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Delivered Sunday   4  th    November 2018
Hebrews 7:1-28

A High Priest Forever  –  Pt 2
per S Olyott

(review last week)

The Apostle has been making it plain that if your going to make useful progress in the 
Christian Life, you must understand what it means for the Lord Jesus Christ  to be your
High Priest.

He has told us that the Lord Jesus Christ is a merciful High Priest that knows what it’s 
like to be human in this world, using these words at the end of chapter 4: 15 For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but one who 
in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

Also several times he has linked the kind of High Priest that Jesus is to the description:
in the order of Melchizedek.

He now sets out  in Chapter 7, to explain why this is important, and why the Old 
Testament dynasty of Levitical priests (in fact the whole of the types and shadows of 
the period of God’s developing revelation of His character and purpose up to these last
days when all is revealed through the Son) are replaced by the perfection that they 
‘pointed’ to.

The Apostle has 2 major and 3 lessor points to make.  He begins by showing that 
Christ’s Priesthood is of a higher order than the priesthood of the Jews in Old 
Testament times, which we covered last week.  We also briefly introduced the second 
major point: the effectiveness of Christ’s Priesthood compared with that of the Levites .

We review this second point and then go on to the 3 brief ones.

• Verses 11-19:  The central point here is that Christ's Priesthood is more effective 
than that of the priesthood of Judaism.1 
The argument goes this way:  The Levitical priesthood, and all the ceremonial 
law –   as detailed in the book, Leviticus –  couldn't bring anything to perfection.  
But Christ in His priestly work – as we are told in verse 19 –  He can do what the 
Levitical priesthood couldn't. 
The basic argument is a simple one: 

We read in Psalm 110 that when the Messiah comes, His priesthood will be of a 

1  11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further 
need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of 
Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well.  13 For the one of whom 
these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar.  14 For it is evident that our Lord
was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.
15 This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the
basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is witnessed of him,

“You are a priest for ever,
    after the order of Melchizedek.”
18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing 
perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.



different order from the priesthood prevailing at the time of David.  Now if the 
Levitical priesthood could do everything for a sinner that was needed to be done,
there would be no need for a new sort of priesthood.  It's simply because the 
Levitical priesthood couldn't really meet the sinners needs, that there had to be a
different sort of priesthood.

Psalm 110 makes it plain that when the Messiah comes He will have a different 
sort of priesthood.  And if there is to be a different sort of priesthood, not only the 
original priesthood, but all the rites and ceremonies and everything else that 
goes with it – as this passage argues – must certainly, one day, disappear – be 
dis-annulled – and be finished with.

That’s the basic argument.  The purpose of the Levitical priesthood, wasn’t to do 
everything for the sinner that was needed to be done:  all that movement of 
priests, those sacrifices and that tabernacle and all those ‘washings’, they were 
just ‘pictures’ to keep alive a better ‘hope’.  So that when at last that ‘better hope’ 
came  –  in which we draw high to God – that Levitical priesthood can safely 
pass away.

So Christ’s priesthood is more effective than the priests of Judaism.  Nobody 
actually ‘drew near’ to God that way.  But we do draw near to God through the 
priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now three brief points:  (It’s a hard chapter –  yet it is a blessed chapter, since  it’s 
application is well worthwhile).

• Verses 20-22:2 
Christ’s priesthood was more firmly established than that of the priests of the 
Jews.  How did a Levitical priest become a priest?  He simply had to be born into
the tribe of Levi and the correct family.  He grew up and when he became 30, he 
entered automatically into his priestly work. When he died, his sons had 
generally taken over.  And so on … .  Not at all dramatic –  they were just born 
into it.  How did Jesus enter into His Priesthood?  He was established in His 
Office by a solemn oath from God. 
“The Lord has sworn
    and will not change his mind,
‘You are a priest for ever.’”
It was in that way that He became the guarantee of a better covenant. So His 
priesthood is more firmly established, than that of the priests of Judaism.

• Now the next of the brief points, verses 23-25:3

2  20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath, 21 but this one was 
made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him:

         “The Lord has sworn
    and will not change his mind,
    ‘You are a priest for ever.’”
22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.

3 23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his 
priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[2] those who draw near to 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
      2.   That is, completely; or at all times 



Christ’s priesthood is of longer duration, than that of the priests of the Jews.  The
Jewish priests, of human necessity, were always dying! There was constant 
change taking place.  First one occupying the position (Office) and then he was 
gone  –  someone else would take his place.  Then he was gone … .  But not so 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s read verse 24 again, this time noting the word 
‘permanently’.
24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever.  
Consider the problem for an Old Testament believer:  one day he goes to his 
usual priest, only to find that he has died.  Constant change of relationship, in the
means of mediation between a believer and God.
“But I offer and preach to you a greater priesthood than that!”, says the Apostle.  
“The priest that I speak of is always, there, because he continues for ever.  He 
never lets you down.  Whatever you’ve done.  However often you come.  There’s
nobody He can’t help.  There’s no time when He is unavailable.  There’s no time 
when He is unsuccessful.  He is able to save to the uttermost, completely, at all 
times.  Seeing He always lives, He is always available to intercede for those who
seek to come to God through Him.

• Then the Apostle rounds off his chapter with the final point.  Verses 26-28.4 
Christ’s priesthood is exactly suited to the sinner's need.   You see, I need a High
Priest.  Not just of superior rank and power, but also one who is holy.  A high 
priest who has to offer up a sacrifice for his own sins, is not really any use to me. 
He can be a ’picture’ of a better high priest, to come, but in and of himself he’s 
not really of use to me.  I need a High Priest who by right can go into the 
presence of God and speak for me there.  I don’t just need a high priest who can 
go into a ‘picture’ (a tabernacle or a temple or a synagogue) of heaven. I need a 
High Priest who is actually in heaven, to bring forth my cause there.

