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Delivered Sunday   6  th   June, 2021  

1 Corinthians 1:17-31

The Ways of God in Saving His People  -  Pt 2
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 1:27
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;

.
Last week we commenced the exposition of this passage from Paul’s letter to the local 
church in Corinth.  We proposed to ask Paul to answer three questions, that would be 
answered by the inspired words he has written:  How does God save – the answer to 
which had two sub-headings, by Gospel Preaching and by Calling; who does God 
chose to save; and why does God save the way He does.  Together with some final 
applications of the answers given by Paul.
Today we take up the second sub-heading –  by Calling – and then the second ques-
tion –  who does God chose to save:

a. How does God save?  (continued)
a. Calling:  Verse 24.  24 but to those who are called,… and then verse 26:  

26 For consider your calling, brothers:   Why is it that some people, when 
they hear the Gospel, accept the Gospel? While other people, hearing the 
same words – describing the Gospel – do not accept it.  The reason is not 
the Gospel itself!
That person hears the ‘message’.  This person hears the same ‘message’.  
And there is nothing in the message which stops that man receiving it, but 
causes this man to accept it.  The reason is not the Gospel.

So why is it that some people respond to the Gospel and others don’t?

The reason is not the nature of the hearers!  Sometimes people may say, 
ignorantly and quite un-biblically, that he responded because his heart was 
more ‘tender’; or he responded because he has a better intellectual grasp 
and can understand much more quickly; or he responded because of his 
background and culture.

But Scripture insists that all the hearers are equally sinful.  Hearers are 
dead spiritually and they are all ‘corpses’ in the same cemetery –  the 
world.  Different names they may have on their ‘headstones’ but they are all
equally dead!  Different sizes, shapes and dimensions, their corpses might 
be, but they are all spiritual corpses.  All of them, left to themselves, will re-
main like that for ever and ever.  All people are spiritually dead and if left to
themselves they will perish and they will never receive the saving Gospel!

So the reason some people accept the Gospel and not others, is not some 
reason in the hearers.  The reason some hearers receive the Gospel and 
some do not, is that some people are ‘called’ or as it is usually said in theo-
logy: effectually called!



Everybody hears the same message:  but in this person’s heart, the Spirit, 
performs a miracle!  The Spirit ‘quickens’ the heart –  that is, He makes it 
alive.  He creates in him a new heart.  The man is ‘born again’.  He’s raised
up from spiritual death.  It’s a miracle!  The Holy Spirit uses the Gospel to 
give to that man spiritual life.

So he hears the Gospel not just with his ‘outward’ ears, but it touches his 
heart.  Once the Spirit makes him a ‘new man’ with a receptive heart (a 
heart of flesh - Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26). He then has spiritual under-
standing (discernment – 1 Cor 2:14), therefore he is able to recognise his 
condition before God: as a sinner.  Which demonstrates to him, his need of 
the Gospel.  The Spirit gives him a new nature, so that he has the ability 
and the desire to put all his trust in Christ.  His heart is overcome with sin, 
because he now has that spiritual understanding of his position.  His heart 
is overcome with his desire for Christ, because he understands that Christ 
is the only Saviour of sinners like he now recognises himself to be.  And be-
cause he has a new heart, a new nature, he most freely and gladly 
chooses and embraces Jesus Christ!  This Christ, which is offered to him in
the Gospel.  

It’s a miracle – just like Lazarus being raised from the grave:  here is Laz-
arus –  here is the Saviour.  The Saviour announces the Word:  how can a 
dead man hear the Word, “Lazarus come forth”?  Only because of the 
power in the Word!  God blesses Christ’s word into Lazarus.  That Word is 
a life giving word.  He not only hears the Word, but responds to the Word, 
because the Word has given him life.  He now has power to hear; desire to 
obey; and power to obey.  And so he does.  Christ speaks the Word; Laz-
arus is effectually called, and out of the grave he comes, because of the di-
vine summons:  “Come out!”

That’s what ‘calling’ is.  Yet some may say that that makes men and women
and boys and girls mere pawns!  But this is not so.  Nobody is lost or saved
against their will.  ‘Natural’ men do not want the Gospel and ‘called’ men do
want the Gospel!  This one has his ‘fallen’ nature unsaved.  He desires to 
have nothing to do with Christ.  That man, by the Gospel, has his nature 
changed –  regenerated –  so he desires Christ.  Effectual calling is not an 
act of ‘forcing’.  God doesn’t come with his ‘iron glove’, to grab someone.  
But he speaks to them the Word of power, their heart is changed; being 
born from above they become proper spiritual creatures; they hear –  really 
hear – the Gospel;  they love it and obey it.  They freely and most gladly, 
themselves, embrace Christ.

So if you are lost, it’s because you want to be.

But this man sees the Gospel as true, like the once blind man suddenly 
sees the sun (Son).  Seeing his unworthiness before God.  He sees the Sa-
viour as his substitute and advocate.  He wants the Saviour.  He wants 



nothing more to do with his sin.  He turns (repents) from his sin and turns to
the Saviour.  He trusts what the Saviour has done for sinners.  He relies on 
this!  Nothing less and nothing more, for his acceptance by God.  He 
comes to Christ!

That ‘outward’ call –  the preaching of the Gospel – which has gone to all 
the Congregation, to him as been a personal, effective and individual call.  
So people are saved by preaching and by calling.

Have you been effectually called?  It’s not appropriate to ask if you have 
had a tremendously, traumatic religions experience, which made you 
ashamed of yourself.  There are many people who honestly believe they 
are Christians because they had ‘strong feelings’ in an evangelistic meet-
ing.  They had some form of religious experience.  But the great ‘mark’ of 
an effectively called person is that his faith is in Christ, now!  There are 
many who have been effectively called who never had a strong or thematic 
experience, but nonetheless they have come out of their ‘grave’ and their 
faith is in Christ, now!

b. Now we consider our second question, with verses 26-28.  Essentially it’s the 
foundation of all Biblical evangelism.  This understanding is essential before un-
dertaking proper evangelism.
Who does God save?  Why is it that some people are effectually called and not 
others?  (Verse 27)  27 But God chose … and halfway through the verse – God 
chose … and verse 28, 28 God chose …    God saves whom He chooses!  
Once again by following the clear text of Scripture we have the need to preach, 
without apology, the Doctrine of Election, so sorely avoided and even denied in 
so many churches around us.  So we begin:

First of all we see that Paul introduces the Doctrine of Election in the context of 
Gospel preaching.  It is a serious oversight to say that to believe in election is in 
some way undermining Gospel preaching1.   And this is the case, most often, in 
the other places of Scripture where the context is Gospel preaching.  This is be-
cause there can be no true Gospel preaching without the doctrine of election.

It is almost certain that in every congregation, where this doctrine is being 
preached, there will be some who will say that they don’t feel comfortable, or 
more strongly, that they don’t like this doctrine. So be it.  But we, none of us, can 
say that we don’t believe and that we don’t accept it!  Because Scripture teaches 
the Doctrine of Election.  It doesn’t say that God just said that certain types of 
people would come to Christ.  Scripture teaches that God chooses actual, indi-
vidual people.  Without any conditions within them, influencing His choice.  So 
we read in Romans 9 that two boys will be in the womb and before either of them
were to be born or had done any good or evil God had chosen the one and rejec-
ted the other.  Not to believe election is to commit the sin of unbelief.  

Not only so, but in Romans 9, the criticism of the Doctrine of Election is repres-

1 The ‘free offer of the Gospel’ is not damaged by the doctrine of election.  Since only the elect will take up that offer.



ented by Paul as being the height of spiritual rebellion! God is God!  He acts as 
He pleases and He is answerable to nobody.  Therefore, for a man to ‘point his 
finger’ at God, is for a man to appoint himself as God.  Treating God as the 
‘creature’, making God answerable to the man himself.  20 But who are you, O 
man, to answer back to God? Will what is moulded say to its moulder, “Why have
you made me like this?” 

Also if you don’t hold to this Doctrine you must pervert the Doctrine of the Love of
God.  Scripture teaches that while all men are lost and perishing, if left to them-
selves they will continue to perish, but it further teaches that God in His great 
grace and kindness, ensures the salvation of His people.  Election is the mani-
festation of the burning love of God.  It was election which sent Christ to the 
Cross; raised Him from the dead; and appointed Him Lord.  Because God loves 
His people.  If you can’t preach that God loves His people and it’s a special and 
effectual love, you must end up perverting the Doctrine of the Love of God!

You will also end up perverting the Doctrine of Evangelism.
Evangelism is the church going out into the world, with the Shepherd’s voice so 
that the sheep come to the fold.  Evangelism is the calling out of the sheep.  Not 
the entertainment of the goats2.

Because folk forget that, they try all these things that appeal to the human and 
they forget that evangelism is a divine announcement, and it has as it’s intention 
the calling in of the sheep (the ‘chosen’).  So here’s Paul in Corinth, desperately 
rejected.  He’s preaching the Gospel and very little is happening.  Hardly any-
body is being saved and God is saying to him, “Paul, be of good courage.  Get 
on with the Gospel work. I have many people in this city!” (Acts 19:9-10)
Paul, the courage coming back in him, goes out and preaches because God 
Himself reminded him of the Doctrine of Election!  He then knew that there were 
many ‘sheep’ in the City who when they heard the Word of Christ’s call, they 
would come to the Shepherd who died specifically for them.  Therefore the Doc-
trine of Election sent him out to Gospel preaching.

If you don’t believe the Doctrine of Election you’ll turn your back on evangelism 
very soon.  If one considers oneself a Calvinist, but does not go out to evangel-
ise, then that one is not a Biblical Calvinist.  Whenever you understand the Doc-
trine of Election you must then go to the work of evangelism.

Who does God save?  God saves whom He chooses!
So who does He mostly choose? Verses 26, 27, 28.  “As you consider your call-
ing brothers and sisters, you find that not many of you were wise according to 
worldly (or academic) standards”, says Paul.  26 For consider your calling, broth-
ers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, …  Not many in-
tellectuals in Christ’s church.  A few but not many!  If a church were composed, 
very substantially, of ‘the wise’ it would be a contradiction of the expectations of 
this passage.  26 … not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  Not 
many influential in that church.  “How nice it would be,” some people think, ”if we 

2 http://makingdisciples.net/blog/feeding-sheep-or-amusing-goats/  /

http://makingdisciples.net/blog/feeding-sheep-or-amusing-goats/


could have people of influence in their church –  who could ‘pull all sorts of 
strings’.”  But there aren’t many of those.   And there aren’t many nobles –  
people of exalted birth.
“God usually chooses,” says the Apostle, “Quite unpromising material.  From the 
world’s point of view.”  
Look who God chooses, verse 27:  27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise;  To confound the wise!  Here is a man with all his intellect, 
who’s climbed all the intellectual ladders, who still does not know God.  Therefore
does not know himself; the universe; ultimately knows nothing!3

Here’s an ordinary person, whose been called by the Gospel.  Has taken God at 
His Word and entered into union with Christ.  He knows God; knows himself; 
knows the world and is in fact far, far wiser, than the world’s wisest.  The result:  
the wise are confounded, especially in what is important.  Their immortal soul!  
And, especially by evangelism!  And more especially by Biblical evangelism.

Continuing with verse 27: 27 … God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong;   Here, might be, in a little house, with nothing but a gas ring, a dimin-
utive widow.  Frightened by the world, but in communion with God.  At the same 
time there are the economic bullies, drug pushers, and other shady characters, 
oppressing and getting away with what ever they want.  Occasionally God saves 
one of these, but this is very very rare.  Few of the world’s bullies come to Christ. 
Yet the people that they ‘right off’ and consider as worthless – as nothing, are the
very ones on who God has shown His favour and has brought them into the joy 
of fellowship with Himself. 

In addition:  28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, …  The church is composed, mainly, of those who are low born.  The 
despised and the nothings –  things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, …  Things that don’t count for much, in the world.  But they count for much 
to God!  He loved them everlastingly and sent His Son to bleed and die for them. 
He raised Him from the dead, for them.  Sending His Spirit into their hearts, so 
that He walks with them.  The unveiled presence of Almighty God is with them in 
their homes.  The presence of the Living God is in their hearts!  Because He 

3  See ‘Limit of intellect’ diagrams.
And consider the limitation on a scientist, like Ernest Rutherford, who apparently not having a full understanding of the creation of
the universe by God – found in God’s Maker’s manual, the Bible.  Finding that there was a time-predictable ‘natural radioactive 
decay’ of Uranium-328, through multiple stages of various unstable isotopes into stable Lead-206 had no choice but to conclude 
that the only source of Lead-206 in a rock sample originated from the Uranium-238 there. The proportion of these isotopes, to-
gether in close proximity, providing a basis for calculation of the age of the rock. This blind-sided view of Creation being infal-
libly repeated in Physics texts.  With the result that universally, ‘unbelieving’  scientists, consistently use this method of dating the 
‘age’ of the earth.  The missing alternative explanation –  untenable to the pagan –  is that when God created in the beginning, 
everything: He was free to create all the isotopes of all the elements in whatever proportion He chose – as He seems to have with 
at least one (Lead-204) of the other three Isotopes of Lead that are stable.  Clearly then, the current assumptions and calculations 
of the age of ancient rocks is valueless in determining the age of the earth.

Further, some more recent texts accept that not all the deposits of Lead-208; Lead-207; and of Lead-206 are the result of radioact-
ive decay (so called ‘daughter products’).  But could have been formed during earlier supernovae.  Why not by God?  The whole 
of the fabric of speculative (not based on experimental Applied Physics, but on meta-physics) cosmology is seeking to explain cre-
ation with the prima facie assumption that there is no God!  It doesn’t have to be this hard!

And at the end of all that speculation, they come to the ‘big bang’.  Based on mathematical models for which the ‘big bang’ is code
for a ‘singularity’ in the model.   Meaning that further extrapolation of the model, back in time, is outside the relevance of the 
model and so is meaningless.   So we might ask. “What then?”  Will they finally have to accept that there is something else?  God?
Why not then:  God as a first resort –  the almighty Creator.  Rather than a grudging ‘last resort’!



dwells with the lowly and the contrite.

That’s who God saves.  Marvellous truth, this is!  

[2421]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 

Next week we consider the question:  Why did God save in that way?
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1 Corinthians 1:17-31

The Ways of God in Saving His People  -  Pt 3
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 1:27 
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

.
Over the previous two weeks that we have been examining this passage we have had 
the answer to two questions:  How does God save? – finding that he does this through 
Gospel preaching and Calling by the Spirit.  And then who does God save? –  He 
saves whom He chooses!

Now we close this three part exposition asking this third question: Why does God save 
in this way?

3.  We have found:  How does God save?  By Preaching and Calling.
Who does He save?  Those whom He has chosen to save.  He sends the Gos-
pel to them.   He calls them inwardly.  He brings them into union with Christ. 
Now why did He save in that way?

Consider –  if God saved by Baptism, then Heaven would be filled with people 
talking about their Baptism.  Fortunately that won’t be the case; 
–  if God saved through the intellect, like the Greek philosophers would like it to 
be –  and many people today  –  heaven would be filled with people talking about
their intellectual attainments;
–  if God saved through miracles –  and He never did and never will –  heaven 
would be filled with talk about miracles they did or miracles they saw.
Now, people are saved by God in His way, on His terms, without them making a 
contribution.  Salvation is of the Lord!  So heaven is filled with people, talking 
about God and His grace.  “The Lamb is all the Glory in Emmanuel’s land.”4 
That’s why God saves in that way, (verse 29) 29 so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God.  Everybody comes the same way. Salvation is 
100% by God!   The Roman Church says that in return for your response, it can 
guarantee salvation.  It teaches a salvation which depends on your contribution –
and so does Arminianism!   They stand in the world and say that for something 
that you do, I can guarantee salvation.  In return for your response I can guaran-
tee this.  But the Gospel says, that you can contribute nothing.  You are the dust 
of the earth.  You are undone.  Yet God freely invites you, not to make a contribu-
tion, but to come as you are,  wretched and naked and blind, despised and sin-
ful.  To find that everything needed by sinners has been done by Jesus Christ.  
And even the very desire that you have to come to Christ is Spirit given.  The 
very fact that you now continue in the faith is the Spirit’s work.  It’s the Work of a 
Triune God.  Not the work of man.

4  Alternative wording in Hymn 602, The Sands of Time Are Sinking.
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So: 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8,9)
Then Paul in continuing at 1 Corinthians 1:30, says, “Of Him are you “in” Christ 
Jesus!”  Here you are in Christ, this morning.  Christ is made unto your wisdom, 
you’re wise – you know God!  You came to know God through Christ.  Here you 
are in Christ this morning:  you have righteousness credited to your account.  It’s 
the righteousness of Christ that’s put into your account.  Christ is your righteous-
ness.  Here you are this morning, enjoying sanctification:  your life is different 
from what you used to be.  Christ is making it different.  Your union with Christ is 
sanctifying you.  Christ is made unto your sanctification.  Here you are.  You are 
Christ’s this morning: once you were lost and now you’ve been brought (and 
bought) back.  Who bought you?  Christ.  How did he buy you?  By His own 
blood.  Christ is made unto you in redemption.  

But who has placed you in Christ?  30 … of him you are in Christ Jesus, … It’s of 
God!  It’s God who has saved you, Himself.  “So when a man glories,” says the 
Apostle Paul, “he has nothing to glory in, except the Lord.  He can’t say, ‘I’m 
saved today, because I did this, this or this – ‘.  He can’t put his fingers behind 
his lapel, puff out his chest and boast.  About anything at all!  He has to acknow-
ledge that he is: “A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy I sing;” (Hymn 109)
He who boasts, let him boast in the Lord.

So to review:  we find how God saves –  by Gospel preaching and ‘calling’; God saves 
His elect;  God saves them in this way, so that He will receive all the glory.  And so, all 
evangelism is for the glory of God.  Evangelism, it follows, is always an act of worship. 
Evangelism must be God centred and if it ceases to be God centred, it is no longer 
Biblical Evangelism.

Now we close with a few final comments and application:
This teaching means that we can do away with the spirit of fear, in evangelism.  There 
are people today who know that ’modernism’ has got right into the schools.  And the 
average ‘man in the street’ thinks that the Bible is unreliable. They have the idea that 
somehow science has exploded belief in the Bible.  He sits at his television and all he 
sees in the name of religion, is false teaching.   Or he might see a great parade and 
spectacle extolling the current spirit of the anti-Christ – one Pope or another.  All cap-
turing his attention and persuading him of their various values and merits.  Which are 
all false.

We see tremendous opposition to the Gospel.  Atheism is well on the march.  Human-
ism is the motivation of all politics.  While the Gospel is being perverted by many who 
speak in the Name of Christ.  By the cults, the ecumenical movement and by the so 
called newer evangelical movement.

God’s people are seeing all this and asking, “How ever can we do evangelism?”  The 
situation seems to them to be utterly hopeless.  They look out on the Nation:  they see 



how the Lord’s Name is despised; divorce is almost a hobby for some people;  they 
see how moral law is forsaken; national and international tensions are cascading; 
every step seems to be a step backward.  Many Christians have their hearts right 
down in their boots and they keep wondering, “What ever can they do?”

So they do a number of things:  many Christians become cheer cynics – fatalists, 
“There’s nothing we can do!  No point in it all.  It’s beyond us. It’s the great unleashing 
of evil.  What can we do?”  
We can have no patience with that.  It’s not Biblical.  Certainly the Bible predicts a 
great unleashing of evil (2 Thessalonians 2), but this does no provide justification for 
just throwing ourselves down and to say, “The situation’s just too far gone.”

Then there has been the revival of the ‘old pietism’,  where they draw together in their 
close cloistered groups and have a joyous series of ‘happenings’ and festivals.  Just 
for ‘them and theirs’ and completely forgo getting on with the ‘work’ and keep every-
body very, very cosy indeed. Even a big section of the Charismatic Movement encour-
ages this defensive approach.  Lets all keep together and keep safe and happy.  The 
world is too hard.  Don’t just think about it, we’ll all get together and ‘rejoice in the 
Lord’.  Meanwhile the world goes to hell!

Some people spend all their time buying books and spending all their leisure time 
reading what the great puritans wrote.  It does their minds good.  But if it’s the only 
thing they ever do, then its futile.

Then there are many others who believe ‘mass evangelism’ is the answer.  “I’m too 
small.  I’m too insignificant.  Our church is too small it can never do anything!  We must
tackle this problem –  this massive problem -  on a massive scale.”  So they import a 
team and everything seems to go well for a week or two.  Big crowds.  Everyone’s talk-
ing about it.  They don’t worry about the fact that very many of the ‘converts’ don’t 
show any signs of a ‘new life’.  All the helpers that have used up all that energy in be-
ing the ‘support team’, as likely as not, retire into the shadows until the next big event 
comes along.  

The point being made is that the average Christian today, because we haven’t under-
stood 1 Corinthians 1, believes that evangelism has nothing to do with him.  Instead 
they hide behind:  “I can’t understand the times.  Opposition is so great, I just can’t do 
evangelism on the scale that the situation demands.”  So there is a ‘spirit of fear’ 
abroad.

Years ago there was a boy with five stones who faced a giant.  The giant sneered at 
him.  He looked at what the boy brought and sneered, “You’ll never get anywhere like 
that!”  If David had come out to the giant with his own armour on and the usual 
weapons.  In order to meet Goliath – on his terms – David would have lost!  But David 
came with nothing but his trust in God and able to exercise the skills that he was good 
at.

The church is not required to fight the world, or the situation, on the world’s terms.  
What is required is to be trusting in God and knowing that there will be no success un-



less God blesses the action.  And then to only concentrate on what it is good at.  The 
only thing the church is good at is Gospel preaching.  It’s not good at anything else!

So when God blessed that stone and guided it’s trajectory the ‘giant’ is felled.

That’s the way it has to be with evangelism:  we’ve got to go out with the Gospel mes-
sage.  Nothing more!  And certainly nothing less!  We’re living in a day when various 
people have added all sorts of things.  And they set the Gospel apart and leave it over-
looked.  That’s why they get nowhere.  We’re to go out with the Gospel with but one or 
two ‘stones’ in our sling.  Making our ‘pitch’ we will be surprised how God will bring 
forth the harvest many times over.

There are many things that can be preached (verse 17) but we don’t go into the world 
to preach baptism, for example, to them.  It is true that the church baptises, – repent 
and be baptised – but we don’t go preaching baptism (as such) as a means of salva-
tion.  We go into the world believing in the election and sovereignty of God.  We go into
the world, not calling on men and women to be saved  –  since this carries the implica-
tion that it is up to them to do something to save themselves – but with the plain un-
adorned Gospel declaring the cross of Christ (verse 17) and Christ crucified (verse 23).
That’s how God’s people get saved.

We can do without mass evangelism.  It’s terrible psychology which lies behind it.  
Along comes a heralded evangelist, who bears no resemblance to whom we will study 
a little further on in the letter to the Corinthians, where we see Paul in ‘fear and trem-
bling and weakness’.  Along comes this ‘bouncing’, super-powered personality, with his
jokes – his TV-show approach.  The ‘big name’.  The advertising.  The choirs and all 
the music.  (Music is not used in Scripture with evangelism –  only used in the ‘Con-
gregation of His people’ principally for His praise.) 

The evangelist, comes with his “with it” message which is robbed of all its vital ingredi-
ents.  He doesn’t preach the nature of God –  seldom His Law.  He preaches Christ – 
but used as a code word.  There’s not much content regarding the Person and Work of
Christ.  Then he teaches the people that there is some relationship between walking 
towards him (the ‘altar call’) and walking to be near Christ!  
Upholding that which appeals to humans, he disappears to the next ‘showground’, 
leaving the local churches to pick up the pieces.

We’d be better off without that.  What would be far better would be that individual 
Christians would understand the Gospel and not hide it behind all sorts of humanly ap-
pealing things.  Give out the Gospel.  Don’t pervert it.  It’s centre is the Cross.  The 
Cross of Christ!  Give out the Gospel.  And if Paul is right, then people will be saved.

Our real need is for people to simply go out with the good seed of the Word of God and
plant it.  Some of it the birds will it snatch away, straight away!  But we won’t ‘break our
hearts’ over that.  Jesus didn’t tell us otherwise.  For some of it there will be a re-
sponse that will immediately die out.  We won’t break our hearts over that either.  
Some people will look like enduring Christians, then something else will become bigger
in their life –  maybe years later – and they too will opt out of the Christian faith.  We 



won’t even break our hearts over that.  Though it is terribly sad.  However wherever 
the Word is sown, some genuine ‘corn’ grows.  Some only bears 30 fold, while some 
60 fold, and then some 100 fold!

Whenever the Gospel is preached people are saved.  And wherever some are saved, 
some of them become exemplary Christians.  It’s there, on the promises of God, that 
we rest our hope.

[2179]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 



Delivered Sunday   20  th     June  ,   202  1  

1 Corinthians 2:1-16

The Gospel, Its Simplicity, … 
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 2:5
5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Today we continue with our exposition of Paul’s first recorded letter to the local church 
he had founded in the large city and port of Corinth.  Originally a Roman colony on a 
peninsular of Greece, which by Paul’s time had become cosmopolitan.  Today and for 
the next two weeks we will be concerned with Chapter 2.

Chapter two is closely related to Chapter one, so we will revise what we have found so
far:  This letter is from an Apostle and as such it carries the authority of the Word of 
God.  It’s not to be trifled with.  It’s a letter to a church where Paul saw a great deal to 
encourage him.  So he thanked God for it in the first Chapter.  But it’s also a letter to a 
church where there was a great deal that was wrong.   There were a great number of 
serious defects in the church at Corinth, so Paul, writes this letter to correct these de-
fects.

The letter is intended to put wrongs – right!  The first being the question of cliques in 
the church.  There were some people in the church who belonged more to certain 
people than to others.  So Paul explains that we must accept everybody who is “in” 
Christ on the basis:  that they are “in” Christ.  Thus accepting them all equally.  There is
to be no other basis of acceptance in the Christian Church.  Are you – and you …  in 
Christ?  Then we embrace you all as fellow Christians.  There are none of you who are
more special than others.

Then he asks the question:  “How is it that anybody is ‘in’ Christ?  How is it that he has 
become a Christian?”  That’s what we looked at last time.  How does God save 
people?  We found that there are two answers:  God saves people by preaching and 
by calling.  No other way.  They hear the message and the message becomes power-
ful in their own hearts and consciences and minds.  They hear the outward call and ex-
perience the inward call.  That’s how God saves.

But who does He save?  God is God.  He is answerable to nobody.  He saves whom 
He pleases!  And why does God save this way?  Why does God bring people into the 
benefits of all that Christ did for them, this way?  He does it in this way, because in this 
way, He receives all the glory and men and women don’t!

So now at Chapter 2 we are to find what Paul has to say next:  We shall see that this is
a Chapter of very great importance.  Dr Lloyd Jones, calls this the most important 
Chapter in the Bible.  Almost every defect in the Christian Church, would never have 
arisen if this chapter were understood and lived by.  And even now most of the defects 
in the Christian Church, that now are apparent, would be put right if this chapter were 
to be understood and lived by!
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The chapter can be divided into three:  the first five verses – ‘simplicity’; six to thirteen 
– ‘profundity’ (the opposite of simplicity); and 14 to the end –  ‘implications’ (the truths 
that Paul explains, have certain applications for the world, and thus have relevant im-
plications for the way we live).

• Simplicity, verses 1-5:  here Paul simply tells us that what he’s been talking 
about, he practised himself.  In other words, in the first five verses Paul is saying 
to you, “All that I’ve been saying so far, about how God saves people, was 
demonstrated by my first visit to Corinth.”  Paul is saying, “I haven’t laid down for 
you just a series of doctrines of how people are saved and made an exception of
myself.  I’m a living example of these things I’ve been talking about!   I’ve ex-
plained to you that people are saved by preaching and calling.  It’s in accord with
those truths and principles that I came to Corinth and behaved as I did.”

In the first two verses he talks about the ‘message’ he preached in Corinth.  This 
is what he says:  Verse 1,  “When I came to Corinth I didn’t come with a beauti-
fully fashioned discourse.  Wonderfully put together.  I didn’t come to you with 
lofty words and rhetoric.  I didn’t speak so magnificently, that as you heard me 
preach, you all said, ‘Augh’.  As if you had never heard anything so remarkable 
and wonderful.  I didn’t come to you with excellency of speech; excellency of wis-
dom –  in other words I didn’t marshal all my facts together in a marvellously and 
beautiful way.  I didn’t come with persuasion – or salesman-like tactics.  That’s 
not how I came to Corinth.”

How did you come then, Paul?  Verse 2:  “I came, simply proclaiming – the verb5 
in Greek used means, ‘as a herald’.   I simply came to Corinth as a man who had
an announcement!  A declaration.  To herald something.  What I heralded was 
the testimony of God.  And with my message I excluded everything from the 
message except that great central truth. The central truth that I preach is: Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.  I arrived in Corinth without any beautiful language.  I 
simply announced to you who Jesus Christ is and what God has done through 
Him.  A simple statement of the truth.  That was my message!”

Today you may notice that people tend to think that you have to modify the mes-
sage to get it accepted.  Often we hear the argument that the Twenty First Cen-
tury man is very sophisticated –  therefore you must modify the message and 
‘dress it up’ in such a way that it will be accepted today.  Paul knew nothing of 
those sorts of tactics.  He knew nothing at all of dressing a message up in the 
sort of clothes that people would accept.  He came with an open statement of the
truth.  He rejected everything except this great centrality – which is Christ and 
His crucifixion.  Who Jesus Christ is and what He has done at the Cross.  This is 
what he declared.

“Very well”, says somebody, “but perhaps there was something about Paul’s 
manner which made his message powerful.”
In verses 3 & 4 we can ascertain what his manner was:  He tells us there was 
nothing about his manner, which in any way commended him!  In fact it has been
written that:  ‘He was a short man, bald headed with a hooked nose.  He had a 

5  This verb is in verse 1, but is applied to the action taken in verse 2.



horrible inflammation of the eyes – an ophthalmia – which made him repulsive to 
look at!’

So this is the man who arrives in Corinth who says in verse 3: 3 And I was with 
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, … 
We know – from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 18:9-11) –  that when he arrived in
Corinth he was very downhearted.  When he arrived in Corinth he didn’t feel up 
to the great task that was ahead of him.  He felt like giving up.  Here in verse 
three we are told what he was feeling as he preached.  J B Phillips has para-
phrased Paul’s words as:  “I was feeling far from strong.  I was nervous and 
rather shaky.”   Of course he was.  He knew everything that we know of human 
fear.  

But he knew better than anyone of the fear of God and the immense responsibil-
ity that is on a Gospel messenger.  There was nothing about his manner to com-
mend the message.  No syllogistic6 proofs; no clever persuasion tactics.  It was 
completely unadorned and unvarnished.  No little stories or little jokes – one 
wonders what there may have been in the way of homiletics7 (the supposed skill 
of preaching).
No:  he came with a statement of the truth and there was nothing about his man-
ner to give the impression that a great new personality had arrived in Corinth.

How was it then that people were saved?   Well he tells us verse 4: 4 and my 
speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power, …  There was nothing about the form of the 
message to impress.  There was nothing about the manner of the man to im-
press!  Paul knew therefore that if the Spirit of God didn’t take hold of the mes-
sage and make it effectual, in the lives of his hearers, nothing would come of his 
preaching.  He didn’t depend therefore on his powers of eloquence.  He didn’t 
depend on his powers of persuasion.  He didn’t depend on the emotional pres-
sure that it is possible to put upon an audience.  He depended entirely on the 
work of the Spirit of God.  To change the hearts and the character of his hearers.

That’s exactly how he went to Thessalonica, later, where we read: 5 because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction. (1 Thessalonians 1:5a) 
That’s also how Peter described it in his first letter: … through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, (1 Peter 
1:12)

6  A syllogism (Greek: συλλογισμός, syllogismos, 'conclusion, inference') is a kind of logical argument that applies deductive 
reasoning to arrive at a conclusion based on two or more propositions that are asserted or assumed to be true.
In a form, defined by Aristotle, from the combination of a general statement (the major premise) and a specific statement (the 
minor premise), a conclusion is deduced. For example, knowing that all men are mortal (major premise) and that Socrates is a man
(minor premise), we may validly conclude that Socrates is mortal. Syllogistic arguments are usually represented in a three-line 
form: 
       All people are mortal.
       Socrates is a person.
       Therefore, Socrates is mortal.
The syllogism was at the core of historical deductive reasoning, whereby facts are determined by combining existing statements, 
in contrast to inductive reasoning in which facts are determined by repeated observations.  

7  Homiletics, in religion, is the application of the general principles of rhetoric to the specific art of public preaching. One who 
practices or studies homiletics may be called a homilist, or more colloquially a preacher. 
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Why did Paul adopt this procedure?  (Verse 5)  There was his message and 
there was his manner.  But what was his motive?  Why did he chose the simple 
approach?  The word ‘that’ at the beginning of the verse, is one of many Greek 
words that we translate as ‘that’.  But it carries the meaning of motive.  Explain-
ing that he deliberately adopted this approach.  Some may preach simply be-
cause they are incapable of doing anything else.  But Paul was not like that.  He 
had a giant intellect!  One of the greatest intellects – some have said, “The 
greatest that the world has ever seen!”  

So why did a man with a Rabbinic training, who was the product of the top reli-
gious and learning institutions.  Who had the equivalent of all the modern aca-
demic investitures.  Who could ‘out argue’ anybody and hold his own with any 
philosopher.  Why did he come so simply –  without dressing it up?  Merely an-
nouncing it simply, without any personal effects or embellishments.
Well he tells us:  5  that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.  He’s saying, in effect, that he wanted to ‘ground’ them in divine 
power.  Making them independent of human wisdom.  Or even more simply like 
this:  If the only reason that you believe the Christian Gospel is because of a 
clever argument.  Then for the remainder of your life, you’re at the mercy of any-
body, who can come along with a cleverer argument.  But that’s not the way we 
come to believe the Gospel.

By ‘nature’ we are blind!  (We’re ‘dead’ as well, but we’ll keep with the metaphor 
of being blind.)  However we believe in the beauty of the sunset, not because 
someone sat down beside us and with the most technical, marvellous and elo-
quent persuasion, persuaded us, by words alone, that the sunset was beautiful.  
We believe in the beauty of the sunset, because our eyes are open to see it for 
ourselves.  And therefore we’re not at the mercy of any cleverer argument.

When the Gospel came to us it came with divine power and the Word of the Gos-
pel in all its simplicity worked a miracle in our nature.  When you heard the Gos-
pel and became a Christian.  The Gospel changed your nature.  It opened your 
‘eyes’ (of spiritual discernment).  It gave you the ‘new birth’.  It made you a new 
creature.  It brought you into a new world.  You came to ‘see’ things that you 
couldn’t ‘see’ before.  You entered into a Spiritual dimension.  This miracle was 
brought about by the Word.  18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.   (James 1:18)

That’s how the church in Corinth was founded.  That’s how the Christians in Cor-
inth, became Christians.  That’s how everybody who is a true Christian becomes 
a Christian.  They hear the Word of the Gospel, which God’s Spirit uses to 
change their very natures.  To regenerate then –  making them ‘new creatures’.   
Now if that is the way, that people become Christians.  It’s folly, isn’t it?  To adopt 
any other method, when we are trying to ‘win’ the ‘lost’!  The whole Biblical and 
Apostolic method is simplicity:  Christ and Him crucified, announced without ef-
fects.  Trusting the Spirit of God, and Him alone, to effect the saving results in the
lives of the people who hear.



So Paul is saying what he said last week, “People are saved by preaching and 
by calling.”  He’s saying that he didn’t depart from those principles when he came
to Corinth, but that those were the very principles that he adopted.  It was by that
very evangelism they were saved.  Their faith didn’t stand (rest) in the wisdom of 
men, but they were saved by a display of the power of God!

Next week we will continue to work through this passage, with verses 6-13, when we 
will add to our title “The Gospel, Its Simplicity, Profundity … “

[2177]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 



D  elivered   Sunday     27  rd     June  ,     202  1  

1 Corinthians 2:1-16

The Gospel, Its Simplicity, Profundity … 
per S Olyott

1 Corinthians 2:10
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. 

Last week we commenced the 3-week series of sermons on 1 Corinthians chapter 2, 
with the title “The Gospel, It’s Simplicity, … “.  Today we expand that title to include (Its)
“Profundity”.  Yes! Simplicity and Profundity are –  opposites!

The point?  Last week we concentrated on how the declaration of the ‘message’ of the 
Gospel was to be made.  Simply, without adornment!  Because unconverted people 
cannot discern Spiritual things, until the Spirit and the Word acting together bring about
(at God’s discretion) the ‘new birth’.  The Gospel is to be declared simply.  Allowing 
God’s Spirit to work the miracle of conversion to the point where spiritual discernment 
becomes possible for the new Christian.

It is then that the Gospel’s ‘profundity’ becomes apparent and it becomes necessary to 
pursue this aspect in detail:

• Profundity.  Verses 6-13:
When people hear the things that we have said regarding the first 5 verses under
the heading of Simplicity of the Gospel message, they have a problem.  They ask
if we are saying that the Gospel owes nothing to human wisdom for its progress?
That is exactly what we have read in the Scripture!  In fact wherever it is 
preached, by and large, its message is despised by the wisdom and logic of the 
typical person.  In addition, Gospel preachers are despised.  People belittle 
them.  That is, they are looked down upon.  That is, these preachers are con-
sidered inferior to people in general.

But that doesn’t mean that the Gospel is contemptible.  It doesn’t mean that the 
Gospel, that we preach in this way, is childish.  It doesn’t mean to say that the 
Gospel is simple in the sense that it is only for simpletons.  The message of the 
Gospel is profound!  The message of the Gospel is mind stretching. The mes-
sage of the Gospel is awesome, because the message of the Gospel, is the wis-
dom of God!

One of the greatest ‘minds’ that ever lived (besides the Apostle Paul) was Blaise 
Pascal8.  He shows quite clearly that we come to know Christ, just through the 

8   Philosophy of mathematics:Pascal's major contribution to the philosophy of mathematics came with his De l'Esprit géométrique 
("Of the Geometrical Spirit"), originally written as a preface to a geometry textbook for one of the famous Petites écoles de Port-
Royal ("Little Schools of Port-Royal"). The work was unpublished until over a century after his death. Here, Pascal looked into the
issue of discovering truths, arguing that the ideal of such a method would be to found all propositions on already established 
truths. At the same time, however, he claimed this was impossible because such established truths would require other truths to 
back them up—first principles, therefore, cannot be reached. Based on this, Pascal argued that the procedure used in geometry 
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Word of the Gospel, as the Holy Spirit  regenerates our hearts.  That’s how we 
enter into the spiritual dimension.  But once we are in the spiritual dimension:  we
devote all our faculties and all our intellect – all our mind – to understanding and 
exploring this new world in which we now find ourselves.  But we don’t get into 
that new world through academic or intellectual attainment.  We get into that new
world by the ‘new birth’.  But once we are in that new world and our minds and 
everything else are now enlightened by the Word of God and the Spirit of God, 
all our faculties are now engaged in exploring the ‘breadth and the length the 
height and the depth9’ (Eph 3:18) and in trying to attain the ‘love of Christ which 
passes knowledge’ (Eph 3:19) that the Scriptures provide. 

That’s precisely what Paul is saying here in verse 6: 6 Yet among the mature we 
do impart wisdom, If we recognise what is demonstrated in the Christian life, we 
realise what Paul is getting at:  Christians –  who are ‘growing in the faith’ – sit 
down together and begin to talk about some of the doctrines that are found in the
Bible.  Then as time passes it can be noticed that the talk is about concepts that 
are so large that one feels that the mind is about to burst, in the attempt to un-
derstand it.  Take the doctrine of the Trinity:  so simply stated in the Scripture –  
there are three that are God, but there is only one God!  One can sit down and 
explore  – using one’s mind during all the hours that are left of one’s life – that 
concept, and never plumb its depth or reach its height!

You can state it simply and you enter into the belief –  a true belief, a ‘heart’ belief
– in the Trinity when you are born again.  But you can never fully explore that 
great doctrine.

Similarly the doctrine of the ‘natures of Christ’:  That He is truly man and fully 
God.  His manhood is not diminished, nor is His Godhood!  Yet He in His hypo-
static Union is but one Person.  Try to explore this immense truth!  It’s impossible
for the human mind.  So we can never talk about ‘the Simple Gospel’.  The Gos-
pel has to be preached simply –  but don’t talk about it as a simple Gospel.  
Rather it is profound, because it is the wisdom of God!

Back to verse 6:  6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not
a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  
“Here is one of the world’s great”, says Paul, “but you try to talk to him about the 
Spirit of God.  The things of the Word of God.  And although he’s the worlds 
greatest intellect, he’s not even in the ‘First Form’, when it comes to speaking 
about the Spirit of God.  Because he has not entered into the spiritual dimension.
He can only think in the ‘natural dimension’.  He can’t yet apply his mind with all 

was as perfect as possible, with certain principles assumed and other propositions developed from them. Nevertheless, there was 
no way to know the assumed principles to be true. |…
In De l'Art de persuader ("On the Art of Persuasion"), Pascal looked deeper into geometry's axiomatic method, specifically the 
question of how people come to be convinced of the axioms upon which later conclusions are based. Pascal agreed with Mon-
taigne that achieving certainty in these axioms and conclusions through human methods is impossible. He asserted that these 
principles can be grasped only through intuition, and that this fact underscored the necessity for submission to God in search-
ing out truths. 

9  Ephesians 3:  16that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye may be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in the inward man; 17that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18may be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love 
of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God. 



its faculties, because he’s in the ‘dark’ as it were.  It’s an unenlightened mind!   
He can’t talk about spiritual things.  And although he’s the greatest ‘brain’ the 
world has ever seen, this boy, this girl, this truly ‘born again’ person who now 
lives in the spiritual world, now has more understanding and belief than an unen-
lightened person. At the end of their world, all that person stands for will come to 
nothing.  While the believing person will be known as truly wise.”

Verse 7:  7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God de-
creed before the ages for our glory.  There are secrets that are impossible for 
man to penetrate.  Before the world was made God had decided to do certain 
things.   He revealed it little by little until it is perfectly revealed in the Gospel.  
God decided before the world was made to bring certain people to glory.  It’s 
contained in the Scriptures!  When we are ‘born again’, we begin to understand it
and spend the rest of our years talking about the Gospel and its implications and 
wonderment.  “That’s what I’m talking about”, says Paul.

“But (verse 8), which none of the Princes of the earth knew!   The greatest 
brains.  The world’s greats never penetrated into this mystery.  If they had even 
just begun to penetrate it, they never would have crucified the Lord of Glory.  The
very fact that ordinary men and women aren’t in the spiritual dimension, is 
proved by the cross.  They took God Himself, in the Person of Jesus Christ – the 
Lord of Glory.  They treated Him like a common crook!  Nailed Him to a Cross.  
That’s the truth.  The greatest Truth that the world’s greatest have never under-
stood.

Spiritual things.  But that is not to say that spiritual things are contemptible or 
childish.  All that it shows is that man in his ‘natural state’ can’t enter in there 
without the spiritual miracle, which is brought about by the Spirit of God.

“You see”, says Paul verse 9, “God’s truths are beyond human sense.  Beyond 
human comprehension.  An unconverted man can’t even guess what God is do-
ing for His people.  Man’s eyes have never seen it. His heart has never known it. 
It’s never, ever entered into his conception.”

“But we’re not like that -  verse 10 – “God has revealed them unto us, by His 
Spirit!”   We understand that the Gospel is true.  We understand that God is true 
– the God of Scripture.  We understand a little of God’s eternal purpose and how 
it is working out in history and that we are going to be taken to glory.  How the 
Cross is the very centre of History.  How redemption was secured there.  How 
God makes that redemption personal to us in our experience.  We understand!  
It’s been revealed to us.  Our eyes have been opened.  We can see the ‘sunset’ 
for ourselves10 – by the Spirit.

You see, Paul is back to what we mentioned, a little while back.  Effectual Call-
ing!  You hear the Gospel; the Spirit Works through the Gospel; and enlightens 
your mind, about the knowledge of Christ.   The scales are taken from your eyes.
You “see” it!  You have an understanding of it.  You believe it.  You take it to your-
self, by trusting it wholly.  You rely on it.  You know it, because of the Work of the 

10  An earlier analogy mentioned last week.



Spirit of God.

That’s exactly what our Lord Jesus Christ said. 21 … “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and under-
standing and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gra-
cious will.” (Luke 10:21)   And he also said: 3 … “Truly, I say to you, unless you 
turn (be converted)11 and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven. (Matthew 18:3,4)  And again:  speaking to the Pharisee 
Nicodemus – 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” … “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. … (John
3:3-8)

There is such a thing as ‘spiritual enlightenment!  Unless you have that spiritual 
enlightenment you can’t ‘see’ anything in the spiritual world.  Without that spir-
itual birth, you can’t enter into the spiritual dimension.  It’s not that other people 
are ‘thick’ and Christians are brilliant.  It’s that others are in the ‘dark’ while Chris-
tians have been enlightened.  Others are blind, but by the Spirit of God we’ve 
been made to see.  That’s why, of course, there is no just cause for pride in the 
Christian life.  I don’t see because I’ve got some superior faculty in my mind 
which enables me to ‘see’ things that lesser mortals can’t see.  I see because the
Spirit of God has operated in my mind and will.  That’s why there is so much 
hope in the Gospel, because entering into the benefits of the Gospel, doesn’t de-
pend on a man’s power to ‘see’.  It depends on God’s power to give!  God gives
spiritual enlightenment to all sorts of people, but mostly to the people that the 
world has written-off as nothing.

So it is clear, verse 10, 10 …  For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God.  Nothing is impenetrable to the Spirit of God and it is that Spirit which 
has enlightened our spirit.  He tells us in verse 11, that just as the mind of a man 
knows a man from the inside  – outsiders can only guess what’s going on in your 
mind at any given time –  so the Spirit of God knows God on the inside.  There-
fore when the Spirit works on your life, you come to ‘know’ God.  It’s this Spirit 
(verse 12) – not the spirit which is in the world – which God has given to us.  We 
don’t fit into to the categories of worldly wisdom.  We’ve entered into a com-
pletely different dimension.  Where we can see clearly and understand, because 
it is the Spirit who knows the ‘mind of God’ who’s working in our minds and has 
enlightened our understanding.

That’s why we are able to talk about the things we’ve experienced (verse 13).  
The very same Spirit who has enlightened us, is the Spirit which gives us the 
words to preach Christ.  Comparing spiritual things with spiritual. Where the 
Greek has the sense of: combining spiritual words, with our spiritual ideas.  So 

11 Greek:  στραφῆτε.  This verb, in this form  (and a similar one at John 12:40) are both translated by the ESV as ‘turn’.  In each 
case the use of the particular form is unique to the respective verse in the New Testament.  There are other forms (21 in the NT) of 
the common form of this verb, στρέφω  but these two are the only ones that are in the ‘subjunctive’ mood.  
Thayer's Greek Lexicon:  Gives examples for several of the forms concluding with –  absolutely and tropically, to turn oneself 
namely, from one's course of conduct, i. e. to change one's mind …:Matthew 18:3.  Older translations use the indicative, be con-
verted, in the two subjunctive cases.



that the things that we understand, we are able to talk about.  “The same Spirit 
that enlightens us”, he says, “is the same Spirit who guides my Gospel preach-
ing.”

So by all means talk about the simplicity of Gospel preaching.  But that Gospel is
a Gospel of profundity!  You can’t enter in to the spiritual world without Gospel 
preaching, and the Spirit taking that preaching and working the miracle.  So don’t
‘dress-up’ Gospel preaching.  It all depends on the Word and Spirit.  But once 
you enter into the spiritual world. It is the world of the wisdom of God.  A world 
that even the greatest intellects in the world cannot enter unaided.  Everyone 
who comes.  Comes by the means of the ‘new birth’.

[2078 ]
Pray for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all, that we may 
live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.  
Amen 
Next week we will complete this passage with the third element of the heading:  Implic-

ations.


