References for the support of the notion of Irresistible Grace
The five answers to the criticism by the 'Remonstrants' of Reformed Doctrine (as detailed by Calvin and later by the Westminster Confession of Faith) are the five 'points
of Calvinism' that are indicated by the acrostic, TULIP. Since the five statements were made specifically for this purpose they are not the totality of our Doctrine nor
represent all of the Confession. The Confession does not address all the five points specifically by name but does provide adequate scriptural basis for them all. In the
case of Irresistible Grace (also called efficacious Grace) the sections already quoted in these tables (See WCF 3.5; 7.3; 10.1; 10.2; 10.3; 10.4 in previous tables –
particularly the table for Unconditional Election) are relevant, together with these which follow.
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3.3: By God's decision, some human beings and angels are
appointed beforehand to everlasting life, and others
assigned beforehand to everlasting death, for the
display of his glory.
3.4: These angels and humans, so assigned beforehand, are
particularly and unchangeably planned, and their
number is so reliable and definite, that it cannot be
either increased or decreased.

LC 13: What has God specially

1. 1 Tim 5:21; Mt 25:41.

decreed concerning angels and
men? God, by an eternal and
unchangeable decree, solely out of
his love and with a view to the praise
of his glorious grace to be shown in
due time, has elected some angels to
glory; and in Christ has chosen some
persons to eternal life and ordained
all means to this end. He has also,
according to his sovereign power
and the unsearchable purpose of his
own will according to which he
extends or withholds favour as he
pleases, passed by and foreordained
the rest to dishonour and wrath, to
be inflicted because of their sin, to
the praise of the glory of his justice.

2. Rom 9:22,23; Eph 1:5,6;
Prov 16:4.

Predestination of the elect in
Christ to everlasting glory
includes all the means to the
end (3.3-4;LC 13)

3. 2 Tim 2:19; Jn 13:18.

I: Irresistible Grace
When God calls his elect into salvation, they cannot resist. God offers to all people the gospel
message. This is called the external call. But to the elect, God extends an internal call and it
cannot be resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works in the hearts and minds of the elect
to bring them to repentance and regeneration whereby they willingly and freely come to God.
Some of the verses used in support of this teaching are Romans 9:16 where it says that "it is not
of him who wills nor of him who runs, but of God who has mercy"; Philippians 2:12-13 where God
is said to be the one working salvation in the individual; John 6:28-29 where faith is declared to
be the work of God; Acts 13:48 where God appoints people to believe; and John 1:12-13 where being
born again is not by man’s will, but by God’s.
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