So I need a High Priest who is holy!

But, that high priest must be a man!  Because I’m a man.  I need a High Priest 
who doesn’t speak for Himself, but can and will speak for me.
That means that if He doesn’t have to speak for Himself because He’s already in 
the real ‘Holy of Holies’ by right, then when He does speak for me His 
intercession will avail for me.

“Such a High Priest is the Lord Jesus Christ,”  says the Apostle.  “He’s not a high 
priest like the Levitical Law.  Those high priests were filled with infirmity 
(weakness) and they needed to offer up sacrifices for themselves.  But Christ 
was appointed to His task by divine oath.  And He is appointed to this task 
forever.  He’s dealt with sin, once for all – decisively.  He stands not in a ‘picture’ 
of the presence of God – which was the earthly tabernacle/temple, but He is 
there in the very presence of God – on the throne in Glory.”

Even if all the steps of the argument are not fully clear, the main truth should be ‘crystal

4  26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted 
above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of 
the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, 
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever.



clear’.  Chapter 7 has wonderful truth and assurance.  Because the whole of the Bible 
tells us that God is ‘holy’.  Yet precisely to describe what is holy is impossible for a 
sinner.  God is ‘light’ –  in Him is no darkness at all.  I can’t approach God because I’m 
a sinner.  He is of purer eyes than to see evil, and cannot look at wrong,   (Habakkuk 
1:13).   Darkness will not dwell with Him.  So is there anybody who can approach God 
on my behalf? 

 You can’t do it because you have your own sin.  Even a Levitical priest can’t actually 
approach God on your or my behalf.  He can only act out a ‘picture’ of someone who 
will eventually be able to do it.  Because whoever speaks to God for me, and 
approaches God on my behalf, it no good if he’s a sinner himself.  I must have 
somebody who is holy.  Who is unstained.  I must have somebody who in that respect 
at least, though he is a man (to represent a man) is far removed from the ‘fallen’ nature
of men.

If I’m to have someone to represent me to God, I must have someone who’s already 
elevated to the highest heaven.  And because that Person has to be acceptable to 
God, I must have someone whom God has actually appointed to that task!

In the Lord Jesus Christ I have that Priest that I need.

That’s what the chapter is telling me.

Union with Christ is a wonderful truth.  The life which Jesus lived, in the reckoning of 
God is reckoned to be the life that I lived, because I’m in union with Christ through faith
in Him.  The death that Jesus died:  I am reckoned to have died that death.  So there is
no death for me to die now for my sins.  The resurrection which Jesus rose, I’m already
reckoned to have taken part in that resurrection  (also in His ascension and also into 
His entry into heaven).  Jesus Christ, just by being there, guarantees the acceptance 
of every believer, into heaven; the acceptance of every believer’s prayers; and 
guarantees their final arrival.

Hebrews chapter 7 is a wonderful chapter:  it’s telling me that there will be no 
occasion, when I approach God, that I will be turned away.  There will be no occasion, 
when I approach Christ, that His intercession will be unavailable.  It tells me that there 
will be no day, when I need to live out of fellowship with God.  I can always come, 
because there is always a High Priest there whose intercession is perfect and 
successful.  There is no sin for which I cannot come for mercy and there is no situation
where I cannot come to Him for grace to help.

All that is true because He exercises a superior Priesthood to that of the types and 
shadows of Old Testament days.  When a believer knows that truth  he can live in this 
world in a happy and holy way.  If it were not true we could not live another day.

[1853]

May it please God that all present, through Jesus Christ, shall have life  through 
His Name.



Delivered Sunday 11  th   November 2018
Hebrews 8:1-13

Jesus Christ the Lord:  Mediator of a Better Covenant
per S Olyott

(review so far)5

Now we look at verse 1 of chapter eight.  The footnote reminds us of the oft repeated 
progressive summary of the letter so far.  But in verse 1 we read the beginning of the 
writer’s summary6,  which continues through the first five verses:

Verses 1-5.  “I’ve spent 7 chapters,” he says. “trying to make one point in your 
Christian minds, that we Christian believers have a uniquely superior High Priest.  
Seven chapters to show the greatness of Christ as a High Priest!

In chapter 1 we saw that Christ is greater than all the prophets.  Then, greater than the
angels:  even as the ‘man’ Christ Jesus.  Greater than Moses  –  Moses is but a 
servant of the ‘house’, Christ is the Son.  Greater than Joshua – Joshua couldn’t bring 
the people into the ultimate ‘promised rest’.  But Christ can.  Greater than Aaron – 
Aaron could only offer the ‘shadow’ of things:  blood of bulls and goats that could never
‘take away’ sin.  A greater priest than Aaron because Christ is a High Priest for ever, 
after the order of Melchizedek.

Seven chapters, displaying and parading the greatness of Christ.  He can do for the 
sinner all that needs to be done for the sinner. That is your High Priest.  He’s able to 
save men and women now!  He’s able to save men and women always.  There is no-
One like Christ!  None greater!  1 … we have such a high priest, one who is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,… .  That’s the writer's summary 

5   The Apostle is writing to Jews who have become Christians.  For a number of reasons they are getting tired of the Christian faith.
They were looking over their shoulder, looking back at the Jewish faith, that they had left and although they hadn’t yet done it:  
they were seriously thinking of giving up the Christian faith and returning to Judaism.

