we’re waiting to go to heaven, what
are our greatest needs?” In verses 16 and 17 he says, 16 Now may our Lord Jesus
Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and
good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every good
work and word. There are two verbs in verse 17: as Greek verbs they both mean
strengthen, although they are translated here as comfort and establish. They were
found in the first letter also. In each case they mean: to make stronger something that
already exists.
Are you one of those Christians who think that your greatest need is something that
you haven’t got? If only some blessing could come from heaven, all your Christian life
would go well! If you could only have that inward explosion that would make you different, then you would be different. Then you’ve been persuaded by ‘new age’ thinking
that you greatest need is something outside of you, that has to fall upon you or come
into you.
That’s not New Testament thinking! New Testament thinking is that what you need,
you have, but it needs strengthening. What you have should grow. What you have
should flower and bear fruit. It’s more of what you’ve got – you’re greatest need, as a
Christian. That’s what Paul prayed for in verse 17.
Now to chapter 3, verse 5: he knew that these folk loved God, but he prayed that God
would direct their hearts into that love of God. Because they needed to love even
more. He knew that they were patiently waiting for Christ, but he prays that God will
direct their hearts into the patient waiting (steadfastness 16) for Christ. You have a
prayer life. You need a better prayer life. You have an understanding of the Bible. You
need a better understanding. You have a measure of love for Christians. You need
more love for Christians. You have some zeal in the Lord’s work. You need more zeal
in the Lord’s work. You find some rejoicing in spiritual things. Then you need higher
and greater rejoicing in spiritual things. Ask God for yourself (and for the Church of Jesus Christ) that you will have more and better of what you already have. Then you will
be delivered from this debilitating ‘new age’ corruption of the Gospel which is all
around us today, and you’ll be back to a New Testament form.
The final question to put to Paul on his passage: “Paul, we know what a Christian is
and we know why people become Christians. We know how it comes about and we
can recognise Christians. We know where they are going and we know what their
present needs are. But Paul, it is unlike you to close without mentioning duty. Isn’t it
true Paul, that you always put delight and duty together? You never separate them!
What about duties Paul?”
Let’s look at them very quickly: Chapter 2:15. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold
to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.
“You’ve received from me teaching. Some of it came to you orally in words. Some of it
16

ὑπομονὴν hupomoné. endurance, steadfastness, patient waiting for
2. a patient, steadfast waiting for; Χριστοῦ (genitive of the object), the return of Christ from heaven, 2 Thessalonians 3:5; Revelation 1:9

came to you in written form, in a letter. Your duty is to hold on to that and never
change it.”
You don’t need any new revelation. You don’t need that. What you do need is to hold
on to the revelation that you’ve got. You don’t need any new prophesy – all new
prophesies are spurious! The Bible says so. But you do need to know everything that
is in the Word of prophesy. There has been a great treasure put into your hands by
God. There it is. You can hold it in your two hands. “Now it’s up to you,” says the
Apostle Paul. “to keep hold of it. To believe it. To obey it.”
Never to change it. Never to modify it. Never to diminish it. Never to add to it, but to
take it and to take it all into your head and into your life.
“Add to that,” says Paul. “that other duty, (Chapter 3).” 3:1 Finally, brothers,[2] pray for
us,(why Paul?) that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honoured, as
happened among you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For
not all have faith.
There is a mounting tide of wickedness in the world. There is more and more opposition to the Gospel. More and more misunderstanding. More and more mockery and
more and more cynicism. We need to pray for every single person who opens his
mouth, in the Name of Jesus Christ. We need to pray for them, that they will be protected. (Silent Christians don’t get ‘shot at’, but open your mouth and speak and the
enemy will do everything he can to silence you.) “Therefore, pray, pray and pray
again”, says Paul, “for the spread of the Gospel in the world.”
We have been exploring with Paul’s help – True Christianity! The only question which
remains is: Is this Christianity the one and only, which you’re willing to give your life to
and hold up in today’s world?
[2536]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen

