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Delivered Sunday   1  st   August, 2021  

1 Corinthians 3:5-17

Principles of Christian Work. Part 1(b)
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 3:16 
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you?.  [Note that the Greek rendered ‘you’ is plural.  Therefore it is the local church 
that is addressed here.]

Last time we began with the first of two illustrations:  the planting, watering and eventu-
ally harvesting in a field.  Our text was:  7 So neither he who plants nor he who wa-
ters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.

We had in verses 5-9 a great, yet simple, illustration leading us to recognise the true 
Christian worker:  above all, that we must show patience in the Lord’s Work, the results
don’t all come at once; teaching that we must have faith in God’s Work – nothing will 
grow unless God makes it grow.  Therefore we stake everything on the power of God.  
If God doesn’t exercise His power then it’s all up with us as far as success is con-
cerned.

Now to the next illustration which is equally easy to follow (verses 10-17). From the 
rural example and right into the urban one.  The example of a building.  Verse 9:  
9 ...You are … God’s building. 

We continue, as we listen to what Paul is saying, (verse 10) “I proceeded to the work 
of Gospel preaching, because of the grace of God which was given unto me.  God has 
commissioned me.  God has gifted me, and therefore I proceeded to the work of build-
ing.  I don’t proceed to the work without thought!”  
(In past ages buildings in towns and cities were ‘put up’ without plans.  Now most su-
pervising Councils insist on very thorough plans.)  “I didn’t work like that,” says Paul, “I 
worked as a wise ‘master builder’.”  (The Greek word used is not of the man that digs 
the footings, but the man who oversees1 the whole building operation.)  “I applied 
thought to what was going to happen.  I made decisions beforehand.  I applied my 
mind to the work that was going to take place.  I didn’t just run into it ‘helter skelter2’.  
God sent me to the work and I thought about what I was doing and how I was to do it.  
The work that I was given to do was to lay a foundation!”

1  ἀρχιτέκτων (architektōn) — 1 Occurrence   ["Architect" is derived from 753 (arxitéktōn), i.e. someone responsible from the 
beginning to the end for the success (beauty, solidarity) of a building.] 

2  adjective: helter-skelter
involving disorderly haste or confusion.
"she had blamed her grogginess on a helter-skelter lifestyle"

      adverb: helter-skelter
in disorderly haste or confusion.
"they were hurtling helter-skelter down the pavement"

https://biblehub.com/greek/753.htm


Laying a foundation takes a long time3.  But a firm foundation is essential.  If the found-
ation is insecure the building is certain to fall down.  

“The foundation that I laid,” says Paul (verse 11), “is Jesus Christ!”   He’s saying ex-
actly the same as he said in the last chapter:  2 For I decided to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. “When I came into Corinth to lay the found-
ation of a Christian church, I preached Christ  –  I didn’t preach baptism (Chapter 1); I 
didn’t preach philosophy; I didn’t preach ‘high falutin4’ wisdom; I didn’t preach miracles.
I preached Christ!”
“I explained that He is the Lord of Glory.  I explained why He was crucified.  I explained
why He is a living power to save – as an all sufficient Saviour.  I preached Christ.” 

Now all Christian lives, if they are true Christian lives, rest upon that foundation.  
You’re not a Christian unless you ‘rest’ totally upon Jesus Christ.  You’re not a Christian
unless you believe in the deity – that is the Godhead – of Christ.  You’re not a Christian
unless you believe that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners and that it 
was by His death and resurrection that He did that.

That is the foundation;  the Person and Work of Christ!

Paul then leaves Corinth, but the foundation is left there.  Then, there are other people 
there who are going to build on that foundation.  But Paul tells them a sad truth:  that 
the foundation can be sound, while what is built on it is ‘rubbish’.  That’s what is to 
come out now in verse 12 – 15.  Isn’t that terrible!  That a person can be truly resting 
on Christ, but what is erected on that foundation can be worthless.

Paul here, seems to be talking to two separate people.  He is talking to those of us 
who are building our Christian lives and to those who are working in the local church 
and have the task of building Christian lives in others.  So he talks to all Christians:  
those who are building there own, and those who are helping to build others’ Christian 
lives.  (Does this leave anyone out?  It shouldn’t!)

He says, “On that foundation you can build a number of different things.  But listen,” he
says verse 10, 10 … Let each one take care how he builds upon it.
Stop!  Think.  Consider.  What are you building?  What are you erecting.  Verse 12:  
Some people on this foundation build ‘gold’; some ‘silver’; some ‘precious stones’; 
some ‘wood’; some ‘hay’; and some ‘straw’ – that stubble (KJV) which is left after the 
harvester has past over the harvested crop.  

3  When we had a ‘hobby farm’ near Northam in the Eighties.  It was decided that I and my boys would build a small double brick 
house that might have a second storey added later.  We were building on loam/gravel ground and chose not to use a floating con-
crete slab, which is almost the only method used theses days on the sandy coastal plain.  All the exterior and interior walls were to 
be laid on concrete trench footings.  These were the foundations.  The trenches were dug with a pick axe, but the solid ground had 
the advantage that no extra forming was needed to contain the concrete as it was setting.  It took many weeks of weekend work to 
complete.

4  adjective: high-falutin
(especially of speech, writing, or ideas) pompous or pretentious.
"you don't want any highfalutin jargon"



Some people, then, concentrate on quality.  “On this foundation of Christ I’m going to 
build a Christian life of quality. I’m only going to use materials which cost me some-
thing!”  Other people, they don’t mind what they build, as long as something is built, 
and some people go so far as to build – on that glorious foundation – with the ‘left 
overs’ of their life and hope that that will do.

For some people their whole emphasis is: quality, quality, quality!  “It doesn’t matter 
how big the building is –  it’s got to be ‘gold’!”  Says one.  “Doesn’t matter how splendid
the building is, but it’s got to be made of something substantial”, says another, “Silver 
or precious stones!”  While others say, “Well wood will do –  why all the fuss –  this 
looks alright.”  Others just collect the left overs of their life;  put them in a pile, and 
hope that that will pass.  

There are people building their Christian life like that!  Their Christian life costs them 
nothing.  The left overs of their life.  When everything else has been catered for.  The 
pick up the left overs and say:  “Here you are Lord you can have these!”  We’ll see 
what happens to people like that.  

It’s the same with some people in Christian work.  Some say, “I must have quality.  A 
quality message!  I must approach my work well.  I must put my heart into it.  There 
must be nothing, nothing shoddy!”  While some people have that most unchristian of 
sentiments –  a word which should never be heard on any Christian’s lips, “That’ll do.”  
That’ll do?  For the Lord of Glory!

“Well,” says Paul,  “your work is going to be tested.”  He uses a ‘picture’, an illustration,
in verses 13-15 of a fire sweeping through that building.  As that fire sweeps through 
the building, everything that is combustible – everything which is shoddy –  is burnt up.
The only thing which is left is what is of quality.  For a man in that building.  If it’s made 
of combustible rubbish. He has to run out of that building for his life.  Yes!  He escapes 
with his life. …   But everything else he has worked for is lost in that fire.

So we read in verse 15:  15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.  He rushes out.  He himself is saved, but
his work doesn’t pass the test.  So it is at the ‘Judgement Seat’.  God will try my work.  
(Now, this is not a doctrine of purgatory – a doctrine not found in the Bible).  People, 
who are believers, are not put through the fires, but their work will be tested  –  as it 
comes under the awe-full scrutiny of God.  Some people – although they will be saved 
– everything that they have done for Christ will prove to have been so shoddy and so 
worthless that there will be no trace of it –  or memory of it, in eternity.   

There will be others who have put their best into it.  They’ve said that they must have 
quality.  Christ must have the best!  And when the last day comes and their work is 
tried, it will stand. So, verse 13:  13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day 
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work
each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he 
will receive a reward. You’ve worked well.  You’ve done well.  You’ve put your best into 
it.  Well done!  (‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ –  Matthew 25:21)  



They shall receive a reward.  
However, beware: 5 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he him-
self will be saved, but only as through fire.  

Now what is this building we are building.  It’s the local church, ultimately.  “What you 
are building”, says the Apostle, verses 16 & 17. “What you are building is a temple for 
God.”  The local church is the Temple of God where the Spirit of God dwells.  How can 
you build a temple for God out of things that are just dross.  The only way you can 
build a fitting habitation for God, is to use your very best.  

“But, if any should destroy the Temple of God.”  Some instead of attempting to build it, 
actually go out of their way to oppose it. “Him will God destroy!”  (The two Greek words
used are the same.5)  If any man destroy, God will destroy.  In other words, what you 
do to the church, God will do to you.  If you’re Korah and you try to remove Moses, 
God will remove you!  (numbers chapter 16)
If you are Elymas and you try to blind Sergius Paulus to the truth, God will blind you.  
(Acts 13:4-12)  Whatever attitude you have to the church of Christ and its building.  
God will show the same attitude to you.

Now these are two very searching illustrations.  They have different emphasies it’s 
true.  The emphasis in the first is not putting one Christian worker above another.  
There is still an emphasis on the quality. Revealed at the Judgement.  And there’s an 
emphasis on patience and prayer.

The emphasis on the other is the emphasis on the necessity of a solid foundation, be-
cause there is no building without Christ!  But having said that we are to give of our 
best.  Allowing nothing shoddy to intrude at all.  Knowing that our work will be tried 
(tested).  Everything that we have tried to do for Christ may come to nothing, when it 
comes under the scrutiny at the Last Day!

These are things that we need to take to heart.
We need to ask:  are we engaged in any Christian work at all?  Paul, you will note, 
takes it for granted that all his readers are engaged in the work of the Gospel.  We 
need to ask:  how concerned we are about quality.  Or have we fallen into that terrible 
disease, where we are only worried about how many –  not what sort.  We need to re-
member that that Day of reckoning is a reckoning for Christians and that to just leave 
our ‘left overs’ for God, is an insult to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.  We 
need to see that all Christian work is to be engaged to go to building healthy local 
churches.  Healthy local churches are intended to be indwelt by the Spirit of God; 
temples for the Worship of God.  Because the most important thing in the world is for 
the establishment of Worship of God. On the earth.

We need to take hold, now, of the two simple illustrations and take them home with us 
and examine our hearts in the light of them.                                                         

 [1945]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 

5  Phtheirei (present indicative) and phtherei (future indicative)



         D  elivered Sunday   8  th   August  ,   2021  

1 Corinthians 3:18-4:7

Principles of Christian Work. Part 2(a)
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 3:21 
21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours,

During previous weeks we have considered Part 1 of this topic:  Principles of Christian 
Work.  We found this in verses 5-17 of the 3rd Chapter of Paul’s first surviving letter to 
the local church at Corinth.  We were aided by two illustrations.  One rural the other 
urban.  Namely Christian Work is likened to working in the field (planting and watering 
the Gospel Word) and building a local church (composed of the Christian Work of all 
the Spirit of God filled members) on the foundation of Christ.
This proves to be one of the easiest Bible passages to understand.  But provides a 
strong challenge to live up to it, in practice.

The passage for this week and next, 1 Corinthians 3:18 to the end of that chapter and 
the first 7 verses of Chapter 4, is a much more difficult passage to study.  If you are en-
gaged at any level in any of the wide range of opportunities for Christian Work –  which
Paul assumes all true Christians will seek to do –  you will find this study of great bene-
fit.

In Christian Work there is something that people tend to emphasise.  Which has no 
place at all in Christian Work.  Nor, in fact, in the Christian Church!  So we will find in 
verse 18 to the end of the Chapter, that there is something that should not be found in 
a Christian’s life, a Christian’s work, and a Christian church.  That will be our task 
today.  Then next week in Chapter 4, verses 1-7, we will find that there is something 
which should be in Christian Work, which is often absent.  Something that is of the 
greatest possible importance.  It is something which should have the place of priority in
Christian Work.

The format of the study then for this week and next is quite straightforward, even if the 
content is challenging in understanding as well as in application.

• Chapter 3:18 to the end of the Chapter:  Something for which there is no place in
Christian lives; Christian work; and Christian churches.
And it is:  Thinking how the World thinks!6

So Paul begins by telling you that he will speak about something where it is all 
too easy to fall into error:   18 Let no one deceive himself. “Here is an area,” he 
says, to Christians in a local church, “where you could easily make a mistake, but
don’t deceive yourself.  Make sure that you don’t fall into this mistake.”   Well 
what is it?  Keep going in verse 18:  If anyone among you thinks that he is wise 
in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.   

What is the Apostle getting at?  Let’s put it like this.  Here is a man, in the world –
6 See also the Bible Study James 1:9-18.



whose not a Christian.  When he’s 17 or 18 he goes to University and does very 
well.  So well, that when he’s finished his course, they ask him to do a Doctorate.
Which he also does very well.  So well that he then embarks on another Doctor-
ate which is also done very well.  So well that he becomes a great author:  a 
great writer; a great lecturer; a great thinker; and a great name!  In other words 
he’s a very accomplished academic.  As far as worldly wisdom is concerned.

It so happens that this man starts associating himself with a church.  Now you 
would be very tempted to think that because this man is this man, that he’s going
to get a grasp of the Gospel much more easily than other people.  Further you’ll 
be very tempted to think that just because this man is this man that he’s going to 
understand God’s Mysteries, much more readily than other people.  And you’d be
tempted to think that he’s going to ‘plumb the depths’ and enter into areas, where
other people could never enter, simply because it is this man that we’re talking 
about.

But, that would be a fatal mistake!  Fatal!  We should know that already from 
what we’ve learned from Chapter 2.  A man can know nothing, really, about spir-
itual things, unless the Holy Spirit ‘enlightens his mind’.  He just can’t!  Only in 
this way can he learn and receive what the world calls, “foolish”.  That is, if this 
man is to become Christian at all and then to make any spiritual progress, and to
become a spiritual giant (as the earlier expectation in the world’s view supposed)
what he’s got to do is to go to God and own up to the fact that he is an ignorant 
man.  He’s got to go to God and grieve, because he’s an ignorant man.  He must
distrust his mammoth intellect.  He’s not to lean on it anymore in the spiritual 
area.  He’s got to become like a little child and sit down and learn what God has 
said.  Realising that although he’s a great authority in his area, he’s just not com-
petent in God’s.  

All his reasonings, however great, are just shallow and fickle.  He’s got to submit 
to what God has said.  He must believe what the world calls: “foolish”.  So the 
unconverted men and women who live around him, they will hear of this great in-
tellectual, believing, like a child, what the Scripture says.  They will say to him, 
“You don’t believe that!  Do you?  You must be crackers.  You must be foolish.  
You must be out of your mind.  A man like you believing that!”  But if he is to be 
wise in the things of God, he’s got to become a fool.  That’s what verse 18 says!  
18  …  If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a 
fool that he may become wise.

In other words, the way converted people think is regarded as foolish by the 
world.  But not only so, the way that unconverted people think, is regarded as 
foolish by God!  That’s what follows now, in verses 19 & 20. You can work this 
out, again with a few illustrations:

Here is a group of unconverted Professors  –  unconverted intellectuals. They 
think, and they ponder, and they confer, even writing their books. Coming in all 
this to the conclusion that there is not sufficient evidence to believe that:  God is! 
Now God sits in the heavens and laughs.  Because men in all their wisdom come



to the conclusion that He isn’t.  He sits on His throne and laughs, because their 
thinking is so foolish to the God, who is!

Further, they sit down and write their books, coming to the conclusion that life 
sprang from – well nothing.  A few chemicals, called amino acids, in a primeval 
swamp suddenly arranged themselves in the right order and ‘hey presto’ you 
have  –   a living cell.7  God sits in his heavens, knowing full well that He’s the 
Creator of all things out of nothing by His Word and he looks upon the conclu-
sions of the brightest men that are alive today, regarding them as foolish.  They 
haven’t even begun to understand!

Then the sociologists come together in their conference and they have a great 
debate about why the nation is as it is.  And why there are terrible social prob-
lems!  Why everything seems to be going wrong.  They come to the conclusion 
that society has gone wrong, because society is not properly organised. 

While that is not entirely untrue, this is not the real reason, why men and women 
go wrong.  Men and women don’t go wrong because society isn’t properly organ-
ised.  They go wrong because they are wrong! There’s a twist in their nature.  
They’re perverted in their hearts,  They’re ‘given over to vile affections’. (Romans
1:26 KJV)  ‘Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God’.  (2 Timothy 3:4)  

The simplest saint, understands all that!  God looks on the counsel and discus-
sions of great intellectual men and He regards the conclusions which they come 
to as –  foolish.

“That’s not just my point of view”, says Paul at verse 19, “God, Himself, said it!”  
19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the 
wise in their craftiness”,  That is, the great high flown theories of unconverted 
men are the very things that God uses to vex His enemies.

As an example:  In the Nineteenth Century (the ‘eighteen hundreds’)  unconver-
ted men sat together and thought … and thought.  They came to the conclusion 
that mankind had become ‘of age’!  The ‘age of enlightenment’.  He doesn’t need
any more his old religious, superstitions.  He’s come of age.  Man has sufficiently
evolved.  Is sufficiently advanced.  To leave behind all the things that belong to 
his earlier ignorance.  Man has at last achieved his royal dignity! There were pre-
dictions of a world without war; a world without want; a world without hate; and a 
world without trouble. 

7  As perceptive students of Chemistry should know it is not even enough to have the right complex chemical compounds, in the ex-
actly right proportions (as you might have have in a once living cell that has just died).  For there to be life in a cell, there has to 
exist in that cell a ‘steady state’!  The creation and then the sustaining of a ‘steady state’ in a collection of chemicals is counter to 
the natural process of such a collection.  The student of Chemistry knows that the driving principle of chemical processes it the 
gaining of a state of equilibrium.  Whereby there may be many ‘reactions’ going on but all are balanced by an equal and opposite 
reaction –  so that there is no net change in the proportions of any of the constituents.  This is the state of the cell’s chemicals at the
instant of death.  In a sustained ‘steady state’ (which is in operation in a cell that is ‘alive’) there is a staggering number of interre-
lated reactions that are not at equilibrium, but are receiving input of a particular compound from another reaction, (or from outside
the cell) and then passing their product to another reaction (or to the outside of the cell).  This impossibly complex arrangement 
cannot occur spontaneously but has to be initiated by control outside the realms of natural chemical activity!  And some may say:  
that to continue to be sustained must continue to be controlled by such outside controller.  (This was the point of view of earlier 
devote Christians – who took their instruction from the Bible – before the ‘age of enlightenment’ and the growing dependence on 
Science theory as the source of man’s ‘wisdom’, which we have today.)



The net result was that the old standards slipped.  The old morality was no 
longer believed or preached.  The world was immediately plunged into the two 
worst wars that it had ever know.  There being more hungry people per cent of 
population than there has ever been before!
God has used their highfalutin ideas.  Their ideas have been shown to prove just 
the opposite:  man can make no progress; there is no ultimate solution to his 
problems – without God.  The very fruits of their highfalutin ideas have shown 
man is not of age.  He’s far from it.  He’s committed atrocities and all sorts of tor-
tures that were never known in the history of the world since the rise of the Chris-
tian age.  God has caught the wise in their own craftiness!

“So,” says Paul, verse 20, 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the 
wise, that they are futile.”   When wise men, in the world, get together and they 
think their thoughts, God looks down on their thoughts and sees their thoughts 
as they are –  empty.  Their thoughts are empty!  As far as God is concerned 
their thoughts, their theories account for nothing.  God has no place for men and 
women who in their wisdom think they know what is the best course of action to 
take.  The best thing to do.

Perhaps we can see now how Paul is getting to his theme.  He’s trying to tell us 
that there is no place for something in the church.  And the thing for which there 
is no place is:  thinking how the world thinks.  Thinking like the world thinks.

This is why he writes what he writes in verse 21:  21 So (in the light of what has 
been said so far) let no one boast in men. 
There had been trouble in the church, hadn’t there?  This little group followed 
that teacher.  Another group followed another teacher.  One group said, “He’s top
of the league.”  The other said, “No.  Ours is the top!”  Paul’s tries to tell them 
that one is a sower and one is a waterer.  It’s God who gives the increase.  You 
don’t put teachers one above the other.”  That’s what the Apostle says.

But see what was happening in the Corinthian church.  Thinking how the world 
thinks had come into that Christian church.  Because they have been thinking 
how the world thinks, they have started rating one Christian teacher above an-
other Christian teacher.  Now, that is how the world thinks. Isn’t it?  How often do 
you hear a football commentator rate one player higher than another, when 
everyone knows that the ‘rules of the game’ are: that it’s all a team effort.  The 
world must always compare:  better and no so good;  top of the league and bot-
tom of the league.  It’s a worldly way of thinking.  They can’t see that certain 
people are mutually dependant.  One depends upon the other.  If you remove the
one the other becomes nothing.  The world must all the time elevate ‘personalit-
ies’.  

That’s how the world thinks.  “It’s because that worldly thinking has come into the
Church”, says the Apostle, “that you’ve got the trouble in Corinth.  You’re thinking
as the world thinks.  Thinking as the world thinks has no place at all in the Chris-
tian Church.”  Therefore he says: 21 So let no one boast in men.



“The correct way of looking at things,” he says, “is completely different.”
From verse 21 to the end of the Chapter we have one of the most glorious pas-
sages in the New Testament.  21 …  For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all 
are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.

“Paul is ours.” says some people. So they listen to one particular teacher and 
close their ears to everyone else.  Deriving benefit from one but not the other!  
“Apollos is ours,” say others.  So they listen to Apollos and listen not to Paul or 
anyone else.  “How foolish you are!” says the Apostle, “Worldly thinking has 
come into the church.  Instead of benefiting from all the teachers you have im-
poverish yourself by only listening to that one or another one.  All of them are 
yours.  All of them!”

Every true teacher in the Christian church is for the benefit of the Christian 
Church.  Alright, there are some things that this man says that are ‘shaky’.  Yet 
there is a good deal of what he says which you can benefit from.  So do so.  Per-
haps there is some emphasis with this man and you aren’t keen on that man’s 
manner.  But there are things in both for your benefit.  They are yours!

“Overall, everything that exists, is for your benefit.”  He says.  In fact, that this is 
a Biblical principle.  So he goes on to amplify it in verse 22.  “It’s not just Paul, or 
Apollos or Cephas which are yours.  The world is yours.  Everything you en-
counter in this world is for your benefit.”  It is Paul writing Romans 8:288 in a dif-
ferent way!  

“And life is yours.  Everything you encounter in life is yours!”  Yes!  That accident.
That illness.  That break in friendship.  That slander.  That enemy, pain, trouble  –
as well as all the joys and that happiness. Everything you encounter in life!  For 
your benefit.  Serving your good.  A servant which God has sent.

And death.  Death is yours!  To the unconverted man death is the end.  The 
Christian can’t look at death like that.  Death is a servant!  Isn’t that amazing!  
The world can’t think like that.  That’s the whole point of the passage –  not to 
think as the world thinks.  Death is yours:  What the Apostle means is that death 
is your servant.  Of course it is.  What does death bring a Christian?  It’s true on 
the one hand that death brings the corruption of the body – the body which Christ
redeems.  Death brings the Christian into the immediate presence of the Lord Je-
sus Christ. No delay!  

It’s also true that death is a pledge of the resurrection – when the body and the 
soul will be united together.   Death brings reunion with the saints who have gone
before.  Death puts us with that ‘great cloud of witnesses’ who look on the church
militant still on the earth9.  Death is yours!  It’s a servant.

8  28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
9   Hebrews 12:1



So things present and things to come.  All things are yours.   Everything is yours!
Everything in the whole, of the universe, is the Christian’s servant.
What a terrific truth this is.  It’s one of those truths that shows to us that the 
centre of the world is the Church.  Everything that happens in the newspaper and
TV is for the benefit of the Church.  Everything!  The revolution of every planet, 
and the movement in the Galaxy and every other galaxy is for the benefit of the 
Christian Church on this planet.  We can’t always see how, but it is.  Absolutely 
everything is cohering and combining together for the benefit of individual Christi-
ans.  There is absolutely nothing that is working contrary to God’s purpose.  Ab-
solutely nothing that works contrary to a Christian’s best interest.  That’s why a 
Christian in a sinful world can be a person of unrestrained optimism!  He’s sor-
rowful because of his own sin and the sin around him, but he is rejoicing, be-
cause absolutely everything is his possession: is his servant.

No exceptions.  But that doesn’t mean that he goes through the world like some 
sort of spiritual snob.  Because although he is master of everything, he himself 
has a Master as we are told in verse 23.  He can’t live in this world thinking that 
everything is for his benefit and stick his thumbs inside his lapels and walk arrog-
antly among the world.  He can’t do that!  Because he’s Christ’s.  So while 
everything for the Christian is his, He is owned by Another.  

All those things are his simply because he is owned by the One who works 
everything for his good.  And Christ, Himself, in turn, has a ‘head’.  (We will learn 
that again in Chapter 11.)  But the head of the Christian is Christ, and the head of
Christ is God.  Not because Christ is not God.  We saw that in Chapter 2:8 and 
2:16, that Christ is evidently God.  There is equality in the Trinity, but there is also
order in the Trinity: the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, while 
the Son is being eternally begotten by the Father.  It’s a great mystery to our un-
derstanding, but its taught clearly in Scripture.

So when we get to the end of Chapter 3, Paul has brought us to this:  He’s told us that 
there is something that has no place in the Church; no place in Christian Work; no 
place in assessing teachers; no place in our minds; no place in our Christian lives -  no
place ever, ever, ever!  And that is:   thinking the way the world thinks.

Next week:  the second part of this message: the something that does have the place 
in the Christian life.

[2998]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 



Delivered Sunday   15  th   August,   2021  

1 Corinthians 3:18-4:7

Principles of Christian Work. Part 2(b)
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 4:7b
7 … What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do 
you boast as if you did not receive it?

Last week as we came to the end of Chapter 3, we must conclude (in this quite difficult
passage) that there is something that has no place in the Christian’s life or in Christian 
work, no place in the Church:  thinking as the world thinks!
But there is something that has THE place:  (Chapter 4:1-7)  What does the Master 
think?  While there is no place for thinking as the world thinks. THE place, is to think:  
what does the Master think?  That is we are not to derive our standards from the world.
We are to derive all our standards from the Word.  The Incarnate Word, which is the 
Lord Jesus Christ; the written Word, which is the Scripture.  Both are referred to in 
chapter 4, verses 1-7.

“Now,” says Paul, verse1, “instead of looking at Christian ministers the way the world 
does, this is how you should do it.”  It’s very important for us as believers.  How should 
you look upon a preacher or a teacher?   As a hero?  Some do.  A certain preacher, 
teacher or minister is their hero.  Everything he writes they greedily read.  That’s not 
wrong!   Then everything they greedily read they agree with!  That is wrong.  Because 
that makes the man into a hero.  We don’t regard any Christian minister as a hero.  We
don’t regard any minister as a person to follow.  We certainly don’t regard any teacher 
or preacher as a Master!

Well then.  How should we look at them?  1  …  as servants of Christ and stewards of 
the mysteries of God.  The word servants, used in our ESV translation of the Greek 
(and minsters, used in the KJV) is very interesting.  In the ancient world, sea transport 
– particularly with an invasion purpose – was carried out by galleys.  These were large 
rowed vessels activated by ‘galley slaves’ who toiled at the oars.  There could be up to 
three decks of oarsmen.  At the very bottom deck the word used to describe the slaves
there, was ὑπηρέτας (hypēretas), meaning an under-oarsman, a subordinate!  This is 
the origin of the words minister or servant as used in our translations.  So Paul is say-
ing that he, and all ministers, are to be regarded as the lowliness ‘servants’ of all.  An 
under-oarsman!  Regard any Christian minister or worker as a lowly slave.

But in verse 1, Paul goes on to use another word: stewards.  Often a man in the ‘old 
world’ would have a large estate.  Working on this estate, in the fields and the farm, 
would be hundreds of slaves.  Somebody was needed to ensure that all the slaves 
were properly fed, clothed and knew exactly where to go and what to do.  If the master 
himself did it he would become a slave to his slaves!  So he would appoint from the 
slaves, a steward.  Who, under the master, would administer the estate and the farm.  
That’s the word, steward  (οἰκονόμους oikonomous), that Paul, uses here.



“I’m a slave,” he says, “to Christ.  It’s true that I have authority over others, but I myself 
am a slave.  So he uses two words:  I am the lowliness slave of all and yet I am a slave
with authority.  That’s what any Christian worker is –  and ministers in particular.  But 
they don’t administer farms and their workers.  They administer the ‘mysteries of God’! 
That is, they are operative in the sphere of the ‘Word of God’.  His revelation which we 
have here in the Scriptures.

Verse 2.  If you have a steward over your farm.   What do you expect of him?  Let’s 
pretend that you are a rich land owner of those ancient days.  You have several thou-
sand slaves that work the farm and you have appointed one of them to run the farm.  
What do you expect of him, more than anything else?  
Do you expect him to be popular?  To be gifted?  Compelling in his character, or win-
some10 in his manner.  No.  The thing that you want most of all, from that man, is that 
he be trustworthy.  You want to know that while you’re not closely supervising him, that 
he’s getting on with the job, which you have asked him to do.  That he is fulfilling the 
commission that you gave him.  

That’s what’s required of stewards, in verse 2.  … that they be found trustworthy.  Or 
faithful.  So you don’t rate this person a good servant of Christ because he’s popular, 
compelling, eloquent, and greatly gifted.  You don’t rate this person as a bad servant of
Christ because he’s got very few gifts.  Or he’s not an imposing character or charis-
matic11 –  in the correct sense of that word.  You rate who is a true servant of Christ 
and who isn’t a true servant of Christ on this basis alone:  which of these people is do-
ing what Christ demands, His servant to do!  Is this one, despite his lack of eloquence 
and gifts, fulfilling His commission?  In other words, is he teaching the Word of God 
faithfully, clearly?  Then he is a true servant of Christ.  Is this one popular and winsome
and greatly gifted, but he’s cutting off the edges of the Gospel, watering it down and 
leaving things out?  Then he is no servant of Christ!

But Paul won’t let us rate one above the other of those who are true servants.  If they 
are both servants of Christ, then their gifts and their temperaments and everything else
are irrelevant.  
“You see”, he says, (verse 3) “I’m God’s steward.  Therefore I’m answerable to God.  
Therefore it doesn’t matter ‘a straw’, what you think of me.  It’s what He thinks that 
matters.  Man’s way of looking at people and man’s way of assessing people, doesn’t 
come into the picture at all.
And, I’m a man.  So, even my own estimates of myself don’t come into the picture 
either.” 

A Christian worker’s opinion of himself is also irrelevant.  Because I’m not answerable 
even to me.  I’m only answerable to the Lord.  The only consideration that matters in 

10    adjective: winsome
attractive or appealing in a fresh, innocent way.
"a winsome smile"

11    adjective: charismatic
1.  exercising a compelling charm which inspires devotion in others.
"he was a charismatic figure with great appeal to the public"



my mind, is what does the Master think!  Nothing else is of importance at all.  For those
engaged in Christian work, this is an important verse, because one of the greatest 
dangers in the Lord’s work is introspection.  It is true that the Scripture commands us 
to find out what our gifts are.  But there is a wrong level of introspection, where we are 
prying down into the inner recesses of our heart and it comes to the point where it is 
thoroughly unhealthy.  We are saved from that in the New Testament because we are 
told that we aren’t even answerable to ourselves.  We’re answerable only to Christ!  
That keeps us entirely free from the wrong sort of introspection.

“You see,” says Paul in verse 4, “I don’t know anything against12 myself.  As far as I 
know I am doing everything the Master wants me to do.”  (He’s a very happy man that 
can say all that!) “As far as I know there is nothing on my conscience which offends 
me.  As far as I know everything that the Saviour wants me to do, I’m actually doing it.  
Not leaving anything out or going further than I should do.”

“But,” he says, “that doesn’t mean that when the Judgement comes, that I will be ac-
quitted of all blame.  My own estimate of my work is irrelevant.  The only thing that 
matters is the Lord’s estimate.  It is the Lord who is the final judge!  
So there is no place for thinking as the world thinks.  THE place must be:  what does 
the Master think?

“So,” he says, (verse 5) to the whole Church now, “stop judging people.  Stop criticising
people.  Stop rating people.  Putting one in the top rank while the other in a lower rank.
The Lord is coming and when the Lord comes, He will judge.  The only judgement that 
matters, is the judgement which will happen then.  When that judgement takes place, 
unlike your judgement, it will be a perfect one.  Because everything which has been 
hidden, will then come to light.”

Still in verse 5.  “He won’t only judge actions and words, but also the secret desires of 
all Christian workers, and their real motives.  Their real motives are also going to be 
taken into consideration at His judgement!  Any praise which is given will be God’s 
praise.  That’s the only praise that matters.

“So there it is.” says Paul, and we are now in verse 6.  “I’ve been talking about Paul 
and Apollos.  Not because we are the culprits in this matter at Corinth.  And not be-
cause we are the only Christian teachers.  I’ve been using the names of Paul and Apol-
los as sorts of ‘code words’.  Because I didn’t want to name the specific culprits, there 
in the Corinthian church –  who have been gathering little groups of converts to them!  
My overall purpose,” he says, in verse 6,  “has been this:”  6 … that you may learn by 
us not to go beyond what is written, … 

In other words, what Paul is saying is, “The whole purpose of my writing to you, now, is
to get you to think according to what is written.  The whole purpose of my writing to you
now, is to get you to think Scripturally.  I want to stop you forever, thinking like the 
world thinks!   Rather, to get you thinking about: how does God want you to think?  To 
find that there is no place for saying, ‘what does the world think’.  That the only place, 
that there is, is to ask the question: ‘What does the Lord think?’  And to to find out the 

12  The word ‘by’, used in the King James Version, of verse 4 has the earlier English meaning of ‘against’.



answer to that question from the Scripture.  In that way”, he says, at the end of verse 
6, “once you begin to think Scripturally, there will be an end to this nonsense in the 
Corinthian church.  You won’t be puffed up in favour of one against another.  The fac-
tions will be ended.  The ‘party spirit’ will be a thing of the past.  You’ll all learn to think 
Scripturally and you won’t start pitting one servant of Christ, against another servant of 
Christ.”

As we draw to close for today, we come to the last verse of what is a difficult passage, 
verse 7.   A verse that John Knox13 quoted as he died. (As did Augustine), 7 For who 
sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you 
received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?

This morning, do you have some ‘gift’?  Something that you’re good at.  Some sort of 
talent. Some flair.  Quick mental powers; eloquence; gifts of leadership; able to get on 
with people on a personal level; good at welcoming in your homes. 
We’ve got different gifts!  

Paul continues: “Where did we get those gifts from?  We’ve got them from God!  Has 
this teacher got some gifts?  Yes.  Has this other teacher got some gifts?  Yes.  Are 
their gifts different?  Yes.  But where did they get their gifts from?  From God.  So why 
on earth treat them as if they got their gifts from themselves?  Why do some of you 
say, ‘I’ll follow him’, because you rather like his gifts.  While others say, ‘I’ll follow him’, 
because of his gifts.  While it was the same God which gave all, their gifts.  How can 
you think like that?”   Says the Apostle Paul.

And how can we in this church, who have various gifts, be proud about those gifts.  
How can you say, “I’m good at so and so”, while another says, “I’m good at that.”  
While all the time it was God who gave the gifts.  How can there be any such pride in 
the Christian Church and any division on the question of gifts, if the same God gave all
the gifts?  Gifts are a reason, not for division.  Gifts are a reason for unity!  Because 
the same God gives every single gift which exists.

“So,” says the Apostle Paul, “when the worldly man looks at teachers, he doesn’t see it
that way.  But the way the world thinks has no place in the Christian Church! “
But when we look at it the way God ‘sees’ things  – that’s how we should see it.  There 
is no place for ‘worldly thinking’.  THE place is to be given to Biblical, divine, spiritual 
thinking.  We are never to ask the question:  How does the world think? We are always
to ask: What does the Master think?

How do we apply this guiding principle to our situation these days?
The world says to the Christian Church: If you want to get anywhere, this is what you 
have to do.  Now the world is very good at getting attention.  The most brilliant things 
you will see on TV are the advertisements.  Due to millions of dollars of research going
into them, they are specially designed to catch your attention, and your mind.  Not only
that, but motivate you to go out tomorrow and buy what you saw.  So the world often 

13  John Knox (c. 1514 – 24 November 1572) was a Scottish minister, theologian, and writer who was a leader of the country's Re-
formation. He was the founder of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 



says to the Church14:  You adopt those tactics and you’ll get somewhere because you 
won’t get anywhere as you are.  That’s what the world thinks!

But there is no place for thinking as the world thinks!  We must ask the question:  What
does the Master think?

The Master says:  “Preach the Word; you give the outward call; I’ll give the inward call, 
in the hearts, which I have chosen.”

Whenever the Church has adopted the world practice.  Within a few short months or 
years you’ve seen the Gospel message so diluted to be beyond recognition, and 
you’ve seen the majority of the people attracted, continue to be worldly, even after they
have supposedly been converted.  Therefore it’s proved to be an utter and complete 
failure.  Whereas, whenever the church has had the courage to ask the question:  
What does the Master think”  And to do it!  You’ll find that there has been far less dra-
matic results, but the people who come as a result of such evangelism are of a higher 
quality; of a more steadfast discipleship; and show a greater spirituality of character.

Now it’s the same with the Sermon.  You’re just hearing one.  The world thinks the Ser-
mon is crazy!  All modern psychologists, together with modern educationalist agree 
that the thought of a man standing up and speaking for some time is educational non-
sense.  They say that most people can’t concentrate much more than 10 minutes.  
They say you remember 40% of what you write; and only 10% of what you hear.  So 
they advocate the abolition of the Sermon.  Consequently, in many churches today, 
even so called evangelical ones, there is no Sermon worthy of the name.  The net res-
ult whenever that has happened in history has been ignorant congregations, without 
any distinctive spirituality and almost always devoid of self discipline.  The Sermon can
be dull.  And it’s true that most of it is consciously forgotten.  But it still has an effect on 
the life; people’s minds are directed to and become more submissive to the Scriptures.

And it is the divinely ordained means of bringing people to Christ and the divinely or-
dained means of building people up in their sanctification.

But once say: “What does the world say”  And adopt it.  Then it’s the ruination of the 
church.  We have to ask the question all the time:  “What does the Master think?  
Never, ever, to ask that other question.

Paul knew that for the Christian church in Corinth, if he could get them to think like 
that, then the serious deficiencies in the way Christian work was being carried out, 
would be remedied.  Should it be any less for us?

[2630]

Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 

14  Exactly the advice given by a seminar leader, when we were aiming to sign up to a year long newspaper advertising contract of 
$5500.



D  elivered Sunday 22  nd   August, 2021  

1 Corinthians 4:8-21

Lessons About Christian Work
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 4:9a
9 For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all,

We continue today with the part of Paul’s letter which deals with Principles of Christian 
Work.  At the beginning of this topic the Apostle described Christian Work as the work 
in a field:  you have to sow the Word and water the Word, and eventually it will spring 
to life because God gives the increase.  Christian Work is also like building a building:  
God doesn’t ask how much work you’ve done, but what quality it is.  We found that 
God will not accept anything that is ‘second rate’ or shoddy.  It’s the best or nothing 
with God.  At the Last, our work will be tested.  

Then during the last two weeks, we learnt some more principles of Christian Work.  All 
who engage in Christian Work -  and Paul assumes that all true Christians do so en-
gage, according to their gifts and circumstances –  should find these of great import-
ance:  not thinking as the world thinks  – there is no place for this at all, but the thing 
that must have THE place in the Church is asking the question, “What does the Master
think?”  Because, at the Last, it is to Him that I will have to answer, for all the Christian 
Work that I do.

Those are the paragraphs which precede the one that we will study today: 4:8-13.  
Here he is not continuing to lay down Principles for Christian Work, so much as some 
important things to learn (‘lessons’) as we carry out Christian Work.  In fact we will be 
shown three mistakes which we should avoid.  And then when we are able to take up 
this exposition again (in a few weeks) there will be five other important lessons which 
we should ‘take to heart’. 

• Verses 8-13:  These verses deal with trials that were endured by the Apostles in 
their Christian Work.  What the Apostle is doing here is this:  he looks at the com-
parative ease of the Christians in Corinth.  And then he looks at what the 
Apostles had to go through.  This is an impassioned paragraph.  It starts with 
what is almost sarcasm –  there is sometimes, a certain place, for sarcasm in the
Christian life.  Here’s an example.  He looks at the ease of the Corinthians and 
sees what Christ’s servants, the Apostles, have to go through.  Verse 8: He says.
“So we the Apostles are no longer with you in Corinth, but there you are filled 
with a great sense of self sufficiency.  You think you have gone as far in the 
Christian life as you are able to get.”  8 … Already you have become rich!  … you
have become kings!  

Imagine a man eating his Christmas dinner.15  He gets to the point where he can’t
eat any more.  He’s gone as far as he can get.  That’s the word, κεκορεσμένοι 

15  This sermon was delivered by Olyott on Christmas Eve.



(kekoresmenoi) — 1 Occurrence16, used here to describe the attitude of the Cor-
inthians.  That’s where they thought they were in the Christian life.  You couldn’t 
go any further, they thought!

Imagine a man who is given an immense fortune.  He’s as rich as it is imaginable
to be.  He can’t imagine anyone being richer than that.  Well that’s the word he 
uses for rich here.17   Again, imagine someone who is climbing up the social 
scale:  first the on the ‘factory floor’; to foreman; manager; managing director; 
peer of the realm and at last he is made king!  

That’s what is used here:  8 Already you have all you want! Already you have be-
come rich! Without us you have become kings! 
“We left Corinth and you think you have raised to the very heights of the Chris-
tian life now that we have gone.  That you can’t get any further.”  The sarcasm of 
the Apostle:  “Would, that you really were as far as that in your Christian life.  
Would, that you had already reached those dizzy heights.  It would be marvellous
to be associated with you.  If you really where Christians like that.  How we 
would be benefited by being associated with you!  Which is the meaning of the 
second half of verse 8.

Then in verse 9, he says, “How very different is that from the position that we as 
Apostles have to occupy.”  He now takes us down to the ‘public square’ to watch 
an execution:  What used to happen in the public square, was that those who 
were to be executed stood in a long line.  The most notorious criminals were put 
at the end of the queue.  Those to be executed were jeered at, mocked, scorned,
spat at, and made a subject of contempt.  A public spectacle!  Because the most 
notorious criminals of all were at the end of the queue they had the most jeering, 
scorn and contempt poured upon them.

“That’s like we are in the world.”  says the Apostle in verse 9.  9 For I think that 
God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, be-
cause we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men.  “Angels
are persons, men are persons, we’re made a public spectacle.  We live in this 
word as objects of contempt.  We endure more scorn than anybody else.”

“So there you are in Corinth.  You think you have arrived.  But we as Apostles 
know that we are far from that.  We are scorned and seen as contemptible by the
world.”

“Yes,” he says, in verse 10, “we follow Christ and the world considers us to be 
fools.  And there you are in Corinth.  Oh, you think you are so wise.  There we 
are in the world, and the world considers us to be weak. ‘Augh, those Apostles, 
they count for nothing!’  There you are in Corinth.  Oh, you think you are so 
strong.  That you are people that can make your weight felt.  Here we are, we 
Apostles.  We’re despised!”  Here we are at the end of verse with the Greek word
used meaning:  a person who has had his citizenship taken away!  Someone 

16  κεκορεσμένοι (kekoresmenoi) — 1 Occurrence.  A primary verb; to cram, i.e. Glut or sate -- eat enough, full. 
17  ἐπλουτήσατε (eploutēsate) — 1 Occurrence .



with no rights.  No honour.  No place.  “That’s how we are considered to be, by 
the world.”
There you are in Corinth.  Oh you think you’re so eminent, so honourable so 
glorious. No,” says the Apostle, “these are the things we go through.” 

Now he drops all his ‘picture’ language and spells it out plainly in Greek!  All he 
has had to go through right up to the present hour.  And the other Apostles also.  
Right up to the present hour!  Verse 11.  “Look what we go through.  Right up to 
the moment I’m writing this letter.  We hunger.  Hungry men preaching the Gos-
pel.”  And we can be sure that he says the word ‘hungry’ in direct contrast with 
“you have all you want” (“are full” in the KJV) of verse 8.  “And we’re thirsty, 
poorly dressed, buffeted18 (the Greek word – buffeted – is to strike with the fist.  It
means that wherever they went they were ill-treated) and we are homeless!”  So 
whenever the Apostles came up before the courts they were classed as vaga-
bonds – of no fixed address.

“And,” he says, verse 12, “we labour with our own hands!”
In the first century world, ‘labour with the hands’ was considered to be contempt-
ible.  That’s a Greek way of thinking – not Biblical.  Adam worked with his hands 
in his state of perfection; and so did our Lord Jesus Christ in His perfect life.  But 
Greek thinking – ungodly thinking – is to work with the hands is some form of 
lesser type of work.  The Greeks, therefore, would only allow their slaves to do 
that!  “We the Apostles work with our hands.  We do the most despised work of 
all”, he says.

And the following word ‘labour’ doesn’t just mean that they come home from 
work tired, but they came home exhausted and weary.  “Here we are,” he further 
says in verse 12, “we’re reviled, but instead of getting our own back –  we bless. 
And when we are persecuted – we endure.  Instead of retaliating we simply ‘set 
to’ and put up with it.”
“Here we are,” verse 13, “wherever we go in the world we have our characters 
assassinated –  we are slandered.  All we do is we conciliate, teach and entreat.”

Then he crowns this statement, this catalogue of what the Apostles have to en-
dure by two astonishing statements:  13 … We have become, and are still, like 
the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.  The words used have two mean-
ings in the original language:  Imagine a pan in which some cooking’s been 
done, with the result being stuck round the edge.  Very hard to remove.  Even 
with a lot of scouring!  It’s more than scum.  It something that’s stuck very hard.  
“That’s what we are,” says Paul, “the off-scourings.” (περικαθάρματα (perikath-
armata) — 1 Occurrence)  Or the scum of the earth, as Wellington once said.19

The other meaning:  In parts of the world, there had been examples of human 
sacrifice.  Instead of finding the best person they could.  To sacrifice to the gods. 
They sought out a person that they considered was of no value whatever.  
Someone they wouldn’t miss if they sacrificed him.  The most contemptible per-
son they could find for this purpose.  

18  κολαφιζόμεθα (kolaphizometha) — 1 Occurrence 
19  https://adventuresinhistoryland.com/2014/11/13/what-wellington-said/



“That is how we, the Apostles, are considered to be:  the scum of the earth; the 
refuse of the world; the people that people of the world can easily do without.  
That’s how we go through the world,” he says in verse 13, “unto this day!  You 
Corinthians might think a lot of yourselves, but we Apostles were under no false 
allusions about the place we have to occupy in the world.”

Now we have indicated that this passage has some relationship to Christian Ser-
vice.  Of course it does.  Because it is these people, who the world sneered at 
and derided, being jeered at and considered to be weak, despicable and fit for 
noting.  These the people who turned the ‘world upside down’, for the Gospel.  
Immediately then that causes us to avoid three mistakes.

1. People today, will often say that we would get more done, with the Gospel, 
if some of us had more influence.  They long for evangelical spokesmen to 
be in places of influence. To have status.  They long for some of our num-
ber to be – ‘somebody’  – in society.  Well they long for that especially 
when they see the tremendous publicity that the Roman Church used to 
get before its ‘fall from grace’, in the eyes of the media, in more recent 
times.  They say, “Why oh why, can’t someone who believes the Biblical 
Gospel, also get the hearing of the people?”  When they see pompous, ‘el-
evated’, church leaders compromising and ‘watering down’ the Gospel, 
they say, “Why, oh why, can’t a godly voice get into the media?”  

But we shouldn’t feel, on the basis of this passage, that we should seek 
that sort of thing.  God uses those, whom the world considers insignificant. 
We’ve already read in this very letter, that God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise.  God has chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things that are mighty.  Base things of the 
world and things that are despised, God has chosen.  Yes!  Even those 
which are not!  So that no flesh shall glory in His presence.(1 Corinthians 
1:27,28)

Our Lord Jesus Christ said, earlier than that: Blessed are you when men 
shall hate you; separate you from their company; reproach you; and caste 
out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.  Rejoice in that day and 
leap with joy, for behold your reward is great in heaven, for in the like man-
ner did your fathers do to the Prophets. But woe unto you who are rich, for 
you have received your consolation,(Paul is clearly referring to this pas-
sage) woe unto you who are full for you shall hunger.  Woe unto you who 
laugh now for you shall mourn and weep.  Woe unto you when all men 
shall speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the false prophets.(Luke 
6:22-26)  

We don’t need status for the Gospel to proceed!

2. On the other hand some people will say that we will get more done for the 
Gospel if things weren’t so hard!  Olyott reported that in the late Nineteen 
Hundreds, some evangelicals designated parts of England being a ‘hard’ 



area and others less ‘hard’.  “We would get more done if things weren’t so 
hard!” 
Well the last thing that we should ever pray for is ease.  The Corinthian 
church had, ease.  “You’re rich, your full, you reign as kings …”  But they 
had lost their spiritual power.  The Apostles had no ease, but turned the 
world upside down. 

Because God has ordained that everything that is accomplished for Him is 
accomplished by way of sacrifice.  God works through sacrifice.

3. And there are others who say, “There would be more done for the Gospel if
we had more ‘popular’ support!  If people would just rally behind the Gos-
pel.”  [Like thousands do over the slightest perceived social issue!]  “If there
were 10,000 voices rather than just the one or two that are speaking the 
truth for Christ.  Things would really go a ‘bomb’” they say.
Well, let’s not pray for that either. Because God’s ‘chariot’ runs on wheels 
that are called ‘misunderstanding’.  Wherever, in history, you have seen 
God’s chariot proceed, there has been tremendous misunderstanding.  
Think of any of the great evangelical awakenings and see how maligned 
the preachers were.  You see this Biblical truth being illustrated.  

Those are not strictly, Principals of Christian Work, but they are lessons worth re-
membering.  If we learn them well, many of our fears and our restlessness will be
quelled.

When we take up the second part of the overall passage:  verses 14-21.  We will see 
what Paul is saying and then draw out some lessons for ourselves.

 

b’[2319]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen.  
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