Several times the Apostle has bluntly warned them:  if they walk out on what they know to be true, they will be lost.  Because the light
of the glory of God is only seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

If you walk out on the Lord Jesus Christ, knowing Him to be who He is, there is nowhere else for you to go except outer darkness.  
That’s been the repeated theme throughout the first 7 chapters. 

He’s told us that the great priority for all of us is to continue to make progress in the Christian life and to fill your vision with the Lord
Jesus Christ.  You can only do that by exposing yourself to God’s word!   Have we been doing that?

You can only continue to make progress in the Christian Life if you accept that Jesus Christ is your great High Priest.  That when you 
fall you may come to Him for mercy.  And when you need strength you may come to Him for grace to help in your time of need.  
Have you been doing that?

The writer continues to say that if you really want to measure progress in the Christian life, you only have to ask yourself one 
question:  “Do I today have a growing understanding of the Word of God?”   If the answer is, “No”.  Then my heart should be 
distressed.  If the answer is, “Yes”, then we can say before God that we are continuing to make progress.  

Do you have a growing understanding of the Word of God?.  Do you understand things about His Word and Ways, that you didn’t 
understand before?  And grasped other things with a clearer light.   That by ‘understand’ we continue to  mean:  not just filling our 
minds with facts, but loving that truth and seeking to implement it in our living.

6  1Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, 



of the first seven chapters.  

He continues to amplify this: 

(verse 2)  “The priest that we have is One who is on a throne.”  They were thinking of 
going back to Judaism!  No Jewish priest ever sat on a throne.  “Where is His throne?” 
“It’s on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.  He occupies a royal 
position in heaven,”  says the Apostle.

“The priest that I preach to you is One that exercises two offices in the one Person.  
Priest!  King!  He’s not ministering in the earthly ‘shadow’ of the holy place of heaven – 
a tent, a tabernacle on earth, but in the reality of heaven itself.  Not ministering in an 
earthly tent, but in heaven itself.  Not in an earthly tent where the ropes were stretched 
out and the tent pegs were knocked in by men. That’s only a pictorial representation of 
the realities of heaven.  He’s ministering in the dwelling place of God Himself!  Not in 
the earthly ‘picture’, which was intended to convey to our ‘poor’ minds something of the
heavenly truths”.

That’s the High Priest we have.

“Priests”, he says in verse 3, “have to offer something.  Nobody can be a priest unless 
he does offer something.  In heaven, Christ has offered something.”

Verse 4.  “Christ’s Priesthood isn’t exercised here, on earth.  There’s no Christian 
Priesthood on earth.  There’s already priests on the earth at this time that I am writing.”
the Apostles is saying, “who are offering things on earth.  I’m speaking of the glorified 
High Priest who is above.  Whose Priesthood is associated with heaven, not with 
earth.”

The reason being that there where priests on earth belonging to the family of Aaron:  a 
family with which, Christ, the promised Messiah, has nothing to do.

Those priests (verse 5), don’t exercise the real priestly ministry.  Those Aaronic priests 
of the Old Testament, they carried on their ministry in an imperfect, shadowy. ‘pictorial’ 
representation of heaven.  God’s real dwelling place isn’t an earthly tent.  It’s heaven.  
When Moses built the tabernacle he built it according to the ‘pattern’ of heavenly 
realities that he had seen on the ‘mount’.

Our Lord’s ministry isn’t exercised down here.  It’s exercised there.

“The point that I’ve made in the first seven chapters is that we have such a High Priest.
That is the ‘sum’ of what I have said so far,” says the writer.

So we stress for all our minds this morning:  the whole point of the first seven chapters 
of Hebrews is to show to us, as Christians, the surpassing greatness of the Lord Jesus



Christ.  Its only in that context that you can ever see why apostasy is a peril.

Anybody who turns their back on Jesus Christ, inevitably turns from the glorious to the 
shoddy.  From the superior to the inferior.  From the brightness of God’s glory to outer 
darkness.

The real message of the first seven chapters, however is the greatness of Christ.7

 And he wants us to grasp that point, before we move on to the next one.

Are you ready then to continue?

The next point continues through the rest of this chapter and chapter 9.  Having spent 
7 chapters showing the greatness of Jesus – of His Person –  the writer now turns to 
show the greatness of Jesus’ Work.

The summary of the first 7 chapters was in verse 1: we have such a high priest.  A 
summary of this second point is in verse 6: 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry 
that is as much more excellent … .

There is none greater than Christ as to who He is, is concerned.  Now, there is none 
greater than Christ in what He has done.

Christ is greater in His ministry for three reasons:  (We will look at the first today and 
then the others to follow.)

• He’s greater in His ministry from Aaron, because He is the creator of a better 
Covenant.  The Mediator of a better Covenant:  Verses 6 to 13.

We will be guided in following this passage by asking four questions:

1. What is a covenant?
An example is a legal marriage.  You covenant to be man and wife and 
generally the law requires that there be a ‘covenant sign’ usually a ring.  It is a
solemn agreement:  things promised by the one on condition of those 
promises of the other.  A compact.  An agreement.  A contract.
Also there are contracts for the sale and purchase of houses.  Certain money 
is promised provided that certain things are received and done.
That’s what a covenant is.  One party promises to do certain things on 
condition that the other promises and does certain things.

7  For us now to proceed from verse 6 on wards:  do you see that there in heaven there is One who is both God and man.  Two 
distinct Natures yet one Person .forever..  Some reaction of awe and reverence as you consider the wonder of His Person?   One 
who is superior to the highest angel; superior to the godliest of men, who have ever lived.  Who represents His earthly people not 
in an earthly place, but in heaven itself.  Who secures there the perfect acceptance of His people.

Some vision, this morning, in this secularised, TV dominated world of something of the greatness of Christ.  That men and women

may be accepted there and are accepted there, because of Him.  That’s what the Apostle wants to leave in our minds. 



However in the Bible, when a Covenant is used it refers to a one-sided 
agreement.  God conquers His people and he addresses them as the 
conqueror to the conquered.  He dictates the terms.  Which are not open to 
negotiation.  That is the word ‘covenant’ in the Bible.

For instance God made a Covenant with Israel at Mt Sinai.  He chose this 
people.  He redeem this people.  If you like He conquered this people as He 
brought them out of Egypt.  At Sinai He dictated terms: “I will be to you a God,
you to me will be a people, provided you obey everything that I command you.
You must obey my ceremonial Law, Judicial Law, Moral Law.  You must obey 
the words that come through the Prophets.  You must obey the words that 
come through THE prophet –  namely the Messiah.  If you will obey my voice; 
keep my statutes and walk in my ways, I will be to you a God, you will be to 
me a people.  I will bind Myself to you.  God to His people.  His people to their
God.  That was a Covenant at Sinai.

Verse 6 is telling us that through the Lord Jesus Christ a better Covenant –  
established on better promises –  has been contracted.

2. If an old Covenant had been contracted, why was a new Covenant needed?
The answer to that is in verse 7 (and the first few words of verse 8):
If the old Covenant had worked there wouldn’t have been any need to replace
it.  The old Covenant didn’t meet the need of the sinner.  The old Covenant 
didn’t bring sinners into an intimate walk with God, and an intimate enjoyment 
of God.  It didn’t do it!  The fault was not so much with the Covenant  the fault 
was with the sinner.  (verse 8 –  finding fault with them.)   

The Covenant gave them no power to live a godly life.  And it was clear that 
they didn’t live such lives consistently.  God finally rejected them.  As our 
Lord’s Parables often make clear and it is made clear here at the end of verse
9.

If men and women were to know God as their God and if they were to go 
through life experiencing the privileges of a people of God, it was essential 
that a new Covenant be contracted.  Because the old Covenant never brought
them into that relationship.

3. So we ask a third question:  (the answer being in verses 8 and 9 and 13) Was 
such a new Covenant ever promised in Old Testament days? A new Covenant
was needed, but was it ever promised?
“Certainly was”, says the Apostle!
Verses 8 & 9:  “Do you remember what Jeremiah says in his book?”

There was Jeremiah in total despair:  “These people will never walk with God! 
So rebellious.  So backsliding.  So mean. So self-centred. They will never 
walk with God.”

At that moment God gives Jeremiah a ‘Word’: that one day a new Covenant 



will be contracted.(Jeremiah 31:31-34)  A Covenant that will be in marked 
contrast with the old Covenant.8     Verses 9 &10.  Together with verse 13:  
13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

God made it plain to Jeremiah that He was going to make a new Covenant.  
There’s great significance in that word ‘new’.  You can’t have a new one 
without making the existing one old.  God in proclaiming a future new 
Covenant was saying the old one was obsolete.  Before long it would come to 
the end of its days.  It would be replaced.

So the Apostle to his very own Jewish friends, makes it clear that the 
Covenant made with the Jewish Nation wasn’t forever and at last would be 
replaced by a new one.

4. The fourth and final question.  “You’ve mentioned better promises (verse 6).  
So what does the new Covenant promise?
You’ve told us what a Covenant is and why a new one was needed and that a 
new one was promised.  You’ve told us that Jesus Christ is the Mediator of 
this better Covenant.  But what does this new Covenant Promise?
 
You are trying to tell us that Jesus Christ is not only superior in His Person, 
but superior in His Work.  What is superior about the covenant which Jesus 
Christ has established with His people?”

There are a couple of things to say, but the answer is in verses 10, 11 & 12.

If you look at the old Covenant you’ll find that many of the privileges, relate 
only to this life:  prosperity, length of days, National privileges. The promises 
of the new Covenant are totally spiritual.  In the old Covenant –  if you 
examine it closely –  you’ll see that God says, “If you will, I will.”  They couldn’t
enter into any of the blessings of that Covenant, unless they were obedient.

But in the description of the new Covenant in this passage count the number 
of times God, simply says, “I will”.  God doesn’t say in the new Covenant, “If 
you will, I will.”  He says, “I will”.  Because the old Covenant was conditioned 
upon man’s obedience.  The new Covenant is conditioned on the obedience 
of Christ.   I don’t enter into the blessings of the new Covenant by my own 
obedience.  They come to me as a free gift from Christ.  That immediately 
makes it a superior Covenant.

Under the old Covenant I could never enter into its blessings because I could 
never be obedient.  (The whole of the history of mankind from Creation to the 

8     8 For he finds fault with them when he says:
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,
    when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel
    and with the house of Judah,
9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers
    on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant,
    and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.



incarnation of Christ shows that no one –  not even the ‘chosen people’ could 
achieve the level of consistent obedience that the old Covenant demanded.)

In the new Covenant I do enter into its blessings because some One has 
been perfectly obedient.  The Covenant blessings come to me by way of 
‘promise’.  Through the hands of Jesus Christ, who is therefore the mediator 
of this better Covenant.

What are the things that I enter into when I come to Jesus Christ, the great 
Covenant Saviour?  

Look at them there in verses 10 to 12.  I will put my laws into their minds, and 
write them on their hearts, … ,  Threats of punishment never worked in the old
Covenant.  What we humans will to do is what we desire to do.  God writes 
His laws on our hearts, so that these are the things we desire.  We love to 
honour God by being like Him.  His laws show us His nature and we desire to 
show that nature that dwells within us.  This is what Ezekiel was talking about 
when he said our hearts would be changed.9  This is what Jesus called the 
‘new birth’.

and I will be their God,
    and they shall be my people.
11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbour
    and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord’,
for they shall all know me,
    from the least of them to the greatest.
12 For I will be merciful towards their iniquities,
    and I will remember their sins no more.”

That’s why we say that Jesus Christ is as superior in His Work as He is in His 
Person.  He’s the Mediator of a better Covenant.  Jesus Christ has brought 
these  wonderful privileges and we live in the light and the joy of them.

Some hearing, but not yet receiving, these promises may be burdened with a 
guilt that they want to be rid of.  How can they find these things that they most
need as a sinner?  The answer is “in” the Mediator of the better Covenant, 
Jesus Christ.  And they are not so far from Him as they may think.  Being 
‘under the sound of Christ’.  Hearing  and yet not believing the ‘good news’, 
God’s Holy Spirit may yet change their hearts so that they will call out to Him, 
the Covenant Head, and receive pardon and grace to help in this time of 
need.
[2382]

May it please God that all present, through Jesus Christ, shall have life  through 
His Name.

9  Ezekiel 36:26-28.   26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give 
you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then 
you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God 



Delivered Sunday   18  th   November 2018
Hebrews 9:1-14

Priest of a Better Tabernacle
per S Olyott

(review so far)

Through to the end of Chapter 7 of the letter to the Hebrews, the writer (either an 
Apostle or someone under the supervision of an Apostle) has reasoned with and 
begged, the Christian Jews, not to forsake the better and return to the lessor –  their 
previous Judaism.

The better: first of all because the Lord Jesus Christ is superior to all the types and 
symbols of the Old Testament religion –  which have as their essential purpose to 'point
forward' to their fulfilment in Christ.  Christ is better in His Person!

Now, from Chapter 8, the writer tuns to extol the greatness of Christ's work and its 
effectiveness compared with the Old Testament rites and rituals.  Last week we learnt 
that Christ is the better in the Covenant he creates.

Under the Old Testament dispensation, the symbol of the presence of God was the 
Tabernacle –  later to be replaced by the Temple at Jerusalem.  So in Chapter 9 we are
drawn to recognise that Christ is the Priest of a better Tabernacle.

Why go back to that early 'picture':  the objects and the furniture.  The rituals: 
cleansings; sacrifices; burnings of incense: processions; special garments –  when 
they cannot actually give you the access into God's presence which the Lord Jesus 
Christ can, and does, give.

So he looks at the Old Tabernacle and then the Tabernacle where our Lord Jesus 
Christ is.  Looks at the purpose of the Old Tabernacle and contrasts it with the great 
work of Christ.  Showing to us that Christ is that Priest of a better tabernacle.

Follow with me now to see how he makes this argument:

Some claim that the passage, Hebrews 9:1-14, is exceptionally difficult.  It is 
exceptional!  But with the help of the Holy Spirit we shall see that it is not difficult.  It is 
simple, straight-forward and easy to remember.

In verses 1 to 10 he looks at the Old Tabernacle, introduced by God through Moses.  
He sees in that Old Tabernacle six objects.  He has a careful look at that and 
concludes: the old dispensation could never really, bring you into the presence of God.

Then he looks at Jesus Christ, putting before us seven facts about Christ.  Concluding 



that through Christ, we may have access into the very presence of God.10

The six objects mentioned in the tabernacle, though magnificent and imposing in their 
opulence and beauty where none the less spiritually inadequate.  The tabernacle never
actually gave what it appeared to give: it never actually gave access into God's 
presence for the people.

By contrast the seven facts about Christ can have a numerical significance.  'Seven' 
the number of perfection!  In contrast to the inadequate tabernacle, there is the perfect 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gives believers, what the tabernacle looked like it could give, 
but never did:  access into the presence of God.

Christianity is a religion of access!

The whole centre and thrust of the Gospel is access.  You are shown the way in, to the
presence of God. To Know Him.  To approach Him.  To be received by Him.  To be 
accepted by Him.  To be embraced by Him.  To enjoy Him!  

So we are to learn how a sinner may have access into the presence of God.

Verses 1 – 10:  How it was – six objects.  No access, no entry.  (The second part: 
verses 11-14 –  How it is – seven facts.  Access, entry, welcome!)

“Let's go back”, he says, in verse 1, “to the Old Testament’s days.  To the time of the 
First Covenant.  Let's remember what things were like then.  There were all sorts of 
rules –  that God had given for Worship.”   The Apostle was writing to Jews.  They 
knew all about those rules.  All those details in Leviticus!  “Where to stand and what to 
offer  –  how often –  who with –  and how you were to dress.  You could never get it 
right it appears. But they were all God given rules and all that Worship,” the Apostle 
says, verse1, “took place in a what was a worldly sanctuary.”

You could go to the very spot, where the tabernacle – the tent  – had been pitched.  
Where all those rules had to be observed, on that spot.  Until the tabernacle was 
moved on by God's command.

“Well,” he says, verse 2, “God's sanctuary was a tent – a tabernacle11.”   

The KJV of these opening verses seems to suggest there was a first and second 

10 The analysis of numbers in the Scripture may have value in the right context.    In examining context as a necessary part of 
interpreting the raw text as we have it today, we understand that there were styles and practices of literature in other ages which 
were known and understood then.  But which today are not readily followed and understood.   There are many references to the 
significance of numbers in  books like the Revelation, which we need to know about to gain the full understanding of John's vision
as it would have been understood by his originals readers.  Enough to say that the number 'six' can often be associated with failure 
or inadequacy, while the number 'seven' indicates perfection.

11 In the Bible a tabernacle was a tent not a great brick building as with the Mormon's and even Spurgeon.



tabernacle.  But this is clarified in recent translations – such as the ESV.  Where the 
word tabernacle describe the whole tent structure which had two sections: the Holy 
Place (Sanctuary) and the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies).

“You'll remember,” he continues,  “that in the first section, there was certain furniture:  a
seven branched lamp-stand –  not the shape of the lamp-stands that Jews use today;  
a table and on the table the bread of the Presence.   All that was in the first room.”  
They knew all this, he was just reminding them.

Verse 3:  “But the first room was cut off from the second room by a curtain (a veil)”.  He
calls it the second curtain, because for the general public, who are outside the tent in 
the enclosed courtyard,  they can't even see into the first room, because the entrance 
is closed by a door in the form of another curtain –  the first veil.

However those (males) in the first room, they can't see into the second room because 
there is a further (the second) curtain (veil).  This divided the Most Holy from the Holy 
place.  And in the Most Holy (the Holy of Holies), verse 4, he tells us what furniture was
found there.
 
The golden altar (censer) also called the altar of incense.  At this point those who wish 
to find fault with the Bible may point out that this altar was in the outer room!  Why 
does the writer of Hebrews say that it was in the second room?

The explanation is that the ministry (purpose) of the altar was much more to do with 
the inner room that the outer.  The altar was where the preparation occurred but the 
use of the incense was in connection with the Ark of the Covenant.  It's purpose was 
more closely associated with the Most Holy place rather than the Holy place.

What else was in the Most Holy place –  continuing with verse 4?   The Ark of the 
Covenant, completely covered with gold.  If you could open the lid you would find 
inside: the golden pot that had the manna in it;  the rod of Aaron –  that budded; and 
the two stone tablets of the Covenant –  containing the Ten Commandments.

Then there was the sixth object, over the top of the Ark of the Covenant.  Verse 5: the 
cherubim12 of glory overshadowing the mercy seat .  Of these things we cannot now 
speak in detail.  

“Now,” says the Apostle, “I'd like to give a long, 'Power Point' presentation on the 
meaning of all six of the pieces in the two rooms of the Tabernacle.”   And this could 
have been done, because every object in the Tabernacle is a symbol.  And through 
them every object in the Tabernacle speaks of Christ.  Each teaching us some lesson 
about the Lord Jesus Christ.  But his real object at this stage is not to give us such an 
exposition.  His task is to show that Christ ministers in a better Tabernacle than this 

12 The spelling of the plural form of Cherub, follows Hebrew grammar where the plural is formed by the suffix “im”.



one.

So no detailed lecture on each piece of furniture  – the six pieces he has mentioned.  
So he gets on with the subject at hand.

Verse 6:  There being these accoutrements, the priests go about their duties.  The 
priests went in and out, continually, in the first room:  changing the 'bread of Presence';
burning the incense; lighting the lamps.  But verse 7,  They never went into the second
room.  Into the Holy of Holies.

The only person who ever went there was the High Priest.  He went there alone.  He 
went there once a year, only.  On the day of atonement.  When he went there he didn't 
go in his own right.  He carried the blood of a sacrifice, which has been offered, not 
only for the people he represented, but also for himself.  He had to have his sin atoned
for, before he went into the symbol of the presence of God.

Verse 8:  “We are looking at the tabernacle.  Through all this the Holy Spirit is teaching 
the world a lesson”, says the Apostle.  After all where did the plan for the tabernacle 
come from?  God gave it by His Spirit to Moses.  The pattern of the Tabernacle – as 
we learned last week was 'patterned' on heavenly realities.  It was an earthy 'picture' of
heavenly realities.  But the whole thing was just that –  a 'picture'.  This earthly picture 
was none the less the Holy Spirit's picture to teach the world a lesson.

And what was the Holy Spirit teaching the world?   That for as long as that old 
tabernacle stood, there was not really a way into God's presence.  The (second) veil 
stood there.  Nobody ever went in except the High Priest, and he only went in once a 
year with his owns sins needing to be atoned for, by blood.

The way into God's presence is not yet open, as long as that 'veil' stood there.  That 
was the proof.  You just couldn't go in and out willy nilly into the place where the 
Shekhina(h)  glory was to be found.  You're always on the outside, or even a little 
further out, if you weren't a priest.  Nobody actually went there and stayed.

The Old Testament ritual, just couldn't bring about the spiritual reality of which it was a 
'picture'.  The Old Testament ritual never actually brought a sinner to enjoy real access 
into the presence of God.

Look at what he says in verses 9 and 10.  “The whole thing was a figure.  A symbolic 
arrangement, suitable for their present age” (in God's developing revelation of His 
great plan of redemption of that perfect creation that was distorted by the original 'fall' 
of the Human race through Adam).

“It was a 'picture'.  It offered ceremonial cleansing, but it never cleansed your 
conscience!  The whole ritual was spiritually inadequate.  It never did anything for the 
worshipper, as far as his real standing with God was concerned.  The whole system 



spoke of spiritual realities.  It spoke of better days to come.  It kept faith alive until 
Christ came.  It pointed forward to what Christ was to do.  It prepared people's 
understanding for what the Messiah would do.”

But in and of itself it actually did noting!  Think of that Old Testament:  Sacrifices and 
washings.  All those things talk of cleansing  ….  but of the body.  But nobody ever 
went home with a conscience that had been washed clean.  The whole rigmarole of 
sacrifice and priesthood, veil and entry:  never actually gave access.  The whole thing 
would have been a total waste of time, if it wasn't for the fact that it was speaking of 
something better to come.

Verses 1-10 then, tell us 'How it was”.  Six objects (a harbinger of failure), no access, 
no entry.

But verses 11-14, Christ has come!  Seven facts about the transforming work of Christ.
We have access through Him to God as Father.  Thanks be to God.

[1916]

May it please God that all present, through Jesus Christ, shall have life  through 
His Name.
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Verses 11-14:  That's how it was!  But now:   Christ is how it is.

What it was is described through six objects.  The 'number' of failure – through being 
incomplete.  But Christ has come!  So we look to seven (the 'number' of completeness,
perfection) facts about Christ.

How it was:  no access but with the 'picture', shadow, type, future hope of what was to
come.  How it is:  access, entry, welcome!  We now have the great contrast between 
that Old ministry and the New ministry.

“How could you Christian Jews, think of turning your back on this, and going back to 
that?”  That's the whole point of his argument.  So let's see the seven facts on which 
he focuses our attention: (with headings provided by W Griffith Thomas)

• A better priest. (verse 11)
11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come,...
.  The Old dispensation, as just pointed out, pointed to better things beyond it.  
Better things to come.  The better things of which it spoke, hour by hour and day 
by day have appeared in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.  It spoke of 
'cleansing', not because it gave it, but because, one day there would be 
cleansing.  It spoke of access, not because it gave it, but because one day there 
would be access.  It spoke of acceptance with God, not because it gave it, but 
because one day there would be acceptance with God.  It is Christ who is the 
High Priest of good things to come.  All else was the symbol, He the reality!  That
was the type He is the anti-type.  That was the prediction – He is the fulfilment. 
That pointed forward –  He is the One to whom it pointed forward.  He is the 
better  Priest in – 

• A better sanctuary,  (Still verse 11)
Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through
the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) … .
Where did those Old Testament priests minister?  In the tabernacle which moved
about from place to place during 40 years and then erected in Shiloh (Joshua 
18:1-10) and disappears off the page of the Old Testament. Eventually replaced 
by the Temple.  They always ministered in an earthly location.

Not Christ!  That was a 'picture' of a heavenly reality.  A spiritual reality.  Christ's 
priesthood is exercised not in the earthy 'picture', but in the heavenly reality – in 
heaven itself.  Not in a tabernacle made with hands as that tent was, but in the 
very place of God.



A better priest in a better sanctuary.  Then verse 12, who has offered – 

•  A better sacrifice.
 12 ... not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  The promised redemption has been 
brought about, not by the blood of animals.  Not by the blood of others, but by 
His own blood.  A life has been offered.  A death has been suffered.  The Lord 
Jesus Christ has entered into the heavenly Tabernacle.  Having presented His 
own blood, as an atonement at the 'mercy seat'.

So we have a better priest, in a better sanctuary, who's offered a better sacrifice 
and now (still verse 12)  –  

• A better method:
12he entered once for all into the holy places, … .   The High Priest would come 
to the 'mercy seat' –  the lid of the ark – to offer his and the people's sacrifice, but
then he, or the next High Priest, would have to do it all over again the next year 
…  and the next … and so on and on. Repeated enterings, repeated sacrifices, 
repeated offerings.  No real cleansing, no real access!

Jesus offered His blood once, entered in once, and remains.  How infinitely 
superior is the Lord Jesus Christ!
A better priest, in a better sanctuary, having offered a better sacrifice, by a better 
method, bringing about a better blessing.  Having obtained (still verse 12) – An 
eternal redemption:

• A better redemption, for us.  
They entered in with blood, He entered in by (through) blood.  They only 
obtained Ceremonial cleansing, once a year.  Even that needed repeating.  
Christ has obtained a permanent blessing. Redemption is being brought back 
and we who are Christ's people have been bought back and therefore brought 
back.  This blessing we have is a permanent blessing.  The sacrifice being 
perfect, never needs to be repeated and we are brought back, not into the 
earthly type of things, but we enjoy intimacy with heaven itself.  Because of the 
Saviour.

It's a better blessing!   Look at verses 13 & 14 –

• A better guarantee:
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with 
the ashes of a heifer, sanctify[6] for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our[7] conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God.
If the blood of animals is capable of removing ceremonial defilement, how much 
more is Christ's sacrifice capable of actually removing guilt and real defilement.  
In His work, we read there, in verse 14, that our Lord was upheld in His work by 



the Eternal Spirit.  He went to the Cross of Golgotha13  offering Himself.  It was 
voluntary. 
The writer there is speaking of the eternal Covenant:  before the world was 
made, God, the Father planned the Cross; God, the Son, volunteered to go 
there; the Holy Spirit undertook to uphold the Saviour in His ministry.  All that was
promised before the world was made; was accomplished in the calendar of 
God's time, when our Lord Jesus Christ was taken by wicked men and slain.  
There's nothing momentary ('spur of the moment') or temporary about the 
atonement of our Lord.  It's eternally planned; accomplished in God's time –  but 
of eternal consequence.  It actually does cleanse the conscience as we look 
further into verse 14. – 

• A better result.
How much more will the blood of Christ, through the eternal Spirit, offering 
Himself, without spot, purge your conscience, from dead works, to serve the 
living God?  When they finished, in the Old Testament times, the only thing that 
was clean about them was their body.  But when we come to Christ our 
conscience is cleansed.  It's one of the remarkable blessings of the New 
Testament – of the Gospel.  That men and women who know themselves to be 
sinners, may also know themselves to be pardoned sinners, being able to live all 
their days with cleansed consciences. That's the foundation of 'peace'.  Because 
we have peace with God, we have the peace of God, which passes (surpasses) 
all understanding.

Think on that!  Guilty.  But no guilt laid to my charge.  Not only having a new 
record, but having a new nature, so that I am actually changed, to serve the 
'living God'.  This God that I serve is not the 'proposition', that He was too often, 
in the mind of Old Testament people.  The God whom I serve, because of Christ, 
I have access into the Holiest, is this 'living God'.  A God whom I know.  A God 
who was fearful to us before becoming a Christian.  A God who works so that 
though we know ourselves to be guilty, He is active in our lives flooding them 
with His presence, bringing peace and answering our prayers;  giving guidance 
and speaking to us through His Word.  A God who's presence is felt  –  is known.
A religion based on His revealed Word, yet with the experience of His presence 
within us 'in' Christ.  The presence of the Living God!

But not just access to His presence.   He puts me into His service.

These are the blessings of the Gospel!

Why go from that, the New Covenant, back to the Old Covenant?

The way it was: six aspects of a dispensation signifying failure.  The way it is:  seven 
facts that proclaim perfection.  “No entry: no access on the one hand.  Access; 
welcome to the Hebrews,” says the writer.   “Don't look to the Jewish Priest.  Look to 

13  According to all four gospels Jesus was crucified at a place called Golgotha - an Aramaic word for skull. The Latin term is 
Calvaria where the name Calvary comes from. The reason why it was called "skull hill" is unknown. Possibly because it was the 
site of executions of because the hill was shaped like a human skull. The exact location is unknown. We do know that Jesus was 
crucified outside of the city walls on a public road. 



the Lord Jesus Christ.  Not at the Tabernacle made with hands.  Look to the greater 
and more perfect Tabernacle  –  which is heaven itself.  Don't rest on the blood of 
animals; rites and ceremonies.  Rest upon the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Don't be
bound by the necessity of annual Ceremonial cleansing just for Israel, but find the 
eternal redemption – eternal cleansing of the conscience –  for all believers,  by the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Hebrews would never have considered walking back from Christianity to Judaism 
if they had mastered the point we began with last week

That: what the Gospel proclaims to the world is access, entry  – a way in.
Look at any false religion (or deviant, alleged-Christian, following):  they don't offer you 
access.  Some claim to teach the truth –  but there is no offer of access.  They don't 
say,  “Here is a God who may be known, and enjoyed.  Into whose presence you may 
come and be welcomed.”  Judaism speaks of access, but can't give it.  The 
uniqueness of the Gospel is that it proclaims, to exiled sinners,  access!

The basis of this access is Jesus' blood and righteousness.  The offer of access is to 
every believer who casts himself upon this Christ and relies on who Christ is and what 
He has done.  Nothing more and nothing less.  That alone: for their access into the 
presence of the 'living God'.

We should have a great sense of privilege.  No priests had to come and conduct rites 
and ceremonies.  None of you had to have anything killed to be here this morning.  You
didn't have to be sprinkled or bathed.  Or anything like that.  No elaborate, prescribed 
rites or ceremonies.  Our Father waits to receive us.  As we respond in Jesus Christ's 
Name – whether when meeting together or at any time and in any place,  He 
welcomes us as His people  – those who are His people –  especially as we engage in 
His Worship and hear Him speak to us through His Word and it's all  because of the 
Person and Word of Christ.

Much, much better than waiting outside the Tabernacle door to the right hour, the right 
moment and all that blood, incense and everything else and then not actually entering 
in to the real presence of God at all.

Also your privileges, as a private Christian:  tomorrow at school or work or wherever 
there will be no challenge too big for you.  Your heart may go straight up to heaven, to 
Jesus Christ, to receive grace to help in any time of need.

Perhaps later today, there is some sorrow waiting for you, which you didn't know 
anything about.  You don't have to find a priest  – and then only enter into the  outside 
of things.  You may quickly enter the presence of God, through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, to cast all your care upon Him, knowing that He cares for you.

Marvellous access!   Unbelievers, if they could only know the great privilege that waits,
through Jesus Christ, is access:  to come as a sinner into the 'Holy of Holys', because 
He, as the Saviour, is Holy.  That their sins were punished upon Him.  How foolish it is 



for any, who have not come to Christ, to exist day after day, rising and sleeping, being 
and doing – like all those people at the time when Noah was preparing for the flood14 – 
otherwise to travel a life and then to die outside the presence of God.

Surely it is time that all should realise what grace is offered in the Gospel.  “God be 
merciful to me a sinner!”  And be received by Him!  

And believers:  Is there any better way to express your gratitude for this great New 
Covenant whose privileges you enjoy, that you may return thanks, to such a gracious 
God, by growing as a man or woman of prayer.  Using that privilege of access that has 
been won at such unimaginable cost by our Lord Jesus Christ.  And should we keep 
this a secret or proclaim it to the 'ends' of our personal world?

.

[2075]

May it please God that all present, through Jesus Christ, shall have life  through 
His Name.

14   Luke17  26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were eating and drinking and 
marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 


